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Michigan Autism 
Conference 

September 24-26, 2014 

 

Welcome to the Second Annual Michigan Autism Conference (MAC)! 
This conference is dedicated to providing families, practitioners, and researchers with 

information on a variety of topics related to the assessment and treatment of those 
affected with Autism. We hope you will find our conference to be  

informative and enjoyable. 
 

Registration 
Thursday, September 25 and Friday, September 26 

7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. 
 

Remember to stop by the Continuing Education table for information about CEUs! 
 

Please stop by the Discover Kalamazoo table for information about things to do  
while you are in Kalamazoo! 

 
Michigan Autism Conference (MAC) would like to extend 

a special thank you to the following groups for their intense efforts throughout 
the planning and execution of the conference:   

 
The team of faculty and graduate students from The Department of Psychology at 

Western Michigan University (WMU) who served as the conference planning committee. 
 

The Michigan Department of Community Mental Health for their  
generous sponsorship of the conference. 

 
The Behavior Analysis Graduate Student Organization (BAGSO) at WMU who  

provided ambassadors to assist with logistics for our keynote speakers. 
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Invited Kick Off Event 
 

Wednesday, September 24, 2014  
Light refreshments served at 6:00 p.m. 

Presentation from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Arcadia Ballroom at the Radisson Plaza Hotel 

in Downtown Kalamazoo, MI 
 

Evaluating Claims about Treatments for Autism 
Gina Green, PhD, BCBA-D 

Association of Professional Behavior Analysts 
 

When family members and professionals seek 
information about treatments for autism, they are 
often confronted with perplexing information.  Some 
treatments are said to produce miraculous results, 
with relatively little effort or expense. Many that 
appear benign or even beneficial at first blush prove 
harmful on close examination, or when used for an 
extended period of time. How does one determine 
which treatments are likely to have real benefits, 
which are not likely to be effective but probably won't 
do much harm, and which hold hidden dangers?  This 
presentation provides some guideposts for 

differentiating plausible claims from the implausible, reliable evidence from 
marketing hype and inconclusive reports, and autism treatments that have been 
subjected to rigorous scientific scrutiny from pseudoscientific treatments. 

 
 

 
 

Special thanks to Autism Alliance of Michigan (AAoM)  
for sponsoring this kick-off event! 
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Thursday, September 25 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Arcadia 
Ballroom 1 

Arcadia 
Ballroom 2 

Glens 1 Glens 2 Glens 3 
Stone 

Theatre 

 

7:00 - 
8:00 

 Registration and Continental Breakfast in Lobby 

8:00 - 
8:30 

 
 
 

Vendor/ 
Exhibit 
Expo 

Opening Remarks 
Lieutenant Governor of Michigan Brian Calley 

Greg Ayers of Discover Kalamazoo 

8:30 - 
9:20  

Gina Green 
Making Informed Decisions About  

Early Interventions for Autism 

9:30 - 
10:20 

Linda LeBlanc 
Teaching Complex Skills to Facilitate Success  

After Early Intervention 

10:30 - 
11:20 

Thomas Zane 
Dancing in the Rain:  Trials and  
Tribulations of Autism Treatment 

11:30 - 
1:00 

Lunch (on your own) - please see the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

1:00 - 
1:50 

 
 
 

Vendor/ 
Exhibit 
 Expo 

  

Gina 
Green 

James 
Todd 

Amy 
Drayton 

Diane 
Chugani 

Stephanie 
Peterson 

(Workshop) 

2:00 - 
2:50 

Carl 
Sundberg 

Kelly 
McKinnon 

Hendershot, 
Warner, & 
McGillivary 

Thomas 
Zane 

3:00 - 
3:50 

Linda 
LeBlanc 

Dawn 
Dore-Stites 

Colleen 
Allen 

Matthew 
Brodhead 

4:00 – 
4:50 

Brooke 
Ingersoll 

Cole, 
Jones, 

Stone, & 
Helmuth 

Lloyd 
Peterson 

Bob Ross 

5:00 – 
6:00 

 
Higher Education Poster Session 

Reception with dessert and cash bar 

 
Please turn the page for more information about each event. 
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Thursday, September 25 
 

Continental Breakfast 
 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.; Lobby 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Discover Kalamazoo and the Radisson 
Plaza Hotel & Suites for their sponsorship of this morning's continental breakfast. 

 
Opening Remarks 

 
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Lieutenant Governor of Michigan Brian Calley  
A native to Michigan, Brian Calley graduated from Ionia High 
School in 1994 and earned his bachelor's degree in business 
administration from Michigan State University in 1998.  He went 
on to earn a Master's in business administration from Grand 
Valley State University in 2000.  Lt. Governor Calley is known 
across the state as well as nationally for his advocacy and 
awareness in the field of autism.  His leadership has been integral 
in supporting legislative endeavors for autism services and support in the state of 
Michigan. 
 
Greg Ayers, CSEE, CTA (Discover Kalamazoo) 
Greg Ayers is the President and CEO of Discover Kalamazoo, an organization devoted 
to enhancing the experience of locals as well as visitors near and far.  Whether you are 
experiencing all that Kalamazoo has to offer or just a small sample of the city's flavors, 
Discover Kalamazoo is there to help you make the most of your time in the 'Zoo.  Greg 
Ayers will be delivering today's Destination Welcome Address. 
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Thursday, September 25 
 

Keynote Addresses 
 

8:30 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 

Gina Green, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Association of Professional 
Behavior Analysts) 
Gina Green received a PhD in Psychology from Utah State 
University.  She also received her undergraduate and master’s 
degrees from Michigan State University. Dr. Green currently 
serves as the Executive Director of the Association of Professional 
Behavior Analysts. She also lectures in Special Education at San 
Diego University and is a consultant in private practice in San 
Diego. Her publications range from the experimental analysis of 
behavior to topics related to the treatment of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and brain injuries. She has served on the editorial boards of 
several professional journals in developmental disabilities and behavior analysis. Dr. 
Green is a founding Director of the Association of Professional Behavior Analysts, 
former president of the Association for Behavior Analysis, former member of the Board 
of Directors of the Behavior Analyst Certification Board, and former president of the 
California Association for Behavior Analysis.  
 

Making Informed Decisions About Early Interventions for Autism 
Interventions that are claimed to be beneficial for young children with autism are 
proliferating at a dizzying rate. So are assertions that the incidence of autism is 
increasing, and pressures to intervene early with children who have or may be at risk of 
having autism. Those and other factors can make the task of selecting interventions for 
a young child very daunting. This presentation describes some guideposts and sources 
of reliable information for making those important decisions.    
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9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Linda A LeBlanc, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Trumpet Behavioral Health) 
Dr. LeBlanc received her Ph.D. from Louisiana State University. 
She has served as a faculty member at both Claremont McKenna 
College and Western Michigan University. Dr. LeBlanc serves on 
the Alabama Autism Provider Network and the Board of Directors 
of the Association for Professional Behavior Analysts. Additionally, 
Dr. LeBlanc is the President-Elect of the Alabama of the Alabama 
Association for Behavior Analysis. She is a current associate editor 
of Education and Treatment of Children and Behavior Analysis in 
Practice. Dr. LeBlanc is also a former associate editor of the 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis and has published over 80 articles and book 
chapters.  
 
Teaching Complex Skills to Facilitate Success After Early Intervention 
Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention (EIBI) is the intervention of choice with young 
children with autism because of the extensive empirical support for the effectiveness of 
this intervention in preparing children with autism to benefit from regular education 
services with typical peers.  In order to participate effectively in inclusive environments 
after successful EIBI, learners need to be prepared to succeed with lower staffing ratios 
and non-behavior analytic systems of instruction.  This presentation will present a model 
for identifying and targeting clusters of skills that are likely to prove critical to success in 
general educational environments.  Several recent studies will illustrate strategies for 
teaching learners with autism spectrum disorders to make complex discriminations and 
respond effectively in environments after leaving EIBI.  Examples of the targeted skills 
include responding to group instruction and completing independent seatwork, and 
managing personal safety in community settings.  For each target skill, the presenter 
will illustrate how an analysis of the critical features of stimulus control and component 
discriminations can lead to development of effective instructional procedures.  
 

  



 

9 
 

10:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Thomas Zane, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Endicott College) 
Dr. Thomas Zane earned his bachelor’s and master’s degree in 
psychology at Western Michigan University. He also earned his 
doctorate in Applied Behavior Analysis at West Virginia University. He is 
currently an Associate Professor in the School of Education at the Sage 
Colleges in Troy, New York. Dr. Zane has also served as a Post-
Doctorate Research Associate at Professor at Mount Holyoke College, 
the University of Massachusetts, and John Hopkins University 
Department of Psychiatry. Dr. Zane’s research interests include staff 
development, evidenced based practice in autism, and teacher training. 
He has been published in many journals and books. He has also 
presented at regional, national, and international conferences. 
 
Dancing In The Rain: Trials and Tribulations of Autism Treatment 
The continued rise in the incidence of Autism Spectrum Disorders is matched by the 
continued rise in the number of treatments available to parents and care providers. 
There are hundreds of treatments available from which to select. But the fundamental 
question is, how is treatment selected? Interventions vary in effectiveness, purpose, 
effort, and cost (financial, emotional, etc.). What are the influential determinants? This 
presentation will examine treatment decisions from the perspectives of the individual 
with autism, parents and family, and care givers.  Issues to be considered include 
philosophy, focus of treatment, effort of implementation, effectiveness, and scope.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank the Little Star Center for their 

sponsorship of this keynote speaker. 
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Thursday, September 25 
 

Breakout Sessions 
 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank the Little Star Center for their 
sponsorship of this afternoon's beverage service. 

 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Gina Green, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Association of Professional Behavior Analysts) 
 
Teaching Simple Auditory Discriminations to Learners with Developmental 
Disorders 
Skills that are often described as “listener behaviors,” “receptive identification,” and 
“language comprehension” involve auditory-visual conditional discriminations. Many 
learners with autism and other developmental disorders have difficulty acquiring those 
skills via typical teaching. One likely reason is that auditory-visual conditional 
discriminations comprise successive simple discriminations among auditory stimuli 
presented one at a time across trials, and simultaneous simple discriminations among 
visual stimuli presented concurrently on each trial. Learners who do not have those 
component simple discrimination skills are likely to find auditory-visual conditional 
discriminations very challenging. Many could benefit from training designed to establish 
flexible auditory discrimination skills prior to attempts to teach auditory-visual conditional 
discriminations. Procedures for teaching simple auditory discriminations are described 
and illustrated, along with data on the effects of those procedures with some learners 
with autism and intellectual disabilities.  
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1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
James T. Todd, Ph.D. (Eastern Michigan University) 
 
A Selective History of Applied Behavior Analysis Based on Things That Are On or 
Near My Desk 
A good history of applied behavior analysis would most likely date its practical origins to 
the mid-1950s, with increasing formalization through the 1960s, reaching a kind of 
professional maturity with publication of the first issue of the Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis in 1968. In such a history, we would find carefully researched facts drawn from 
reliable sources by trained observers. This well-curated information would give us a 
better understanding of how the field came to be what it is, and why we are now doing 
what we do. For instance, we would discover why so much of what we do involves 
autism, and why there are so many fewer rats around than our textbooks might 
suggest.  My offering is not that kind of history, but a more haphazard one, based on 
information near enough to me to reach. Having noted that some of the items on and 
near my desk not only arrived there before my students’ enrollments, but before their 
births, I realized that I am working within a bona fide historical site. Assuming a 
selective process in which items of the highest relevance to my academic work in 
behavior analysis are those within the easiest reach, I will attempt to reconstruct certain 
critical aspects of the history of applied behavior analysis, including its relationship to 
autism, from the information that is available to me by virtue of proximity. Any biases 
introduced into this analysis by the accident of availability should be more than 
compensated for by the unique juxtaposition of facts and findings afforded by the 
lengths of my arms. With luck, through this method, we will discover some things about 
the field of applied behavior analysis that we might not have previously considered, 
rediscover elements of it that we have let fall away, and find roads to explore that our 
standard histories might not inspire us to take. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Amy Drayton, Ph.D. (University of Michigan) 
 
Assessment and Treatment of Common Feeding Problems in Children with 
Autism 
Individuals with autism often engage in behaviors that impact their health, such as food 
selectivity and food refusal. Without ingesting proper nutrition, individuals displaying 
these problems are at a higher risk for health problems. Failure to identify oral-motor 
and swallowing dysfunction while treating feeding problems could also put an 
individual’s health at risk. A number of applied behavior analytic procedures have been 
proven to be effective at treating these feeding problems. Several methodologies for 
assessing the variables that maintain these feeding problems will be addressed. 
Additionally, treatment packages that effectively decrease these maladaptive behaviors 
will be shared with the audience. Lastly, information will be provided concerning local 
resources for parents of children with feeding problems. 
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1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Diane Chugani, Ph.D. (Wayne State University) 

Common Neurological Problems Co-Occurring with ASD 
The focus of this talk is to discuss common co-occurring neurological deficits in children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders and related common genetic factors. The audience will 
become familiar with common neurological deficits that impact individuals with autism at 
a greater prevalence and some possible genetic relationships between those 
neurological deficits and autism spectrum disorder.  

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Carl T. Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Behavior Analysis Center for Autism) 
 
Maintaining Skill Repertoires Taught to Children with Autism  
There is much more to skill maintenance than conducting maintenance trials.  If a skill is 
taught that is not useful in the person’s repertoire, it will be difficult to maintain.  Once a 
skill is taught it is important for the behavior analyst to arrange circumstances in order 
for the skill to occur in the natural setting.  For example, if the goal is to teach an older 
student to independently make a purchase at a store, you should first teach the 
necessary component skills, such as money exchange, making a list, etc. You should 
then put these skills together and practice in a mock setting. The next step should be to 
take the student to the store and assist if needed. Finally the behavior technician would 
wait outside the store, and so on. The skill is less likely to transfer if you cannot closely 
replicate the environment of the real world.  That is, if the skill does not become a useful 
part of the persons repertoire.  Often this involves doing training in the setting where the 
skill is targeted to occur.  The focus of this presentation will be on teaching methods that 
will make use of the skills that are taught along with discussion on the importance of 
selecting appropriate skills to be taught (e.g., new skills that can be supported by the 
current skills in a person's repertoire).  Fluency, generalization and maintenance will 
also be discussed. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
Kelly McKinnon, M.A., BCBA (Kelly McKinnon & Associates) 
 
Understanding and Supporting Social Skills in Children with Autism 
Participants of this session will learn how to breakdown social skills into measurable 
goals while considering appropriate social skill aims based on neurotypical 
development. “Social Skills,” a term commonly used among practitioners treating 
children with autism, denotes different meanings for different people. Without a specific 
understanding of what social skills “look like” for neurotypical children of various ages, 
social skill objectives and programming written for children with an autism spectrum 
disorder are often unrealistic, not data-based, and often scripted in nature. Participants 
in this session will learn how to consider developmentally appropriate social skills for 
children with autism that match the autism diagnostic criteria, how to break social skills 
into measurable objectives and learn to teach social skills using ABA techniques. 
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2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Lesly Hendershot, Psy.D., LP., BCBA-D (Beaumont Children's Hospital and Ted 
Lindsay Foundation HOPE Center); Lori J. Warner, Ph.D., LP, BCBA-D (Beaumont 
Children's Hospital and Ted Lindsay Foundation HOPE Center); and Jamie 
McGillivary, M.S., LLP, BCBA (The Healing Haven) 
 

Increasing Parent Involvement in EIBI Programs for Children with Autism 
A growing body of literature is demonstrating the effectiveness of behavioral parent-
training models of intervention for children with autism spectrum disorders (e.g., Anan et 
al., 2007; Johnson et al., 2007; Sallows & Graupner, 2005).  Involving parents more 
actively in treatment increases their motivation and helps generalize child outcomes.  
However, time-intensive behavioral parent training programs are scarce, and many 
protocols involve specific skill sets, such as reciprocal social interaction, behavior 
management, toileting, feeding, or sleep.  It is unclear what the optimal amount and 
type of parental involvement will be for any given child. This breakout session will 
describe the development and rationale for several different EIBI treatment models 
incorporating various levels of parent involvement. Preliminary data will be presented on 
both parent and child outcomes, and we will discuss creative ways to overcome barriers 
to effective parent involvement. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Thomas Zane, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Endicott College) 
 
Behaving Ethically In The Workplace: How To Prevent Ethical Dilemmas and How 
To Solve Them When They Occur 
Behavior analysts and other human service providers who work with individuals with 
disabilities must behave according to codes of ethical conduct that govern their 
workplace behavior. Maintaining ethical standards is of particular importance when 
working with persons who are vulnerable. The ethical standards of these professionals 
must remain strict. Of course, it is the responsibility of each professional to monitor his 
or her own behavior to ensure that s/he maintains ethical standards. Equally important, 
though, is the responsibility of each professional to maintain ethical standards of 
colleagues. When a professional observes a potential ethical dilemma involving a 
coworker, what can be done to resolve such ethical concerns? This presentation will 
describe strategies that professionals can implement to (1) detect potential ethical 
dilemmas involving colleagues, (2) raise the concern with the ethical violator, and (3) 
hopefully resolve the ethical issue. 
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3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Linda A LeBlanc, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Trumpet Behavioral Health) 
 
Ethical Considerations Involved in Incorporating Technology into Applied 
Behavior Analysis Interventions and Training Experiences 
Modern society has become technology-infused and corresponding increases have 
occurred in research investigating applications of technology-based interventions with 
children with autism (Goldsmith & LeBlanc, 2004).  In addition, a growing number of 
technology-based education and training experiences exist for potential providers of 
applied behavior analysis services.  The Behavior Analyst Certification Board 
Guidelines for Responsible Conduct (2010) include several components directly 
pertinent to the incorporation of technology into interventions, higher education, and 
professional training experiences.  This presentation will review each pertinent conduct 
guideline with a discussion of the issues arising with incorporation of technology.  
Recommendations will be provided for minimizing the likelihood of unethical behavior 
and maximizing appropriate and effective use of technology throughout all aspects of 
services for individuals with autism spectrum disorders.   
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
Dawn Dore-Stites, Ph.D. (C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, Department of Pediatrics 
University of Michigan Health System) 
 
“Why Won’t My Child Just Go to Bed Already?”   
Sleep problems are often associated with individuals diagnosed with autism. Changes 
in sleep schedules can affect not only how the child behaves, but can also have 
detrimental effects on the parents health and behavior as well. Additionally, individuals 
with autism may be put at risk if they wake up in the middle of the night and no one is 
present to supervise them. The current talk will discuss current methods for assessing 
and treating sleep problems in individuals with autism. A multidisciplinary approach to 
sleep problems will be discussed, as well as advantages and disadvantages of the 
various treatments. 
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Colleen M. Allen, Ph.D. (Autism Alliance of Michigan) 
 
Autism Reform in Michigan: Current Challenges and Opportunities  
This session will provide attendees critical information regarding the multiple policy and 
practice changes taking place in Michigan affecting families, clinical providers, 
educators, and universities. Participants will become familiar with the Michigan autism 
insurance laws, the Medicaid ABA benefit, the work of the Michigan Autism Council, and 
the MI ASD State Plan.  
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3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Matthew T. Brodhead, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Purdue University) 
 
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity and Autism: Current Topics on Treatment and 
Ethical Considerations 
Given the expansion of behavior analytic services both in the United States and abroad, 
an understanding of how cultural variables affect autism treatment is becoming 
increasingly important.  In this presentation, cultural and linguistic diversity (CLD) will be 
defined from a behavior analytic perspective.  Then, the current understanding of how 
CLD affects autism service delivery will be reviewed.  Finally, various examples of 
research and treatment using culturally sensitive approaches will be discussed, along 
with ethical considerations pertaining to CLD and autism treatment. 
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Brooke Ingersoll, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Michigan State University) 
 
Project ImPACT:  A Parent-Mediated Social Communication Intervention 
Research demonstrates the benefit of teaching parents to provide intervention to their 
children with ASD.  In addition to increasing the number of hours of intervention a child 
receives, parent-mediated intervention can lead to better generalization and 
maintenance of skills and improve the quality of life for the family by decreasing parental 
stress.  Although parent-mediated intervention is now considered an evidence-based 
practice for young children with ASD, it is highly under-utilized in community 
settings.  This talk will describe the development of Project ImPACT, a parent-mediated 
intervention program for young children with ASD based on best practices that teaches 
parents to promote their child’s social communication within daily routines and 
interactions.  This program was developed within community settings with the express 
purpose of identifying program elements that would assist community providers in 
implementing parent training.  I will discuss how this process informed the development 
of the intervention model and present feasibility data indicating that the resulting 
intervention can be effectively implemented in a variety of community early intervention 
and early childhood special education settings (Study 1).  I will also present preliminary 
efficacy data suggesting that the intervention can increase functional speech in young 
children with ASD (Study 2).  In addition, we will present data showing that the parent 
training model leads to improvements in parent implementation of the intervention 
techniques and child functional speech (Study 3).  An approach to treatment 
development that is informed by concepts from the field of implementation science has 
the potential to increase the ease of dissemination of newly developed parent-mediated 
toddler interventions to community practice settings.  
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4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
Panel Discussion 
 
Grassroot Efforts:  Growing a Network of Community Activism and Engagement 
Panelists in this session will discuss the successes and barriers they have overcome in 
forming local organizations, advocating to the community, and executing a variety of 
support, awareness, and fundraising events.  Organizations will share information about 
their missions as well as upcoming events and discuss effective methods of community 
collaborative problem solving for blazing trails in the field.   
 

Mariah L. Cole and Michael D. Jones (Student Autism Alliance of Michigan) 
 
Students' Perspective on Community Activism and Support 
The Student Autism Alliance of Michigan is a registered student organization at 
Western Michigan University, under the parent organization of the Autism 
Alliance of Michigan. SAAM's focus is on community involvement and outreach, 
providing opportunities to engage the autism community in fun and educational 
events, as well as general autism awareness and fundraising." 

 
Ellen Stone (The Arc Community Advocates) 
 
Connecting Individual Stories to Systems Advocacy 
As an advocacy organization, The Arc Community Advocates works with 
individuals with disabilities to overcome barriers to living the lives they want while 
working to change the underlying systemic issues that negatively impact 
individuals with disabilities. Learn how The Arc works at the local, state, and 
national levels to connect individual client challenges to large system change. 

 
Amy Helmuth (Parent to Parent of Southwest Michigan) 
 
Tapping into Natural Supports using the Parent to Parent Model 
Parent to Parent of Southwest Michigan wants to encourage the community to 
utilize the natural support that parents and caregivers can offer.  As an evidence-
based practice, peer to peer support provides a unique type of emotional 
encouragement based on experience and hope. 
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4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Lloyd Peterson, Ed.D., BCBA-D (Compass, LLC) 
 
The Integrity to Make Ethical Decisions 
What is ethical behavior?  There appears to be much discussion on what is ethical 
behavior or, the counter-part, unethical behavior.  Perhaps Justice Potter Stewart’s 
musing about pornography, “I can’t define it, but I know what it is when I see it” could 
have been a muse about ethical behavior.  We, of course, in Applied Behavior Analysis 
as in many other professions, attempt to define it and present examples and non-
examples; and we like to think we know what it is when we see it.  Though one could 
argue we are getting better at defining and adhering to ethical behavior, there appears 
to be many times wherein we are in the gray area of the question: is this ethical or 
unethical?  It is not just the question of: is a behavior ethical or unethical; there is the 
question of does the behavior appear to be ethical or unethical?  This is perhaps the 
more subtle and difficult dilemma to negotiate.  What if someone appears to always be 
walking the grey line between ethical and unethical behavior, is that really ethical 
professional behavior?  What if someone claims to be, based on past behavior, above 
the potential ethical dilemma, though to others it may certainly appear to be in that grey 
area of ethical behavior?  It is these and other questions that will be the focus of this 
discussion.  I often define integrity as being honest even when no one is watching.  
Perhaps the title of this presentation could have been, demonstrating ethical behavior 
even when no one will ever know or publically question if you did or did not.   
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Bob Ross, Ed.D, BCBA-D (Beacon ABA Services) 
 
What Does That Mean?  How Inaccurate Descriptions in Autism Treatment Often 
Lead to Poor Outcomes 
This talk is a humorous (and sometimes serious) look at some commonly used terms 
used by practitioners working with individuals with autism and developmental 
disabilities.  Many of the terms used to describe interventions and clinical conditions are 
inaccurate, badly applied and/or flat out wrong.  Board Certified Behavior Analysts often 
pride themselves on precise descriptions and technological precision.  However, all too 
often we are guilty of using terms with no actual meaning, incorrect application of clear 
terms, referring to hypothetical entities and in general making things up.  Disregarding 
the data is one thing, but not even knowing what we are talking about is another.  The 
presenter will use a top ten list format to illustrate a range of examples of this 
phenomenon and show how we can avoid these mistakes and stay true to our science.  
Where mis-descriptions are identified, the presenter will offer alternative descriptions 
more consistent with our basic tenets as describe by Baer, Wolf & Risley.  The focus will 
be on using applied examples of the problem in clinical settings and the potential impact 
of the use of these terms on the efficacy of services.   
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Thursday, September 25 

 
Workshop 

 
4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Stone Theatre 
Stephanie M. Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D                                   
(Western Michigan University) 
 
Dealing with Problem Behaviors:  Assessment and Intervention in 
the Home and Community Settings 
Functional analysis is considered the “gold standard” assessment for 
problem behavior. However, most community agencies do not perform 
them as part of the functional behavior assessment process. This 
workshop will provide a description of what a functional analysis of 
problem behavior is and how it fits into a functional behavior 
assessment. The rationale for conducting functional analyses will also be described, as 
well as how the information used from such an analysis can be integrated into 
intervention. Components of the workshop will include integration of functional analysis 
methods while utilizing telehealth technology.  
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Thursday, September 25 
 

Vendor/Exhibit Expo 
 

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 1 
 
1. Michigan Department of Community Health – Autism Program 

320 S. Walnut St. 
Lansing, MI 48913 
(517) 335-0388 
www.michigan.gov/autism 

2. Developmental Enhancement, PLC 
7068 8th Ave. 
Jenison, MI 49428 
(616) 667-9551 
www.developmentalenhancement.com 
info@developmentalenhancement.net 

 
3. Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research/ Residential 

Opportunities, Inc
9616 Portage Road 
Portage, MI 49002 
(269) 250-8200 
www.autismtreatmentresearch.org 

1100 South Rose St. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 343-3731 
www.residentialopportunities.org 

 
4. Autism Home Support Services 

2723 South State St., Suite D 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(844) AHSS ABA 
www.AutismHomeSupport.com 
contact@AutismHomeSupport.com 
 

5. Behavior Analysis Center for Autism (BACA) 
BACA 1 
11902 Lakeside Dr. 
Fishers, IN 46038 
(317) 288-5232 

BACA Prep 
9929 E. 126th St. 
Fishers, IN 46038 
(317) 436-8961 

 
BACA Z 
6704 Central Blvd. 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
(317) 769-4335 

 
BACA Hart 
53633 County Road 7 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
(574) 3432001 

 
www.thebaca.com 
SCox@thebaca.com 
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6. Adult Agricultural Community Option for Residential Needs (AACORN) Farm 
2525 Miller Rd.  
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 270-2402 
http://aacornfarm.org 
kim.nelson@wmich.edu

 
7. Western Michigan University Behavior Analysis Graduate Student 

Organization (BAGSO) 
1903 W. Michigan Ave., 3700 Wood Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
(269) 387-4500 
www.sites.google.com/site/wmubagso 
wmubagso@gmail.com 

 
8. Parent to Parent of Southwest Michigan 

3901 Emerald Dr., Suite D 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 345-8950 
www.p2pswmi.org 
 

9. Colorado Autism Center 
1330 Quail Lake Loop, Suite 140 
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
(719) 313-2709 
www.coloradoautismcenter.org 

 
10. Little Star Center

12726 Hamilton 
Crossing Blvd. 
Carmel, IN 46032 
(317) 249-2242 

3922 Mezzanine Dr. 
Lafayette, IN 47905 
 (765) 447-3800 
 

3101 N. Canterbury Dr. 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
(812) 650-3032 

 
www.littlestarcenter.org 
 

11. Lighthouse Autism Center 
3730 Edison Lakes Pkwy. 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(574) 387-4313 
www.lighthouseautismcenter.com 
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12. Beacon ABA Services 
321 Fortune Blvd. 
Milford, MA 01757 
(508) 478-0207 
www.beaconservices.org 
info@beaconservices.org 
 

13. Autism Training Solutions now part of Relias Learning 
111 Corning Rd., Suite 250 
Cary, NC 27518 
1-800-238-6684 
www.reliaslearning.com 
info@reliaslearning.com 
 

14. Logan Community Resources, INC. Autism Learning Center 
2001 Niles Ave. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
(269) 983-5833 
kristinw@logancenter.org 

6339 Atlantic Ave. (opening soon) 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
(574) 250-2930 
bthomas@logancenter.org

 
www.ansaricenterforautism.org 
 

15. Praises, Prizes, & Presents 
(616) 791-7003 
www.praisesprizespresents.com 
jbottum@interconnect.net 
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Thursday, September 25 
 

Reception 
 

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 1 
Please join us for a special dessert, cash bar, and social hour! 
 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Autism Home Support Services  
for their sponsorship of this evening's special dessert and Lighthouse Autism Center  

for their sponsorship of this evening's cash bar. 
 

Higher Education Poster Session 
 

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 1 
1. Western Michigan University, Department of Psychology, Behavior Analysis 

Program 
2. Western Michigan University, Department of Psychology, Behavior Analysis 

Program, Behavior Analysis Training System (BATS) 
3. Central Michigan University, Department of Psychology 
4. Purdue University Undergraduate and Graduate Programs in Special 

Education 
5. Oakland University, Human Development and Child Studies 
6. Grand Valley State University, School Psychology Program 
7. Eastern Michigan University, Psychology Department 
8. Behavior Analysis Association of Michigan 
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Friday, September 26 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Arcadia 
Ballroom 1 

Arcadia 
Ballroom 2 

Glens 1 Glens 2 Glens 3 
Stone 

Theatre 

 

7:00 - 
8:00 

 Registration and Continental Breakfast in Lobby 

8:00 - 
8:30 

 
 
 

Vendor/ 
Exhibit 
Expo 

Opening Remarks/Announcements 

8:30 - 
9:20  

Vincent Carbone 
The Role of Joint Control in Teaching Listener Responding to 

Children with Autism and Other Disabilities 

9:30 - 
10:20 

Kent Johnson 
The Morningside Model of Generative Instruction 

10:30 - 
11:20 

Alan Poling 
Using Psychotropic Medications to Improve the Behavior of 

People with Autism:  A Skeptical Appraisal 

11:30 - 
1:00 

Lunch (on your own) - please see the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

1:00 - 
1:50 

 
 

 
Vendor/ 
Exhibit 
 Expo 

  

Denise 
Ross 

Brad 
Dembs 

Grost  
&  

Aue 

Ron  
Van Houten 

Vincent 
Carbone 

(Workshop) 

2:00 - 
2:50 

Kent 
Johnson 

Wayne 
Fuqua 

Krista 
Clancy 

Mary 
Sharp 

3:00 - 
3:50 

Stephanie 
Peterson 

Jiabei 
Zhang 

Richard 
Malott 

Morten 
Haugland 

4:00 – 
4:50 

Helen 
Malone 

Field, Sparks, 
Walmsley, & 

Frieder 

Summer 
Ferreri 

 Schaffer 
&  

Pearl 

5:00 – 
6:00 

 
General Poster Session 

Reception with dessert and cash bar 

 
Please turn the page for more information about each event. 

  



 

28 
 

 

 



 

29 
 

Friday, September 26 
 

Continental Breakfast 
 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.; Lobby 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Residential Opportunities, Inc. (ROI) 
and the Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research for their sponsorship of 
this morning's continental breakfast. 

 
Opening Remarks/Announcements 

 
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 

 
Keynote Addresses 

 
8:30 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Vincent J. Carbone, Ed.D., BCBA-D (Carbone Clinic) 
Dr. Vincent J. Carbone is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst-
Doctoral. He received his graduate training in applied behavior 
analysis at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. He has 
served as an adjunct faculty member at both Florida Institute of 
Technology (FIT) and Penn State University. The Journal of 
Applied Behavior Analysis, The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 
and Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities 
have all published Dr. Carbone’s behavior analytic research. 
Additionally, he serves on the editorial review board of many 
peer reviewed behavior analytic journals.  
 
The Role of Joint Control in Teaching Listener Responding to Children with 
Autism and Other Disabilities 
Skinner’s (1957) analysis of language has much to offer clinicians interested in teaching 
verbal behavior to persons with autism.  Much of the research in this area has 
emphasized the teaching of speaker behavior with less work dedicated to a thorough 
analysis of the contingencies operating on the behavior of the listener. Possibly due to 
this lack of attention cognitive explanations of comprehension, understanding and 
recognition have persisted. A special form of multiple control called joint stimulus control 
may provide an alternative and cogent behavioral analysis of complex listener behavior. 
The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of the conceptual analysis of 
joint control and the basic and applied research that has followed.  Video 
demonstrations of the teaching of joint control with participants from a recently 
published study and others will be presented to illustrate the implementation of joint 
control procedures in applied settings.  
 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank the Behavior Analysis Center for 
Autism (BACA) for their sponsorship of this keynote speaker. 
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9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Kent Johnson, Ph.D. (Morningside Academy) 
Dr. Kent Johnson received his bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and sociology from Georgetown University 
in 1973 under Dr. J Gilmour Sherman. He also received 
his master’s and Ph.D. in psychology at the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst under Dr. Beth Sulzer-
Azaroff, Dr. Ellen Reese, and Dr. John Donahoe. Dr. 
Johnson was a professor at Central Washington 
University, the director of staff training at the Fernald 
School in Massachusetts, and an instructional designer 
at Northeastern University in Boston. Dr. Kent Johnson 
founded Morningside Academy, in Seattle, Washington, 
in 1980. He currently serves as its Executive Director. Dr. Johnson published seminal 
papers and books about research based curriculum and teaching methods. This 
includes The Morningside Model of Generative Instruction: What It Means to Leave No 
Child Behind, with Dr. Elizabeth Street. Dr. Johnson cofounded Headsprout, Inc. 
Headsprout, Inc. (including Headsprout Early Reading and Headsprout Reading 
Comprehension) is a company that develops web-based, interactive instructional 
programs.  
 
The Morningside Model of Generative Instruction 
The Morningside Model of Generative Instruction (MMGI) is a system of instruction for 
teaching and learning in elementary and middle schools. Its main features are 
homogeneous achievement grouping, brief intensive direct instruction, practice to 
fluency with celeration, and application of learning to real-world environments. Frequent 
progress monitoring and data based interventions guarantee that students make 
progress. The model incorporates an ever-evolving compendium of curricula, 
instructional delivery, practice, and assessment procedures reported in the research 
literature, along with in-house instructional design of promising practices which are then 
subject to data-based evaluation. At the laboratory school in Seattle, Morningside 
Academy applies MMGI to teach struggling learners how to catch up and get ahead in 
reading, writing, language, mathematics, study and organizational skills, social studies 
and science. Over 140 public and private schools and agencies throughout the US and 
Canada apply MMGI in general education with typically developing learners. Several 
agencies and schools who service children with autism and developmental disabilities 
have recently begun to successfully apply MMGI with their clients.      
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10:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Alan Poling, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
Dr. Poling received his bachelor’s degree from Alderson-
Broaddus College. He also received his master’s degree from 
West Virginia University and his Ph.D. from the University of 
Minnesota. He has served as a faculty member at Western 
Michigan University since 1977. Psychopharmacology and 
behavior analysis are Dr. Poling’s primary research interests. He 
has received many grants from the National Institutes of Health 
and Department of Education that have supported his work. Dr. 
Poling has served as the research advisor of 28 Ph.D. 
recipients. He has also published over 250 articles and book 
chapters and 11 books.  
 

Using Psychotropic Medications to Improve the Behavior of 
People with Autism:  A Skeptical Appraisal 
Many people diagnosed with autism receive one or more psychotropic medication, 
which is a drug prescribed with the intent of improving their mood, cognitive status, or 
overt behavior.  The purpose of this presentation, which is intended for an audience with 
no specialized training in medicine, is to overview the kinds of drugs that are typically 
prescribed for people with autism, the rationale for their use, and the evidence indicating 
their effectiveness.  That evidence is in most cases less than compelling.  Appropriate 
treatment for people with autism is evidence-based, regardless of the therapeutic 
modality.   To maximize the well-being of people with autism, researchers should 
conduct more well-controlled studies evaluating the effects of psychotropic drugs, alone 
and in combination, and medical practitioners should heed the implications of these 
publications.  Moreover, caregivers, including parents, teachers, and behavior analysts, 
should ensure that drug effects are adequately assessed in each individual who takes 
them, which is rarely done at present. Caregivers should also be aware of, and where 
appropriate use, non-pharmacological alternatives and adjuncts to psychotropic 
medications.  Unfortunately, direct comparisons of pharmacological and non-
pharmacological interventions are rare, and comparisons across studies are difficult 
because dissimilar research methods are characteristically used to evaluate 
medications and other therapies, such as applied behavior analysis.  Therefore, it is 
often difficult to decide based on the scientific literature which of two or more 
alternatives is better.  Everyone concerned with well-being of people with autism need 
to recognize that psychotropic drugs are powerful behavior-change agents that can do 
remarkable good and considerable harm.  They are best viewed from a skeptical, but 
not cynical, perspective and best used by cautious physicians fully committed to data-
based decision making.  
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Friday, September 26 
 

Breakout Sessions 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Denise Ross, Ph.D. (Western Michigan University) 
 
Establishing Early Reading and Writing Repertoires for Young Children with 
Developmental Disabilities 
This session is designed to help practitioners and parents establish early reading and 
writing foundations for children with autism who may have difficulty acquiring reader-
writer readiness.  We will begin by discussing assessments of reading and writing 
followed by a discussion of standard protocols for teaching early reader-writer 
repertoires.  Common challenges when teaching reading and writing will be identified 
along with interventions that can be used to address these challenges.  By the end of 
the session, participants will have a set of evidence-based reading and writing 
interventions that can be used to teach foundational reading and writing skills to children 
with autism who may have difficulty acquiring them.  
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
Brad Dembs, J.D. (Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service, Inc.) 
 
Education Rights for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Students with disabilities are frequently neglected by school districts, through lack of 
evaluations, incorrect determinations of special education eligibility, failure to provide 
appropriate supports and services, and placement in restrictive settings where they are 
not educated with their non-disabled peers. The purpose of this presentation is to 
provide an overview of the education rights that students with disabilities, particularly 
those diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder, are afforded under federal and state 
law and to illuminate strategies that can be used to protect and advocate for those rights 
in the school setting. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Lisa Grost, MHSA and Morgan Aue, M.A., BCBA                                                   
(Michigan Department of Community Health) 
 
Michigan Medicaid/MIChild Autism ABA Benefit 
The Michigan Medicaid/MIChild Autism Benefit launched in April 2013.  The presenters 
will provide an introduction to the Medicaid/MIChild Autism Benefit from referral, 
diagnostics, evaluations, and finally to service delivery. The presenters will emphasize 
the policy areas to increase clarity of the benefit that is much prescribed at all levels.  
The presenters will discuss key items identified after 18 months of implementation of the  
Medicaid/MIChild autism benefit, recommendations for  improving  compliance and 
practice, as well as, suggestions for regions as they continue to develop infrastructure 
and quality ABA service programs. 
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1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Ron Van Houten, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 
The Role of Technology in Autism Treatment?   
This presentation will review the use of technology in behavior analysis and speculate 
on how technology can be used in increase time engaged acquiring skills. Key 
questions to be addressed are: cost/effectiveness, effort, skill levels required, the role of 
private companies, and how behavior analysis can drive software development that is 
informed by behavior analysis principles. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Kent Johnson, Ph.D. (Morningside Academy) 
 
Response to Intervention: What It Is and How to Do It 
Response to Intervention is a systematic, data-based method for identifying, defining 
and resolving students academic difficulties by providing interventions for students who 
are not keeping pace with their peers. It is characterized by monitoring students 
performance regularly throughout a school year, identifying those who are not making 
adequate progress as measured by the periodic assessments, and providing evidence 
based instruction and practice interventions that are matched to their needs. In this 
breakout session I will describe how Precision Teaching can be added to a student’s 
daily schedule to shore up their performance and help them keep pace with their peers, 
while also building the student’s fluency and agility.  
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2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
R. Wayne Fuqua, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
Evidence-Based Practice in Autism:  Challenges in Identifying, Selecting, 
Implementing and Troubleshooting Research-Supported Behavioral Treatments 
A number of state and federal laws have emphasized the importance of “evidence-
based practice” (EBP) in the delivery of autism services.  Furthermore, The Guidelines 
for Responsible Conduct of Behavior Analysts emphasizes the importance of “… 
scientifically supported most effective treatment procedures,” a statement that clearly 
embraces the importance of EBP in ABA autism services. Thus, there is a growing 
consensus that evidentiary support for the efficacy of an intervention is an essential 
component of autism treatment services provided by Board Certified Behavior Analysts 
and possibly by other service providers who work in the autism area.  
 
Unfortunately, there is some confusion as to the definition of EBP with some arguing 
that EBP refers to specific treatments (or treatment packages) whose efficacy has been 
supported by empirical research.  This definition essentially equates EBPs with  
“empirically-validated treatments” or “research-supported treatments.”  Others argue 
that EBP refers to a clinical decision-making process that integrates: a) the best 
available research evidence on the efficacy of a behavioral or medical treatment; b) 
clinician expertise, c) client preferences and values; and d) contextual considerations.  
 
This presentation will provide support for the decision-making model of EBP but also 
note the need to expand the decision-making model to include additional steps that 
stipulate a) objective and ongoing progress evaluation, b) data-based clinical decision-
making throughout the service delivery period, and c) strategies to troubleshoot 
interventions that fail to produce the expected clinical improvements.  
 
While agreeing that EBP is a multi-step process, the emphasis on interventions that 
have adequate research support is still a key component of the EBP process.  This 
presentation will also identify challenges and offer guidance for practitioners seeking to 
identify, select, correctly implement and trouble shoot research-supported behavioral 
interventions.  
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2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Krista M. Clancy, M.S., LLP, BCBA (Children's Hospital of Michigan Autism Center) 
 
If You Build It They Will Come... Or Will They? Implementation of The Medicaid 
Benefit: Capacity Building, Staff Training and Barriers to Treatment  
The state of Michigan has implemented a benefit to offer ABA services to children with 
ASD.  Although it is a great service for families, there are barriers that impact the start 
up of this service.  These barriers include a workforce that is ill prepared for the 
implementation of these services, the need to create an entirely new system for 
services and other barriers involved in providing services to low socio-economic 
consumers.  This presentation will describe how to overcome these obstacles and 
provide effective ABA services within the guidelines of the Autism Medicaid 
Benefit.  Topics covered in this presentation will include: System Development, Autism 
Spectrum Disorder specific interventions and how they translate when working with 
Medicaid consumers, Training, Barriers to Treatment, and Community Collaboration. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Mary Sharp, M.D.  
 
WHAT ELSE MIGHT BE GOING ON? Co-Morbidity and Co-Occurring Disorders, 
Presented with Families in Mind  
Dr. Sharp will discuss co-occurring conditions that may complicate evaluation and 
diagnosis of autism. Then she will briefly review a number of the symptoms that kids 
with autism may experience including I.D., seizures, and gastrointestinal disorders. 
Families will be able to learn about prevention strategies or simple management 
techniques to minimize the impact of these commonly occurring disorders.   
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Stephanie M. Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D; Marissa Allen, M.S., BCBA; and Becky 
Wiskirchen, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 
 
Using Tele-Consultation to Teach and Learn Functional Behavior Assessment 
and Treatment 
This presentation will describe a project funded by the Michigan Department of Health, 
in which five community mental health agencies collaborated with faculty and students 
at Western Michigan University to learn how to implement functional behavior 
assessments (including functional analyses) to identify effective behavioral treatment 
strategies for problem behavior.  The presentation will describe the project and the tele-
consultation process.  Initial outcomes will also be presented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

37 
 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
Jiabei Zhang, Ed.D. (Western Michigan University) 
 
Adapted Physical Education for Children with Autism 
The review of literature revealed that the effects of physical activities on the reduction of 
autistic behaviors have been documented in the adapted physical education research. 
Children with autism do have a significant need to receive adapted physical education 
service. The purpose of this presentation is to introduce adapted physical education to 
the autism community. This presentation is planned to (a) define what adapted physical 
education is, (b) document the effects of physical activities on the reduction of autistic 
behaviors, and (c) propose the principles of using physical activities to teach or train 
children with autism.  
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Richard W. Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 
Notes from a Rambling Radical Behaviorist: Autism for Parent's, Practitioners, 
and Ivory-Tower Intellectuals  
Presented with a maximum of standard English, and a minimum of acronyms and 
esoteric terminology.  
 
“Deep thoughts" about:  

1. The pros and cons of inclusion.  
2. Self-stimulation. 
3. To play with toys or to flap hands. 
4. Giving a damn about other people. 
5. Searching for the behavioral roots of really “slow learning”—the most difficult 

15%. 
6. Learning to learn. 
7. And maybe a few other topics. 
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3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Morten Haugland, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Haugland Learning Center) 
 
Achieving Academic Success through Focus on Education Rather than Treatment 
of Autism 
The prevalent approach for serving students with autism is to focus on treatment, as 
opposed to education. A change is warranted to switch the focus from "treatment" to 
"education," that still falls within the framework of “ABA.” There is a universal 
acceptance that these students don't need treatment. This shared philosophy allows 
focus to shift away from the disability to each student's strengths and 
weaknesses. Additionally, it is interesting to find that data are not used to drive decision 
making as much as one would expect, and a behavioral focus should drive how 
teachers approach intervention. This talk will discuss the difference in these two 
approaches to serving individuals with autism and how focusing on education rather 
than treatment impacts decision making, interaction with students, and actual student 
achievement. Focus will be placed on how to collect accurate data during educational 
programs that fit within the public school model, and how these data should be used to 
guide current and future educational programming and decisions. Lastly, data from 
annual pre-post tests using Woodcock Johnson-III will be shared showing the academic 
gains for all students across core subject areas (Reading, Writing and Math) within the 
Haugland Learning Center, an educational center that focuses on the education of 
children with autism. Individual student’s performances will also be highlighted.    
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 2 
Helen Malone, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Ohio State University) 
 
Using Video Modeling and Prompting to Teach Skills to Children with Autism: 
Techniques and Considerations 
Video modeling (including video prompting) is an evidence-based practice as described 
by the National Autism Council. These methods have been used effectively with 
individuals with autism across skills, and across different functioning levels. Although 
established as an evidence-based practice, the literature is mixed as to what 
prerequisite skills are required for video models to be effective. This presentation is for 
practitioners and will address prerequisite skills required for video models to be 
effective, critical components for effective video models, and appropriate skill areas to 
be targeted when using video models. Data will be shared from current research to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of video modeling and video prompting. 
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4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Glens 1 
Sean Field, M.S., BCBA, TLLP; Steve Sparks, M.A., BCBA; Christopher Walmsley, 
M.A., BCBA; and Jessica Frieder, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University 
 
Understanding Sexual Behavior and Individuals with Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities:  A Review of the Research and Interventions 
Children and adults with autism spectrum disorders, as well as those with other 
significant developmental disabilities, may be more at risk to participate in unsafe sexual 
behavior both with and towards others. Moreover, there is an astounding lack of 
research aimed at addressing the increased vulnerability of this population. This talk will 
provide the attendees with a review of current literature related to sexual education and 
safety for those with autism and other developmental disabilities. Furthermore, several 
procedures used by the authors to address a variety of issues related to sexual 
behavior will be presented and described as a preliminary evaluation of the 
effectiveness of sex education training for individuals diagnosed with autism.  
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Glens 2 
Summer Ferreri, Ph.D. (Michigan State University) 
 
Assessing, Training, and Evaluating Evidence-Based Practices for Students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
This presentation will provide an over-view of results from an analysis of the use of 
evidence-based practices in public school settings for students with autism spectrum 
disorder across the state of Michigan.  Additionally, these results lead to a presentation 
on training service providers to identify, implement and evaluate evidence-based 
practices in their service settings.  Specific examples will be shared, such as research 
studies focused on token economies, video modeling, and the use of iPods as it relates 
to the implementation and evaluation of evidence-based practices. 
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Glens 3 
Kelly Schaffer, Ph.D., BCBA (Western Michigan University) and Cynthia Pearl, Ph.D. 
(University of Central Florida) 
 
Teaching Children with Autism, Evidence-Based Practices 
This presentation will include an overview of resources for educators to learn about 
evidence based practices.  The overview will consist of a website for attendees to view 
current practices, a thorough definition of how practices meet criterion as evidence 
based, and a review of a sample study evaluating the effect of one possible method for 
preparation of teachers who instruct students with autism. 
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Friday, September 26 

 
Workshop 

 
1:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.; Stone Theatre 
Vincent J. Carbone, Ed.D., BCBA-D (Carbone Clinic) 
 
The Role of the Conditioned Motivating Operations in 
Teaching Children with Autism  
Michael (1993) refined the concept of the establishing operation 
(Keller & Schoenfeld, 1950) to include the conditioned surrogate, 
reflexive and transitive establishing operations (EO). The 
publication of Michael’s paper along with the terminological 
refinement to the motivating operation (MO) 10 years later has led 
to a substantial increase in publications on the topic related to the 
treatment of persons with autism. The research over the past 20 
years has demonstrated the important role of the conditioned MOs 
when teaching verbal behavior and other skills to children with autism in applied 
settings. The purpose of this workshop is to selectively review the literature on this topic 
and discuss clinical applications of the reflexive and transitive conditioned motivating 
operations in applied settings with children with autism. Video demonstrations of clinical 
applications will be presented in support of the discussion.   
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Friday, September 26 
 

Vendor/Exhibit Expo 
 

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 1 
 
1. Michigan Department of Community Health – Autism Program 

320 S. Walnut St. 
Lansing, MI 48913 
(517) 335-0388 
www.michigan.gov/autism 

2. Developmental Enhancement, PLC 
7068 8th Ave. 
Jenison, MI 49428 
(616) 667-9551 
www.developmentalenhancement.com 
info@developmentalenhancement.net 

 
3. Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research/ Residential 

Opportunities, Inc
9616 Portage Road 
Portage, MI 49002 
(269) 250-8200 
www.autismtreatmentresearch.org 

1100 South Rose St. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 343-3731 
www.residentialopportunities.org 

 
4. Autism Home Support Services 

2723 South State St., Suite D 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(844) AHSS ABA 
www.AutismHomeSupport.com 
contact@AutismHomeSupport.com 
 

5. Behavior Analysis Center for Autism (BACA) 
BACA 1 
11902 Lakeside Dr. 
Fishers, IN 46038 
(317) 288-5232 

BACA Prep 
9929 E. 126th St. 
Fishers, IN 46038 
(317) 436-8961 

 
BACA Z 
6704 Central Blvd. 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
(317) 769-4335 

 
BACA Hart 
53633 County Road 7 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
(574) 3432001 

 
www.thebaca.com 
SCox@thebaca.com 



 

42 
 

6. Adult Agricultural Community Option for Residential Needs (AACORN) Farm 
2525 Miller Rd.  
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 270-2402 
http://aacornfarm.org 
kim.nelson@wmich.edu

 
7. Western Michigan University Behavior Analysis Graduate Student 

Organization (BAGSO) 
1903 W. Michigan Ave., 3700 Wood Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
(269) 387-4500 
www.sites.google.com/site/wmubagso 
wmubagso@gmail.com 

 
8. Parent to Parent of Southwest Michigan 

3901 Emerald Dr., Suite D 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 345-8950 
www.p2pswmi.org 
 

9. Colorado Autism Center 
1330 Quail Lake Loop, Suite 140 
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
(719) 313-2709 
www.coloradoautismcenter.org 

 
10. Little Star Center

12726 Hamilton 
Crossing Blvd. 
Carmel, IN 46032 
(317) 249-2242 

3922 Mezzanine Dr. 
Lafayette, IN 47905 
 (765) 447-3800 
 

3101 N. Canterbury Dr. 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
(812) 650-3032 

 
www.littlestartcenter.org 
 

11. Lighthouse Autism Center 
3730 Edison Lakes Pkwy. 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(574) 387-4313 
www.lighthouseautismcenter.com 
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12. Beacon ABA Services 
321 Fortune Blvd. 
Milford, MA 01757 
(508) 478-0207 
www.beaconservices.org 
info@beaconservices.org 
 

13. Autism Training Solutions now part of Relias Learning 
111 Corning Rd., Suite 250 
Cary, NC 27518 
1-800-238-6684 
www.reliaslearning.com 
info@reliaslearning.com 
 

14. Logan Community Resources, INC. Autism Learning Center 
2001 Niles Ave. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
(269) 983-5833 
kristinw@logancenter.org 

6339 Atlantic Ave. (opening soon) 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
(574) 250-2930 
bthomas@logancenter.org

 
www.ansaricenterforautism.org 
 

15. Praises, Prizes, & Presents 
(616) 791-7003 
www.praisesprizespresents.com 
jbottum@interconnect.net 
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Friday, September 26 
 

Reception 
 

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 1 
Please join us for dessert, cash bar, social hour, and an opportunity to enter for a 
fabulous prize drawing! 
 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Little Star Center for  
their sponsorship of this evening's dessert and ABA Therapies of Central Michigan  

for their sponsorship of this evening's cash bar. 
 

General Poster Session 
 

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 1 
1. Kelly Kohler, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

An Attempt to Establish Approval as a Learned Reinforcer 
Approval does not function as a powerful reinforcer for many children with autism, 
making it difficult to reinforce appropriate behavior in a functional and consistent 
manner. By establishing approval statements as discriminative stimuli, we expected 
them to also become learned reinforcers. For the current participant, our chosen 
approval statement (“Nice!”) seemed to exert discriminative control over reaching for 
and consuming a reinforcer, starting with the first session of the SD procedure. Our 
chosen disapproval statement (“No”) also seemed to act as an s-delta for reaching. 
We conducted 10 discrimination sessions (100 “Nice” trials and 100 “No” trials) 
before we began assessing the effectiveness of praise as a reinforcer. The SD 
sessions were continued throughout the testing, in order to ensure that the 
discriminative control continued to maintain for our approval and disapproval 
statements. We conducted several experiments to assess the effectiveness of 
approval as a reinforcer, including tests on learning new responses (receptive, 
expressive, free-operant, and simple simultaneous discriminations) and tests on the 
performance of previously mastered responses (receptive and expressive 
responses). Our data show that despite the effectiveness of “Nice” as a 
discriminative stimulus, it seems to act as a very weak reinforcer, at best.  
 

2. Jennifer Freeman, M.A., BCBA and Richard W. Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western 
Michigan University) 

 
Attempting to Establish Approval as a Reinforcer Part II 
Approval does not function as a strong, effective reinforcer for children with autism. 
The use of contrived, non-social reinforcers is often utilized in absence of these 
generalized learned reinforcers. By establishing “Yeah” as a discriminative stimulus, 
that same stimulus should then become a learned reinforcer and can then be used 
to teach and maintain functional skills. For this study “Yeah” and “No” were the 
social stimuli to be established as an SD and an SΔ. Once “Yeah” and “no” showed 
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effective stimulus control for reaching forward and either turning on a DVD player or 
for obtaining a reinforcer, tests for reinforcer effectiveness were conducted. These 
tests included learning tasks (receptive and expressive identification), mastered free 
operant tasks, and simultaneous discrimination. 

 
3. Jessica Korneder, Ph.D., BCBA (Oakland University) and Richard W. Malott, 

Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 

The Use of Response Interruption Redirection, Time-Out, and Differential 
Reinforcement to Decrease Stereotypy. 
Behaviors such as toe walking, hand flapping, nonfunctional vocalizations, and 
rocking are all examples of stereotypy. Stereotypy can occur at high rates in children 
with and without developmental delays (Smith & Van Houten, 1996). These 
behaviors can interfere with the acquisition of new skills (e.g., Dunlap, Dyer, & 
Koegel, 1983; Morrison & Rosales-Ruiz, 1997) and social interactions (Jones, Wint, 
& Ellis, 1990). The purpose of this study was to assess the effectiveness of 
response interruption and redirection (RIRD), time-out, and differential reinforcement 
of other behavior (DRO) in reducing vocal and motor stereotypy with children who 
engage in automatically reinforced high-rates of stereotypy. For this intervention, 
during leisure skills the participant was given an iPad® or LEGOS® and a DRO was 
conducted with highly preferred foods as the reinforcer. Each instance of stereotypy 
resulted in the loss of the iPad® or LEGOS® and the presentation of a RIRD 
sequence. During academic instruction, the combination of RIRD and DRO were 
assessed. The combination of techniques decreased stereotypy from 90% to below 
30% of 10-s intervals during leisure activities and to approximately 40% during 
academic instruction. 
 

4. Stephanie Spruit; Ken Pierson; and Jamie Owen-DeSchryver, Ph.D. (Grand 
Valley State University) 
 
Using the iPad to Promote Self-Management of Social Initiations for a High 
School Student with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
Self-management has been identified as an evidence-based practice for students 
with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) (National Professional Development Center 
on ASD, 2014).  Most traditional self-management systems involve teaching 
individuals to track and record their own behavior using a pencil paper data-
recording procedure (Busick & Neitzel, 2009). However, as technology is becoming 
increasingly ubiquitous, mobile devices can be leveraged to support the 
implementation of self-management systems. In this study, a customizable iPad 
application (app) was developed and implemented with one high-school student with 
ASD. We evaluated the effectiveness of this intervention in improving age-
appropriate social initiations using a single-subject multiple baseline design across 
three settings: the student’s special education classroom, a resource room math 
class, and while walking in the hallway. During the intervention phase, the student 
was taught to use the iPad app to select and record his appropriate verbal initiations. 
The participant’s social initiations increased during the intervention phase compared 



 

46 
 

to baseline data. These results suggest the potential benefit of using the iPad to 
implement self-management systems, given that the technology is age-appropriate 
and could be applied to teach a broad range of skills including social, academic, 
vocational, and daily living skills.   
 

5. Nicholas S. Acker; Stephanie M. Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan 
University); and Shawn P. Quigley, Ph.D., BCBA-D (University of New Mexico 
Medical Group Center for Development and Disability) 

 
The Effects of Varying Duration of Reinforcement on Novel Selection-Based 
Mands Versus Topography-Based Mands 
In recent years, researchers have evaluated individuals’ preferences for different 
mand modalities and its effects on the acquisition of novel mands (e.g., Falcomata, 
Ringdahl, Christensen, & Boelter, 2010). In many of these studies, the modality of 
responding, which Michael (1985) classified as selection-based responding, is 
preferred by participants (e.g., Falcomata et al., 2010). Wraikat, Sundberg, and 
Michael (1991) suggest that topography-based responses may be preferable for the 
acquisition of complex language. However, selection-based verbal responses may 
have faster acquisition in learning initial verbal operants (Charlop-Christy, Carpenter, 
Le, LeBlanc & Kellet, 2002). If individuals prefer selection-based modalities of 
communication, it may be desirable to identify whether their preferences can be 
influenced in favor of topography-based modalities instead. Peck et al. (1996) 
demonstrated that by providing a longer duration and higher quality of reinforcement 
for various mands and problem behavior, response allocation could be shifted 
towards whichever response resulted in longer duration and high quality of 
reinforcement. The current study assessed the effects of varying duration of 
reinforcement on response allocation between topography-based and selection-
based mands. 

 
6. Lauren Cavalli, M.A., BCBA and Carly Piacentini, M.S., BCBA (Great Lakes 

Center for Autism Treatment and Research) 
 
Social Skills Group:  An Early Intervention Model 
Children and adolescents with ASD often struggle with social interactions with their 
peers.  In an outpatient setting, it can be difficult to address social skills as many 
sessions are conducted with the child and a therapist. During the summer months a 
social skills group was developed and targeted a small group of children on two 
different days of the week. This presentation will focus on the development of the 
group, the results, and learning for future groups. 
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7. Blaire E. Michelin, M.A., BCBA; Katie Suszek, M.A., BCBA; Sarah 
Lichtenberger, M.A., BCBA; and Richard W. Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western 
Michigan University) 

 
Teaching Visual Discrimination to a Child with Autism 
According to Green (2001) it has been demonstrated that teaching simple visual 
discrimination has been shown to help cultivate the development of conditional 
discriminations. Green (2012) also stated that some individuals with autism show 
difficulty in acquiring conditional discriminations, but these individuals can acquire 
conditional discriminations after training on simple discriminations. The purpose of 
this study is to teach visual discrimination to a child who is diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. The child has not demonstrated visual discrimination and has 
delayed progress through the classroom curriculum. Visual discrimination will be 
taught using a most-to-least prompting hierarchy with no vocal discriminative stimuli.  
The relevant research has shown that teaching this child simple, visual 
discriminations will help to acquire conditional discriminations. Green (2012) stated, 
“many important skills require simple discriminations or responding differently to 
antecedent stimuli.” Research in stimulus control labs have developed methods for 
establishing simple and conditional discriminations but are rarely applied in practice.  
This study should contribute to the growing research of teaching visual 
discrimination in an applied setting.    
 

8. Kayla J. Vogel, Shannon M. Clark, M.S., and Jessa Love Ph.D., BCBA-D 
(Building Bridges Therapy Center) 

 
Acquisition of Conditional Discrimination Skills:  Transfer of Stimulus Control 
from Matching to Listener Responding (TSCMLR) 
Acquiring conditional discrimination skills can be difficult for young children 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Sundberg and Sundberg (2011) 
explain that conditional discriminations are complex skills in which one discriminative 
stimulus (SD) alters the evocative effect of another in the context of the same 
antecedent event, such that they collectively evoke a single response. For example, 
in the context of listener responding training when a child is instructed to select the 
appropriate item from an array based on an auditory instruction, the child 
must attend and respond to both the visual antecedent (the array) and the auditory 
antecedent (the spoken word) in order to select the appropriate item. 
 
The present case analysis evaluated the acquisition of conditional discrimination 
skills for a four-year-old boy diagnosed with ASD receiving intensive Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA) services from an outpatient pediatric clinic. Since the 
initiation of services in 2013, the client had acquired many skills in the areas of 
manding, motor imitation, and echoics. Obtaining listener responding skills, however, 
was delayed. A Transfer of Stimulus Control from Matching to Listener Responding 
(TSCMLR) program was developed to supplement current programming. 



 

48 
 

The TSCMLR program requires identifying a picture from an array of three using 
systematic fading of picture prompts to transfer stimulus control from matching visual 
stimuli to the auditory instruction. 
 
During the first nine months of services, the client mastered the identification of two 
listener responding targets and reached 16 by the 13th month of therapy. 
Implementation of the TSCMLR program increased his acquisition of listener 
responding skills from 16 to 33, a 51.6% increase within a 42-day period. 
Additionally, the client showed a 41.0% increase in matching target mastery after 
four weeks of exposure to the program. Based on these data, the TSCMLR 
program was effective in teaching conditional discriminations for listener responding 
tasks. Further research is needed to evaluate the generality of these procedures 
with other conditional discrimination skills and other individuals. 

 
9. Joseph T. Shane, M.A., BCBA; Jennifer L. Mrljak, M.A., BCBA; and Richard W. 

Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 

An Analysis of Specific Skill Acquisition, Rate of Acquisition, and Problem 
Behavior as Indicators for Placement in Desirable Academic Settings for 
Children with Autism 
Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention (EIBI) has become widely accepted as a 
highly efficacious treatment option for children with autism. A substantial number of 
studies have shown significant improvements in participants who received Discrete 
Trial Training (DTT). However, studies with large numbers of participants 
consistently report a proportion of students who fail to make much progress with the 
standard EIBI treatment package. A concern, therefore, of everyone providing early 
intervention should be to determine why these children do not make adequate 
progress. Theories and rationales for slow progress are numerous. Some children 
may have lower cognitive abilities, some may exhibit high rates of interfering 
problem behaviors, and some appear to lack effective reinforcers, along with other 
barriers to learning. This poster will discuss the authors’ attempts to isolate certain 
characteristics that may be indicative of long-term success or failure in an EIBI 
program. Data were analyzed from children who were placed into desirable 
academic settings following graduation from a DTT classroom, and compared to 
data from children who transitioned to less desirable, more restrictive settings. 
Discussion of the key differences, and further research into this area, should allow 
the field to determine how to best help the typical “low performers”. 
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10. Shauna V. Costello; Thom E. Ratkos, M.A., and Jessica E. Frieder, Ph.D., 
BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
Treatment of Coprophagia in an Adolescent with PDD-NOS and ADHD 
Coprophagia, the act of ingesting feces, poses severe health risks not only to the 
participating individual, but also to surrounding individuals. The literature base for 
the treatment of coprophagia is limited. The current intervention was designed and 
implemented from literature related to coprophagia, habit-reversal, self-monitoring, 
and differential reinforcement of other behaviors to decrease a dangerous behavior 
(e.g. coprophagia) and socially relevant behaviors (e.g. finger-nail biting, sucking 
thumb, and nose picking) for a nine-year old male diagnosed with Pervasive 
Development Disorder – Not Otherwise Specified and Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder in a clinical setting. The process of troubleshooting and data-based 
decision making involved to develop an effective treatment will be illustrated.  
Results will also include an account of extraneous variables within treatment 
attempts. Treatment differences and future research directions for the treatment of 
coprophagia will be discussed. 
 

11. Elian Aljadeff-Abergel, Ph.D., BCBA (University of Haifa, Israel); Mariah Cole; 
Kirstin Hagen; Rebecca Wiskirchen, M.A., BCBA; and Stephanie Peterson, 
Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
Examining the Operant Function of Feedback:  An Evaluation of the Temporal 
Location of Feedback on Teaching Performance 
Despite the common use of feedback in most training settings, it is not clear yet 
which behavioral function feedback serves. Most researchers consider feedback to 
function as a consequence and advocate for its immediate delivery in the form of in-
vivo coaching or post session review. The literature suggests that when compared, 
in-vivo feedback is found to be more effective than post session feedback. Despite 
these findings, most supervisors are still implementing post session feedback due to 
its feasibility compared to in-vivo feedback. One way to overcome the difficulty of 
providing in-vivo feedback is to deliver feedback immediately preceding the next 
opportunity to perform. Delivering feedback prior to the next opportunity, as an 
antecedent to behavior might serve as an effective and feasible method to improve 
performance. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the operant function of 
feedback by providing it (a) immediately preceding the upcoming teaching session 
versus (b) immediately following the teaching session.  Feedback was provided on 
two teaching skills (error correction and praise rates) of undergraduate psychology 
students. Results of the study suggest that feedback provided before the teaching 
session was more effective at improving teaching skills than feedback that was 
provided after the session. These findings propose feedback functions more 
effectively as an antecedent to future performance as compared to a consequence 
for past performance. However, the behavioral mechanism that explains these 
results is not yet clear. Future studies should investigate whether feedback serves 
as a discriminative stimulus, rule, or other operant. 
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12. Denice Rios, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University); Meline Pogosjana, M.A., 
BCBA; Candice Hansard, M.A.; Ellie Kazemi, Ph.D., BCBA-D (California State 
University Northridge) 

 
A Component Analysis of Performance Feedback 
Performance feedback sessions have included some or all of the following: 
information regarding performance criteria or accuracy of previous performance, 
strategies for correct responding, praise or tangibles contingent on correct 
responding, and opportunities to ask questions. Given the variability in the use of 
feedback across studies, it is unclear which specific components are necessary for 
feedback to be effective. This variability may be why researchers have reported 
inconsistencies in the overall effectiveness of performance feedback. In this study, 
we used a multiple baseline design across participants to teach 5 undergraduate 
students to implement a paired-stimulus preference assessment.  We exposed 
participants to 3 different types of feedback in an additive sequence (i.e., we 
provided participants with information regarding the performance criteria, accuracy 
of previous performance, and models plus strategies for future correct responding). 
We found that providing individuals with information regarding the performance 
criteria in conjunction with the accuracy of their performance was sufficient for 4 of 
the 5 individuals to reach a mastery criterion. The implications of these findings for 
clinical supervisors who provide performance feedback will be discussed.  
 

13. Kimberly Peck (Western Michigan University); Jessica E. Frieder, Ph.D.,  
BCBA-D (Western Michigan University); Rebecca Bovino-Sandquist, M.A., BCBA 
(Private Consultant); Eric Sandquist, M.A., BCBA (Savannah-Catham County 
Public School System); and Yinessia Miller (Armstrong Atlantic State University) 

 
Functional Analysis and Treatment of Problematic Competitive Behaviors in a 
Child with High Functioning Autism 
A modified functional analysis was conducted to assess the function of aggression 
and self-injurious behavior of a seven-year-old child with high functioning autism in a 
home setting.  Results of the functional analysis suggested problem behavior was 
maintained by gaining access to being a forerunner or in a winning position within a 
competitive game context. Assessment results were used to design and implement 
an intervention in the home and community setting by both private consultants as 
well as a family member.  The intervention package consisted of a DRO token 
economy system, NCR access to preferred activities in the form of winning a 
competitive event, extinction, and redirection/response blocking.  In addition, a self-
monitoring component was added to the intervention in which the child is took data 
on his own behaviors in a variety of settings.  Data taken by therapists, parent, and 
the child on problem behavior as well as appropriate alternative behaviors will be 
illustrated.  Results of the intervention will be discussed in terms of utility in multiple 
settings, use amongst individuals with problem behaviors maintained by a specific 
variable, and use of the intervention in generalization settings.   
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Sponsors 

 

ABA Therapies of Central 
Michigan 

 

Autism Alliance of Michigan 
(AAoM) 
26500 American Drive 
Southfield, MI 48034 
(248) 436-5606 
www.autismallianceofmichigan.org 

 

Autism Home Support 
Services 
2723 South State St., Suite D 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(844) AHSS ABA 
www.AutismHomeSupport.com 
contact@AutismHomeSupport.com 

 

 

Behavior Analysis Center for 
Autism 
9929 E. 126th St. 
Fishers, IN 46038 
(317) 436-8961 
www.thebaca.com 
SCox@thebaca.com 
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Behavior Analysis Graduate 
Student Organization 
(BAGSO) 
1903 W. Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
(269) 387-4467 
www.sites.google.com/site/wmubagso 
wmubagso@gmail.com 

 

Discover Kalamazoo 
141 East Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
(269) 488-9000 
www.discoverkalamazoo.com 

 

Great Lakes Center for 
Autism Treatment and 
Research (GLCATR) 
9616 Portage Road 
Portage, MI 49002 
(269) 250-8200 
www.autismtreatmentresearch.org 

 

Lighthouse Autism Center 
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Little Star Center 
www.littlestarcenter.org 

 

 

Michigan Department of 
Community Health (MDCH) 
320 S. Walnut Street 
Lansing, MI 48913 
(517) 335-0388 
www.michigan.gov/autism 

 

Radisson Plaza Hotel & 
Suites 
100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
(800) 395-7046 
www.radisson.com 

 

Residential Opportunities, 
Inc. (ROI) 
1100 South Rose Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 343-3731 
www.residentialopportunities.org 
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Student Autism Alliance of 
Michigan (SAAM) 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
http://rso-autism.wix.com/saam 
rso_autism@wmich.edu 

 

Western Michigan University 
Department of Psychology 
1903 W. Michigan Avenue  
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
(269) 387-4467 
www.wmich.edu/psychology 
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Internet Instructions 
 

Please follow the instructions below to access wireless internet in the Radisson Plaza 
Hotel & Suites conference meeting rooms, courtesy of the Michigan Autism Conference. 

 
1) Set your wireless adapter SSID to:  MichiganAutism2014 
2) Launch a web browser. 
3) If you are not automatically prompted for your log-in information, please type "login" 

in the address bar and press 'Enter'. 
4) Please enter 2DNTD96Q in the access code field, accept the Terms of Service, and 

click the 'Connect' button. 
 
Trouble Connecting? 
If you are experiencing difficulties, please review the following recommended 
configurations: 

 Reboot your computer.  Simply rebooting your computer can fix many common 
issues with connecting to the wireless network. 

 Make sure your wireless device is enabled.  Some laptops have a button to 
turn off the wireless card to conserve battery life.  Please ensure your wireless 
card is activated. 

 Enable the network connection.  Verify that your Wireless Connection is 
enabled in your network settings (if you are using the hotel's wireless bridge, 
verify the appropriate Local Area Connection is enabled). 

 Set your computer to 'Obtain IP Address Automatically'.  Make sure your 
network card is set to get it's IP and DNS information from DHCP. 

 Enable 'Automatically Detect Settings' in your browser connection settings.  
If you have a proxy server setup in your web browser (or have it set to 
automatically detect the proxy), you may be unable to reach the login screen, as 
it will appear to hang.  Disabling the proxy and restarting the web browser should 
take care of the problem. 

 Check Firewall settings.  If you have a Firewall enabled on your laptop, please 
ensure it has been configured correctly to allow you to join the network. 

 VPN passthrough.  Our wireless network seamlessly supports a wide variety of 
VPN clients; however, if you do experience difficulties connecting through your 
VPN, please contact your IT department to determine any additional settings 
your corporate network requires.  Our technical support team will assist in any 
way possible to help you meet your VPN needs. 

 
For further assistance, please contact the Radisson Plaza Hotel & Suites  

24/7 Tech Support at (877) 665-1288. 
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Map of Room Locations 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.   

 
Arcadia 

Ballroom 1 
Arcadia 

Ballroom 2 
Glens 1 Glens 2 Glens 3 

Stone 
Theatre 

 
 
 


