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Michigan Autism 
Conference 

October 7-9, 2015 

 

Welcome to the Third Annual Michigan Autism Conference (MAC)! 
This conference is dedicated to providing families, practitioners, and researchers with 

information on a variety of topics related to the assessment and treatment of those 
affected with Autism. We hope you will find our conference to be  

informative and enjoyable. 
 
 

Registration 
Wednesday, October 7  7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 
Thursday, October 8  7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, October 9   7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  
 
 
Remember to stop by the Continuing Education table for information about CEUs! 
 
 
Please stop by the Discover Kalamazoo table for information about things to do while 
you are in Kalamazoo! 
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Wednesday, October 7 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Lobby 
Arcadia 

Ballroom 
Stone Theatre Prairies 4 Meadows 

 

7:30 – 
8:00 

Registration 

8:00 – 
12:00 

Mark Sundberg 
 

A Behavioral Approach 
to Language 

Assessment and 
Intervention for 

Children with Autism 

WMU Department  
of Psychology 

 
BACB Supervisor 

Training 

Mary Jane Weiss 
 

The Development of 
Social Skills for 

Children with Autism 

12:00 – 
1:00 

Lunch (on your own) - please visit the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

1:00 – 
5:00 

Mark Sundberg 
 (continued) 

WMU Department  
of Psychology 

(continued) 

Jonathan Baker 
 

Considerations and 
Developments in the 

Functional Assessment 
of Behavior Through 

the Life-Span 

6:00 – 
6:30 

Light Refreshments 

6:30 – 
7:30 

Kick-Off Event 
Susan Wilcynski 

Working with Behavior Analysts to Get the Most  
Effective Treatment for Your Child 

 
  

Please turn the page for more information about each event. 
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Wednesday October 7 

 
Workshops 

 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Lunch 12:00 – 1:00); Stone Theatre      
Mark Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Behavior Analysis Center for 
Autism)  
Mark L. Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA-D received his doctorate degree 

in Applied Behavior Analysis from Western Michigan University 

(1980), under the direction of Dr. Jack Michael. He is the author 

of the Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement 

Program (VB-MAPP), and co-author of the original ABLLS and 

the book Teaching Language to Children with Autism or Other 

Developmental Disabilities. He has published over 50 

professional papers and 4 book chapters. He is the founder and 

past editor of the journal The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, a twice past-president of The 

Northern California Association for Behavior Analysis, a past-chair of the Publication 

Board of ABAI, and has served on the Board of Directors of the B. F. Skinner 

Foundation. Dr. Sundberg has given hundreds of conference presentations and 

workshops nationally and internationally, and taught 80 college and university courses 

on behavior analysis, verbal behavior, sign language, and child development. He is a 

licensed psychologist with over 40 years of clinical experience who consults for public 

and private schools that serve children with autism.  His awards include the 2001 

“Distinguished Psychology Department Alumnus Award” from Western Michigan 

University, and the 2013 “Jack Michael Outstanding Contributions in Verbal Behavior 

Award” from ABAI’s Verbal Behavior Special Interest Group.  

 
A Behavioral Approach to Language Assessment and Intervention for Children 
with Autism 
This workshop will describe how to use Skinner’s (1957) analysis of verbal behavior as 

a basis for language and social skills assessment for children with autism or other types 

of intellectual disabilities. The assessment tool, The Verbal Behavior Milestones 

Assessment and Placement Program (The VB-MAPP), will be presented.  Participants 

will learn how to score the VB-MAPP, as well as how to use the results of the 

assessment to determine an individual child’s immediate intervention priorities, and 

long-term IEP goals. In addition, participants will learn how a verbal behavior analysis 

can reveal learning barriers that may impede a child’s language acquisition.  
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8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Lunch 12:00 – 1:00); Prairies 4      
Heather M. McGee, Ph.D. (Western Michigan University) and Katie 
L. Suszek, M.A. (Western Michigan University                                   
Heather M. McGee is an Assistant Professor of Psychology and Co-
Chair of the Industrial/Organizational Behavior Management program 
at Western Michigan University (WMU). She received her B.S. 
(1998), M.A. (2003), and Ph.D. (2004) from WMU. Dr. McGee is also 
co-founder of Performance Blueprints, a performance improvement 
consulting firm specializing in helping small businesses, non-profits & 
human service settings by providing a variety of consulting and 
training services. Dr. McGee has designed, developed and 
implemented organizational performance solutions in a variety of industries and 
settings, including autism service providers, the pharmaceutical industry, education, and 
health and human services. These solutions have included performance-based 
instruction, performance management, behavioral systems changes, and lean sigma 
initiatives. Additionally, Dr. McGee is the Executive Director of the Organizational 
Behavior Management (OBM) Network and serves as an associate editor for the 
Journal of Organizational Behavior Management (JOBM) and on the editorial board for 
Behavior Analysis: Research and Practice. 
 
BCBA 8-Hour Supervision Training 
In their September, 2012 newsletter, the BACB announced that BCBAs providing 

supervision must complete an 8-hr approved supervision training in order to “more 

directly impact the acquisition and maintenance of quality supervision repertoires and 

increase compliance with BACB standards.” However, training alone may not be 

sufficient. Supervisors training people to become Board Certified Behavior Analysts 

typically serve in other professional roles outside of that of BCBA supervisor. These 

roles may effectively compete with the responsibilities of supervising. Having materials 

to reduce the effort of supervising may increase the likelihood of supervisors carrying 

out the full process of behavioral skills training, which would help increase the 

proficiency with which their supervisees can perform the skills outlined in the BACB 

Fourth Edition Task List and Supervision Training Curriculum Outline. The purpose of 

this workshop is therefore to satisfy the BACB 8-hr supervision training requirements as 

well as to introduce some tools for increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of 

supervision and facilitating the process of behavioral skills training for BCBA 

supervisors. 

 

This training program is based on the BACB Supervision Training Curriculum Outline, 
but is offered independent of the BACB. 

  

http://www.bacb.com/Downloadfiles/supervisor_curriculum.pdf
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8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.; Meadows     
Mary Jane Weiss, Ph.D., BCBA (Endicott College)  
Mary Jane Weiss, Ph.D., BCBA-D is a Professor at Endicott 

College, where she directs the Master’s Program in ABA 

and Autism and is a mentoring faculty member in the 

Doctoral program.  She also does research with the team at 

Melmark.  Dr. Weiss has worked in the field of ABA and 

Autism for over 30 years. She received her Ph.D. in Clinical 

Psychology from Rutgers University in 1990 and she 

became a Board Certified Behavior Analyst in 2000. She 

previously worked for 16 years at the Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center at 

Rutgers University, where she served as Director of Research and Training and as 

Clinical Director. Her interests center on defining best practice ABA techniques, 

evaluating the impact of ABA in learners with autism, teaching social skills to learners 

with autism, training staff to be optimally effective, and maximizing family members’ 

expertise and adaptation.  She serves on the Scientific Council of the Organization for 

Autism Research, is a regular reviewer for a variety of professional journals, and is a 

frequent member of service committees for the Behavior Analyst Certification Board. 

She is also a Past President of the Autism SIG at ABAI and a former member of the 

Board of APBA. 

 
The Development of Social Skills for Children with Autism 
Social skills are an elusive target of instruction.  As behavior analysts, we often struggle 

to teach these nuanced skills in ways that transfer into the natural setting.  

Misconceptions abound about the utility and effectiveness of ABA for social skills 

instruction. In this workshop, we will review the deficits associated with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders and the ways in which those deficits impact social functioning. We 

will review evidence-based procedures for teaching social skills and several methods 

within ABA that have been highly successful.  We will also discuss the state of evidence 

for commonly used approaches.   Strategies for developing effective teaching methods 

and for identifying the important components of packaged interventions will be explored.  

Special attention will be given to the issues of generalization and fluency as they relate 

to social skills programming.  In addition, addressing the social skills needs of nonvocal 

learners and older learners will be discussed. 
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1:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Meadows     
Jonathan C. Baker, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan 
University 
Dr. Jonathan C. Baker is a Doctoral level Board Certified 

Behavior Analyst (BCBA-D) and a Clinical Faculty Specialist in 

the Psychology Department at Western Michigan University, 

working in the Autism Center for Excellence. Prior to coming to 

WMU, he was an Associate Professor and coordinator of the 

Gerontology Certificate program, as well as a faculty member in 

the Behavior Analysis and Therapy Program in the 

Rehabilitation Institute at Southern Illinois University from 2009 

to 2015. He received his Ph. D. from Western Michigan 

University (2009) in Behavioral Psychology, an M. S. (2005) in Applied Behavioral 

Sciences and a certificate in Gerontology from the University of Kansas, and a B. S. 

(2003) in Behavioral Psychology from Western Michigan University. Dr. Baker is on the 

Editorial Board for The Analysis of Verbal Behavior (TAVB) and Behavior Analysis: 

Research and Practice (BARP). He has served as a guest Action Editor for TAVB and 

the Psychological Record, and serves as a guest reviewer for the Journal of Applied 

Behavior Analysis, the Journal of Organizational Behavior Management, The Behavior 

Analyst, Behavior Analysis in Practice, The Psychological Record, the European 

Journal of Behavior Analysis, and The American Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease & 

Other Dementias. Dr. Baker is the past President of the Mid-American Association of 

Behavior Analysis. He is the current chair of the Behavioral Gerontology Special Interest 

Group with ABAI and is on the Board of Directors for the Behavior Analyst 

Certification Board. Dr. Baker’s main research interest is behavioral 

gerontology, including the assessment/treatment of behavioral excesses 

and developing programs that remediate behavioral deficits in older adults with 

dementia, as well as treatment adoption. His interests also extend to adults and older 

adults with developmental disabilities. 

 

Considerations and Developments in the Functional Assessment of Behavior 
Through the Life-Span 
The environmental impact on behavior occurs throughout an individual’s lifespan. 

Although a great deal of literature has provided guidance on providing behavior analytic 

support to children and young adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, 

considerably less literature has focused on how those supports can be adapted and 

provided across a person’s lifespan. As medical advances continue to extend the 

expected lifespan for all people (regardless of intellectual or developmental disabilities), 

we are faced with a growing adult and older adult population in need of supports. 

Advancements in certification, licensure, and funding for behavioral services mean that 

more individuals have received support at an early age, but supports may be needed 
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throughout life. Research has shown that challenging behavior is not age related – it is 

just as common in early childhood as it is in adulthood and older adulthood. This 

workshop will synthesize the literature on functional assessment of behavior across the 

lifespan, including the assessment of the behavior individuals with Autism Spectrum 

diagnoses, individuals with other intellectual and developmental disabilities, as well as 

individuals with mental health and/or age-related co-morbidities, including physical 

changes and cognitive changes. the social skills needs of nonvocal learners and older 

learners will be discussed. 
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Wednesday October 7 

 
Kick-Off Event 

 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom    
Susan Wilczynski, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Ball State University) 
Susan Wilczynski is the Plassman Family Distinguished 
Professor of Special Education and Applied Behavior Analysis. 
Before joining the faculty at Ball State University (BSU), she 
served as the executive director of the National Autism Center 
where she chaired the National Standards Project, the most 
comprehensive systematic review of autism literature 
completed to date. She currently serves as the Director of the 
Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders at BSU. 
 
She developed the first center-based treatment program in the 
state of Nebraska while on faculty at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center and was the first female faculty 
member with a research lab in the psychology department at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Wilczynski has edited multiple books and manuals on evidence-based 
practice and autism and has published scholarly works in the Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, Behavior Modification, Focus on Autism and Other Developmental 
Disabilities, Psychology in the Schools, and Education and Treatment of Children. She 
is a licensed psychologist and a board-certified behavior analyst. Wilczynski won the 
2011 Wing Institute Award for her contributions to evidence-based practice and autism 
and is currently the president of the special interest group on evidence-based practice 
of the Association of Behavior Analysis International. 
 
Working with Behavior Analysts to Get the Most Effective Treatment for Your 
Child 
There are often multiple behavior analytic strategies that can be used to support any 

child with Autism Spectrum Disorder. There is rarely (if ever) a single intervention 

method that must be adopted. What parents have to say about their child, the family, 

and the important environments in which the family functions (e.g., church, synagogue, 

etc.) should influence the selection of treatment for their child. Parental concerns should 

also impact whether or not a treatment is continued once it has been implemented and 

who is involved in putting the treatment into place. Lastly, adapting a treatment to real 

world contexts is critical for positive long-term outcomes.  This presentation focuses on 

parental expertise. That is, parents know about their child on the spectrum and the 

context in which the family lives. Parents will be shown how their input is essential to 

great decision-making for their child. A checklist of variables to parents can discuss with 

their child’s behavior analyst will be shared. 
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Thursday, October 8 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Lobby Arcadia Ballroom Glens 1 & 2 Glens 3 

 

7:00 - 
8:00 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:00 - 
8:30 

State Senator Margaret O’Brien 
Opening Remarks and Announcements 

8:30 - 
9:20  

Mary Jane Weiss 
Essential Competencies for Practitioners Working with  

Individuals Diagnosed with Autism 

9:30 - 
10:20 

Robert Schramm 
Motivating Learner Participation with the 7 Steps to  

Earning Instructional Control 

10:30 - 
11:20 

Timothy Vollmer 
Five Groups of Evidence that Severe Problem Behavior is  

Often Predictable and Orderly 

11:30 - 
1:00 

Lunch (on your own) - please visit the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

1:00 - 
1:50 

Bob Ross Dawn Dore-Stites Maureen Ziegler 

2:00 - 
2:50 

 Amy Drayton Dan Morgan Lisa Grost 

3:00 - 
3:50 

Marisa Fisher Summer Ferreri Laurie VanderPloeg 

4:00 – 
5:00 

Poster Session 1 
Exhibit Expo and Bookstore 

 
  



 

13 
 

Thursday, October 8 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Prairies 4 & 5 Prairies 6 Stone Theatre Kalamazoo Room 

 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 
7:00 – 
8:00 

 

Exhibit Expo 
and Bookstore 

8:00 – 
8:30 

8:30 – 
9:20 

9:30 – 
10:20 

10:30 – 
11:20 

Lunch (on your own) – please visit the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

11:30 – 
1:00 

Josh Plavnick Sharon Bradley Robert Schramm 
(1:00 – 2:20) 

Exhibit Expo 
and Bookstore 

1:00 – 
1:50 

Aging Effortlessly 
with the ASD 
Population** 

Kristin Totten 
2:00 – 
2:50 

Jane Howard 
(2:30 – 3:50) ASD Education 

for Educators** 
Curricula for 
Caregivers** 

3:00 – 
3:50 

Poster Session 1 
Exhibit Expo and Bookstore 

4:00 – 
5:00 

 
**Symposium with multiple presenters. 

Please turn the page for more information about each event. 
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Thursday, October 8 
 

Continental Breakfast 
 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.; Lobby 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Discover Kalamazoo and the Radisson 
Plaza Hotel & Suites for their sponsorship of this morning's continental breakfast. 

 
Opening Remarks 

 
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom       
Margaret O’Brien, Michigan State Senator (20th District)                                  
State Senator Margaret O’Brien was recently elected to represent 

the 20th Senate District, which includes all of Kalamazoo County, 

in November 2014.  She was chosen by her colleagues to serve 

in a leadership position as Assistant President Pro Tempore and 

is deeply honored to represent the residents of Kalamazoo.  For 

the 2015-16 legislative term, O’Brien will serve as Chairwoman of 

the Senate Veterans, Military Affairs, and Homeland Security 

committee.  She also serves as Vice Chair of the Banking and 

Financial Services committee, and a member of the Health Policy 

and Insurance committees. 

Previously, she served two terms in the State House of Representatives, representing 

the 61st House district from 2010-2014.  She was unanimously selected both terms to 

the position of Associate Speaker Pro Tempore and frequently chaired the House 

proceedings. 

Senator O’Brien is a life-long resident of Kalamazoo County and grew up on a local 

dairy farm with her parents and three brothers.  She graduated from the James Madison 

College at Michigan State University in 1996 and was hired as a social worker for 

Catholic Charities, where she continues to volunteer today.  She is a REALTOR ® FOR 

RE/MAX Advantage and has been active in many organizations within her community, 

as a Portage City councilwoman and as Kalamazoo County Environmental Health 

Advisory Committee chairwoman.  She and her husband, Nick, have two children, 

Samantha and Tyjon.  As a family they enjoy being active outdoors and are members of 

Valley Family Church. 
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Thursday, October 8 
 

Keynote Addresses 
 

8:30 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom      
Mary Jane Weiss, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Endicott College) 
 
Mary Jane Weiss, Ph.D., BCBA-D is a Professor at Endicott 
College, where she directs the Master’s Program in ABA 
and Autism and is a mentoring faculty member in the 
Doctoral program.  She also does research with the team at 
Melmark.  Dr. Weiss has worked in the field of ABA and 
Autism for over 30 years. She received her Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology from Rutgers University in 1990 and she 
became a Board Certified Behavior Analyst in 2000. She 
previously worked for 16 years at the Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center at 
Rutgers University, where she served as Director of Research and Training and as 
Clinical Director. Her clinical and research interests center on defining best practice 
ABA techniques, exploring ways to enhance the ethical conduct of practitioners, 
evaluating the impact of ABA in learners with autism, teaching social skills to learners 
with autism, training staff to be optimally effective at instruction, and maximizing family 
members’ expertise and adaptation.  She serves on the Scientific Council of the 
Organization for Autism Research, is on the Professional Advisory Board of Autism New 
Jersey, is a regular reviewer for a variety of professional journals, and is a frequent 
member of service committees for the Behavior Analyst Certification Board. She is also 
a Past President of the Autism Special Interest Group at the Association for Behavior 
Analysis International, a former member of the Board of the Association for Professional 
Behavior Analysts, and a former Vice President of the Board of Trustees for Autism 
New Jersey. 
 
Essential Competencies for Practitioners Working with Children Diagnosed with 
Autism 
The practice of Applied Behavior Analysis gets more complex with each passing year, 

and the definition of essential competencies continues to expand.  Our understanding of 

how to apply the science and technology of ABA becomes increasingly nuanced and 

sophisticated with the advancement of research and the development of clinical tools.  

This presentation will focus on the essential competencies for practitioners that will 

enable clinicians to remain aware of best practice recommendations, to stay close to the 

evidence-based nature of our science, and to apply our interventions in ethical and 

humane ways. 

 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Little Star Center for their sponsorship 
of this keynote speaker. 
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9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom     
Robert Schramm, BCBA (ABAI-ABA Deutschland) 
 
Robert has been a BCBA working as the lead supervising Behavior 
analyst for Knospe-ABA (Germany’s largest ABA Service provider) 
since 2003.  He wrote the first edition of his book in 2006 and 
published the second edition of “Motivation and Reinforcement: 
Turning the Tables on Autism” in 2011.  He has recently published 
his new book “The 7 Steps To Earning Instructional Control with the 
help of Megan Miller, BCBA.  Robert’s institute is currently working 
with over 350 children and he is a highly regarded international 
presenter in ABA focusing on the Analysis of Verbal Behavior. 
 
Motivating Learner Participation with the 7 Steps to Earning Instructional Control 
In order to support the education of any learner, there must be a plan in place to earn 
and maintain compliance and cooperation, i.e., Instructional Control.   Robert has 
pioneered a process of earning Instructional Control that is simple, clear and 
reproducible in many settings and learning environments.   This workshop will allow 
participants to learn about Instructional Control, be introduced to the 7 Steps and see 
examples of the 7 steps in action. 
 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Developmental Enhancement for their 
sponsorship of this keynote speaker. 
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10:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom     
Timothy R. Vollmer, Ph.D., BCBA-D, Professor of 
Psychology (University of Florida)   
 
Timothy R. Vollmer received his Ph.D. from the University of 
Florida in 1992. From 1992 until 1996 he was on the 
psychology faculty at Louisiana State University. From 1996 to 
1998 he was on the faculty at the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School. He returned to the University of Florida in 1998 
and is now a Professor of Psychology. His primary area of 
research is applied behavior analysis, with emphases in 
developmental disabilities, reinforcement schedules, and parenting. He has published 
over 130 articles and book chapters related to behavior analysis. He was the recipient 
of the 1996 B.F. Skinner New Researcher award from the American Psychological 
Association (APA). He received another APA award in August, 2004, for significant 
contributions to applied behavior analysis. He is also currently the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis. 
 
Five Groups of Evidence that Severe Problem Behavior is Often Predictable and 
Orderly 
When problem behavior such as self-injury, tantrums, aggression, or property 

destruction occur, observers often lament, “The behavior seems to occur for no reason; 

it just comes out of nowhere.”  The actual scientific evidence on severe problem 

behavior suggests that more often than not, the behavior is quite predictable and 

orderly. The presenter will review five groups of evidence to suggest that problem 

behavior is predictable and orderly:  1.  During a functional analysis, it tends to occur 

under certain conditions and not others, 2. The “matching law” almost perfectly predicts 

the occurrence of behavior, 3.  The behavior stops when it is no longer reinforced, 4.  

The behavior stops when the motivation to engage in behavior is removed, and 5. 

Alternative and less dangerous forms of behavior can be readily shaped to replace 

problem behavior.  Based on this information, the presenter will outline a model for 

behavioral assessment and intervention. 

 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Little Star Center for their sponsorship 
of this keynote speaker. 
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Thursday, October 8 
 

Breakout Sessions 
 

♦C - Recommended for clinic/center-based practitioners 
■E - Recommended for educators 

●R - Recommended for researchers 
▲P - Recommended for parents 

 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom   
Bob Ross, Ed.D., BCBA-D (Beacon ABA Services)                       
♦C 
Establishing Creative Play in Children with ASD: A Behavior Analytic Perspective 
Part 1 
The training will focus on teaching participants procedures for establishing simple play 
repertoires and procedures for reinforcing the use of these basic play skills in novel 
settings, with novel materials and in novel combinations. The instructor will describe 
creativity and generativity in play skills from a behavior analytic perspective.  All 
procedures will be described in terms of basic principles and demonstrated live or via 
videos. Participants will be taught to use research supported strategies to teach play 
skills and to then to support their generalized and expanded use.  These strategies will 
include (but are not limited to; matrix training (Goldstein & Mousetis, 1989), video 
modeling (MacDonald, Sacramone, Mansfield, Wiltz & Ahearn, 2009), activity schedules 
(MacDuff, G. S., Krantz, P. J., & McClannahan, L. E., 1993),  and the  use of Visual/text 
supports for motor and vocal actions in the context of play scenarios. Creativity will be 
defined using behavioral descriptions with an emphasis on how to support stimulus 
generalization, response generalization and recombinative generalization of play skills. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 1 & 2  
Dawn Dore-Stites, Ph.D. (University of Michigan Health System)                       
♦C 
Enter Sandman: Pediatric Sleep Problems and Autism 
Sleep is a critical element to a child’s learning and behavior. In addition, sleep problems 
can lead to difficulties for the whole family—from other children in the home distressed 
by cries from their sibling to parents who have not had a consolidated night of sleep in 
years. The current talk is divided into two sections. In the first, focus will be placed on 
assessment of medical and behavioral variables that can impact sleep, including factors 
unique to children with autism.  The second portion of the talk will focus upon 
empirically supported interventions in the treatment of sleep disorders.  The primary 
goal of the entire session is to facilitate early identification of sleep disorders in a 
vulnerable population of children and adolescents. 
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1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 3  
Maureen Ziegler, M.Ed., Educational Specialist (GVSU)                       
■E 
Peer to Peer Support for Students with ASD 
This module will provide information about a system to establish a peer to peer support 

programs to increase opportunities for students with ASD to access general education 

settings and curriculum. Peers model typical academic and social behavior in 

educational environments throughout the school day and provide support for students 

with ASD to promote independence and socialization. Peer to peer support programs 

and inclusion of students with ASD not only affects outcomes for the students with ASD, 

but can also impact a number of outcomes for typical peers and at risk students.  The 

specific steps for developing a peer to peer support program will be presented including: 

recruitment, training and maintenance of the peer to peer support students. This module 

will also include the concept of medium of exchange as a way to connect students. 

1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Prairies 4 & 5  
Josh Plavnick, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Michigan State University)                       
■E 
Teaching Social Skills in School Settings 
Social skills training is a part of almost all intervention programs for individuals with 

autism spectrum disorders (ASD). However, the majority of social skills interventions 

have been developed and tested outside of school environments (Kasari & Smith, 2013) 

and teach individuals with ASD to interact with behavioral therapists, paraprofessionals, 

or other adults instead of incorporating peers into the intervention as social partners 

(Garcia-Alba, Reeve, Brothers, & Reeve, 2014). School-based social skills training 

requires careful consideration of the complexity of school settings, as well as the 

available resources in a given environment. The purpose of this presentation is to 

provide an overview of procedures that have been successfully used to teach social 

skills in schools, including methods to increase feasibility and sustainability of the 

intervention. An emphasis will be placed on procedures that promote generalization and 

that include peers within the instructional process. 

1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Prairies 6  
Sharon Bradley, Professor Emeritus (Central Michigan University)                       
●R  
An Assessment Model for ASD to Improve Outcomes 
Differential diagnosis of ASD is a complex process.  The process is particularly difficult 
when limitations of current assessment options and insurance company requirements 
are considered.  A comprehensive model of the assessment process will be discussed 
that can enhance the way tests are used and interpreted, i.e., enhance the validity of 
the results obtained.  Strengths and limitations of current assessment options also will 
be addressed. 
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1:00 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.; Stone Theatre  
Robert Schramm, BCBA (Knospe-ABA, ABA-I, EABA, ABA-Deutschland)                       
▲P 
7 Steps for Gaining Cooperation from an Unmotivated Learner 
The goal of the workshop will be to teach participants an approach to earning 

instructional control with unmotivated or otherwise challenging learners that does not 

employ traditional escape extinction procedures such as forced physical prompting, 

physically holding the learner in the teaching setting, or nagging procedures. Through 

the Seven Steps to Earning Instructional Control, participants will be given an easy-to-

teach and therefore reproducible path to earning learner motivation while avoiding some 

of the potentially behavior escalating procedures common in behavior analysis. 

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom  
Amy Drayton, Ph.D. (University of Michigan Medical School and C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital)                       
♦C 
Treatment Strategies for Selective Eaters 
A wide range of feeding problems are common in children with autism spectrum 

disorders but perhaps the most common is eating a restricted variety of table foods. 

Specific behavioral strategies to introduce new foods and increase the amount of each 

new food will be discussed in detail. Signs of oral-motor skills deficits that may block 

treatment progress will also be reviewed. 

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 1 & 2  
Dan Morgan, Ph.D. (Chair, Department of Special Education and Literacy Studies, 
WMU)                       
■E  
Classroom Management Strategies for Handling Disruptive Behaviors: Stuff You 
Should Have Learned in Teacher School 
Many, if not most, teacher preparation programs fail to include evidence-based 
classroom management strategies as integral aspect of their respective teacher 
preparation programs according to a recent report by the National Council on Teacher 
Quality. What evidence-based classroom management strategies should be taught, 
what is being taught instead, and how this contributes in a very significant way to new 
teacher retention will be the focus of this presentation. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 3  
Lisa Grost, MHSA, PAPHS (Michigan Department of Health and Human Services), 
Kristi Drooger, MA, LLPC (Lakeshore Regional Partners), Zach Dugger, MA, BCBA, 
LLP (Braintrust Behavioral Health, LLC), Pam Kimble, LMSW, BCBA (Health West), 
and Adam Simms, LMSW, CAADC (Southwest Michigan Behavioral Health)                      
♦C 
Behavioral Health Treatment in Michigan: Impact and Outcomes 
The growing prevalence of individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) has 

increased the demand for effective supports, resources, and services to address each 
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child’s individual needs in the public Community Mental Health system. There are a 

wide range of challenges for, children and adolescents with autism and their families, 

including transportation, peer relationships, behavioral and language barriers, and 

inclusion throughout the community and educational systems. 

Michigan continues to strive to be a leader in opportunities, services, and supports for 

individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The presenters will emphasis the 

importance of system collaboration and coordination and provide updates on the impact 

and outcomes of Behavioral Health Treatment, including ABA in the Medicaid and 

Community Mental Health system. We are pleased to have experienced experts from 

Michigan including two Regional Prepaid Inpatient Health Plan (PIHP) Coordinators and 

two BCBA’s that work directly with the Medicaid and MI Child population to provide 

quality ABA services. 

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Prairies 4 & 5  
Symposium 
♦C 
Aging Effortlessly with the ASD Population 
 
Chair:  Steve Sparks, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

Scott Schrumm (Residential Opportunities, Inc. & Great Lakes Center for 
Autism Treatment and Research) 
 
The Practicality of Service Availability Across the Autism Spectrum 
Support services for adults across the autism spectrum vary widely and involve 
numerous support systems.  As a primarily residential service provider we 
recognize the strengths in the systems as well as the weaknesses and will offer 
advice for those who are preparing children for their adult life. 
 
Annette VanderArk, LMSW 
 
Community-Based Services for Adults 
Presentation to address the community based services available to adults with 
autism. 
 
Stacie Rulison, M.S., M.Ed., BCBA (Residential Opportunities, Inc. & Great 
Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research) 
 
Adult Service Updates by the Michigan Autism Council 
One of the focus areas of the Michigan Autism Council is the Adult Services 

area, across public and private systems.  This includes analysis of the areas of 

secondary transition programming, living arrangements, education and vocation, 

employment, and public and community integration.  Due to the broad nature and 

complexity of the adult service system, and need for a more integrated system, 
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the Phase I focus has been around secondary transition programming as a 

catalyst to impacting the other domains of adult services.  Recommendations 

have been made by the current work group which align to best and evidence 

based practice, the Michigan Mental Health and Wellness Commission report, 

and federal and state legislation. 

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Prairies 6  
Kristin Totten, Attorney (The Law Office of Kristin Totten, pllc)                       
■E, ▲P 
Legal Navigation through the MDR and Due Process within the Education System 
When autism manifests itself through behavior, schools must gauge if the behavior that 
caused a discipline referral is a manifestation of the child’s disability or intentional 
actions for which suspension and/or expulsion may result.  The MDR is a critical 
meeting in which parents and advocates must be prepared to explain the child’s 
disability and how it contributed to the incident at issue.  When the parent is unable to 
convince the school district that it is, due process must be filed to enable an 
Administrative Law Judge to review the district’s decision and apply the law to the facts 
to determine if the behavior was a manifestation of the child’s disability or not. 

Partnership for Behavior Change 
Job Description 

BCBA  
Minimum Requirement: BCBA 
Major Duties and Responsibilities 

 Conduct assessments (VB-MAPP, AFLS, FAI, functional analysis, preference assessments) for 
initial, new client intake and regular re-assessment for ongoing clients. 

 Prepare insurance company FBA and POC and authorization documents.  
 Provide regular (typically weekly) consultation with client and therapist in appropriate 

environment (home or clinic) as authorized by insurance. 
 Monitor progress and review client program on a regular basis (meet at least bi-weekly) with 

teams to assess progress; make data-based decisions and changes to programs. 
 Provide initial and on-going training and supervision to all staff on each Client’s team. 

o Including supervision towards BCaBA and BCBA 
o Supervision to BCaBA as needed 
o Supervision for RBT as needed 

 Schedule and lead regular team meetings with team leads and therapists.  
 Provide 1:1 therapy as needed per payer regulations and overall scheduling needs.  
 Attend scheduled staff meetings. 
 Complete Safety Care training, CPR, First Aid. 
Supervision and Reporting 
1. Sorah Stein BCBA/Clinical Director, Autism Services 
Phone/text 574-329-6865 Email: steinsorah@yahoo.com 

 
For immediate information, please meet with Donnie Jellison, onsite. Text at 574-993-9595. 
 

mailto:steinsorah@yahoo.com
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2:30 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Stone Theatre  
Jane Howard, BCBA-D, Lic. Psychologist (Therapeutic Pathways/The Kendall 
Center)                       
▲P 
Merging Best Practices in Autism Treatment with the World of Public Policy 
There can be a “disconnect” between what treatments for Autism Spectrum Disorder 

are funded by public policy and what the scientific literature supports. Some barriers to 

the support and funding of applied behavior analysis will be reviewed.  Suggestions for 

designing and implementing advocacy efforts at both the local and state levels will be 

discussed. 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom  
Marisa Fisher, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Michigan State University)                       
■E  
Toward Understanding and Preventing Peer Victimization of Youth with ASD 
Parents report that nearly half (46.3%) to almost all (94%) adolescents with autism 
spectrum disorders (ASD) are victims of bullying, as compared to the estimated national 
prevalence rate of 10.6% of students in the general population (Little, 2002; Sterzing, 
Shattuck, Narendorf, Wagner, & Cooper, 2013). Despite this alarmingly high rate of 
victimization of students with ASD, little is known about the type of bullying individuals 
with ASD experience and effective ways to prevent bullying of students with ASD. This 
presentation will describe two studies. The first study provides information on 
experiences of bullying, as reported by adolescents with ASD (Fisher & Taylor, 2015). 
These adolescents reported high rates of all forms of bullying, but their experiences 
differed from those examples typically addressed on bullying questionnaires. The 
second study present information from interviews peer supports for students with ASD. 
Focus groups were conducted to identify bullying of students with ASD that the peer 
supports have witnessed. The peer supports were then asked for their ideas for ways to 
reduce bullying. The peers reported subtle forms of victimization that might not always 
be recognized as bullying. They also strongly advocated for increased awareness and 
training about students with ASD. I will end the presentation with recommendations for 
improved measurement of bullying of students with ASD and with suggestions for future 
bullying prevention programs. 
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 1 & 2  
Summer Ferreri, Ph.D. (Michigan State University)                       
♦C 
Behavior: Measurement, Functions and Corresponding Interventions 
This presentation aims to demonstrate efficient and effective means to reduce 
behaviors in applied settings.  Specifically, the presentation will provide suggestions for 
(a) convenient measurement techniques, (b) conducting brief functional assessments, 
and (c) developing and implementing related interventions.  The focus throughout will 
be practicality and effectiveness. 
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3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 3  
Laurie VanderPloeg                   
■E 
Using the New Personal Curriculum Parameters to Enhance Equitable Learning 
Opportunities for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders  
The presentation will highlight 1.the Michigan Merit Curriculum amendments that 

became effective in April 2015, specifically, expanded ways of earning required credits 

for graduation with a regular high school diploma, including greater recognition of the 

role of career and technical education; mandatory annual notice to parents about the 

availability of the personal curriculum option; simplified PC application/development 

process; 2.the impact of these changes on supporting equitable learning opportunities, 

increased graduation rates, and improved post-secondary outcomes for students with 

autism spectrum disorders. 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Prairies 4 & 5  
Symposium 
■E 
ASD Education for Educators 
 
Chair:  Allaina Sheltrown, B.S. (Western Michigan University) 
 

Amy Matthews, Professor of Psychology, BCBA (Grand Valley State 
University and START Project) 
 
A Statewide Model to Improve Educational Services for Students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
This presentation will describe the work of the Statewide Autism Resources and 
Training (START) project at Grand Valley State University, funded by the Office 
of Special Education. Participants will gain information on the core activities of 
the START project. These core components include: training and technical 
assistance to school districts using a team-based approach at the early 
childhood, K-12, andsecondary transition levels; a coaching model that supports 
the implementation of evidence-based practices at the building and district levels; 
Regional Collaborative Networks (RCN) that serve as theinfrastructure for 
collaboration and coordination across school districts, intermediate school 
districts, and community stakeholders; and access to resources and information.  
Targeted project goals focus on:providing training, materials, and tools that 
increase inclusive opportunities in schools such as developing peer to peer 
support programs in elementary through high school buildings and promoting 
practices that improve transition from school to work. A brief discussion of 
collaboration with other state projects and initiatives to meet the needs of 
students with ASD and their families will also be provided. 
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Jessica Korneder, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Oakland University) 
 
Center-Based ABA Autism Clinics: Michigan Survey Results 
With the growing need for autism services in Michigan, there is an increased 
need for “professionals, service providers, and community workers with training 
in evidence-based practices in all areas of thestate” (Michigan ASD State Plan, 
2012). It is also reported that the existing Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) clinics 
have waitlists and families often have to travel significant distances to get the 
necessary services for their children who are diagnosed with autism. With this 
being the case, it would be beneficial to increase the number of ABA clinics in the 
state of Michigan. State funds have been provided to a number of major 
universities to help develop their ABA programs so as to enable qualified 
professionals to address the growing need for services within this population 
(H.B. 5742 [H-2]). With the increased number of professionals graduating in the 
upcoming years, creating guidelines for developingand maintaining effective ABA 
center-based services is necessary. Evidence-based treatments are well 
documented but minimal information is available on how to implement those 
treatments, which treatments are the most efficient, and what systems help to 
foster program evaluation and ensure positive treatment outcomes. The purpose 
of this presentation is to provide the results of a survey onhow to set up and run 
an ABA Autism clinic utilizing evidence-based treatments and recognized 
organizational systems. It is intended to provide a brief summary of the 
instructional methods, employee trainings, parent training methods, and program 
evaluations throughout the state of Michigan.   

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Prairies 6  
Symposium 
▲P, ♦C 
Curricula for Caregivers 
 
Kristen Bodine, M.A., BCBA (LOGAN Autism Learning Centers) 
 

Jamie McGillivary, MS, LLP, BCBA (Healing Haven) 
 
The JOY Program; Intensive Parent Training for Families of Children with 
Autism  
Intensive behaviorally based parent training programs have been shown to be 
effective in increasing functional skills in children with autism. However, little 
consideration has been given to the stress that these types of programs place on 
the family dynamic. The JOY program addresses the needs of both children with 
autism and their family members using a combination of traditional ABA 
programming and Acceptance and Commitment Therapy in a center based 
setting. 
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Sarah C. Connolly, Ph.D., BCBA (Marcus Autism Center & Emory University 
School of Medicine) 
 
Web-Based Training and Parental Empowerment 
The process of entering into the special education maze may be an 
overwhelming task for parents who seek to best meet the needs of their children. 
Poor communication and collaboration between the family and school personnel 
may result in parental feelings of confusion during IEP meetings, as well as 
dissatisfaction with services (Stoner et al., 2005). A lack of knowledge regarding 
their child’s condition or the evidence-based treatments that can improve their 
child’s educational experiences may serve as a significant barrier to parental 
involvement. Families who have not learned enough credible information about 
their child’s diagnosis or treatments may have increased difficulty in advocating 
for their child’s needs.  Web-based instruction as a method of increasing parental 
knowledge of evidence-based treatments for ASD is an emerging area of 
research, with a limited number of existing studies exploring the effects of web-
based instruction on knowledge acquisition for parents of children with ASD 
(Jang et al., 2011). Should web-based learning become an option for parents of 
children with ASD, this may result in more cost effective and time efficient 
delivery of training in the area of behavioral interventions. The purpose of this 
study was to explore web-based training as a method of increasing parent 
knowledge of behavioral interventions for children with autism. The current study 
also aimed to determine if increased knowledge of behavioral interventions 
results in increased parental empowerment in educational planning. Findings, 
implications, and future directions will be discussed. 

 
Susan M. Wilczynski, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Ball State University) 
 
Web-based Parent Training and Coaching 
As the prevalence of ASD increases, parents increasingly seek answers to the 

greatest challenges their children face. Children with ASD benefit from behavioral 

treatments that match the needs of the family in every day situations. But parents 

often do not have formal training in these methods. Obtaining access to training 

as well as coaching on how to apply these methods in real life situations is 

difficult for a number of reasons. Finding a time when professionals are available 

and parents are not already transporting their children to needed services can be 

a challenge. Web-based training and coaching may be a 21st century answer to 

a long-standing problem: how to deliver support to parents trying to help their 

children on the autism spectrum. Studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of 

web-based training for increasing the knowledge base of families affected by 

ASD (Granpeesheh, Tarbox, Dixon, Peters, Thompson, & Kenzer, 2010; Jang, 

Dixon, Tarbox, Granpeesheh, Kornack, & deNocker (2011). However, tranditional 

web-based training alone has not significantly increased parent use of behavioral 

strategies. This presentation addresses the preliminary results of web-based 
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training and coaching/feedback on increasing parent use of behavioral methods 

associated with increased compliance. The extent to which parents increase their 

knowledge of behavioral methods, improve their use of these methods, and 

retain a positive relationship with their child during play will be discussed. As this 

is an exploratory approach to treatment, both the practical implications and future 

research directions will be discussed.  
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Thursday, October 8 
 

Exhibit Expo 
 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Kalamazoo Room 
 
1. Behavior Analysis Center for Autism 

9929 E. 126th St. 
Fishers, IN 46938 
(317) 436-8961 
www.thebaca.com 
scox@thebaca.com 

2. Little Star Center
12726 Hamilton Crossing Blvd. 
Carmel, IN 46032 
(317) 249-2242 
www.littlestarcenter.org 
maryr@littlestar.org

 
3. Bierman ABA Autism Center 

16414 Southpark Dr. 

Westfield, IN 46074 

(317) 815-5501, 701 

www.biermanaba.com 

holli@biermanaba.com 

 

4. Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research 

9616 Portage Rd. 

Portage, MI 49002 

(269) 250-8200 

www.autismtreatmentresearch.org 

dsteves@resopp.org 

 

5. Developmental Enhancement Behavioral Health Services 

7086 8th Ave. 

Jenison, MI 49428 

(616) 244-2246 

www.debh.org 

dlaman@debh.org 
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6. Creating Brighter Futures 

3125 Professional Dr. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(734) 926-0740 

www.creatingbrighterfutures.com 

jessica@creatingbrighterfutures.com 

 

7. Residential Options Inc. 

2121 E. Grand River Ave. 

Lansing, MI 48912 

(517) 374-8066 

www.roi-mi.com 

bevins@rio-mi.com 

 

8. Logan Autism Learning Centers 

6339 Atlantic Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

(269) 353-9533 

www.loganautismlearningcenters.org 

bthomas@logancenter.org 

 

9. Braintrust Behavioral Health, LLC 

3320 Tamsin Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

(269) 303-5931 

www.braintrustbehavioralhealth.com 

zdugger@gmail.com 

 

10. Parent to Parent of Southwest MI 

3901 Emerald Dr., Suite D 

Kalamzoo, MI 49001 

(269) 345-8950 

www.p2pswmi.org 

jill@p2pswmi.org 
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11. Autism Alliance of Michigan (AAoM) 

26800 American Dr. 

Southfield, MI 48034 

(844) 463-2266 

www.autismalliancemichign.org 

navigator @aaomi.org 

 

12. Lighthouse Autism Center 

3730 Edison Lakes Pkwy. 

Mishawake, IN 46545 

(574) 387-4313 

www.lighthouseautismcenter.com 

info@lighthouseautismcenter.com 

 

13. AACORN Farms 

2525 Miller Rd. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 270-2402 

www.aacornfarms.org 

cmpinto@pintoproducts.com 

 

14. Behavior Analysis Graduate Student Organization (BAGSO) 

1903 W. Michigan Ave. 3700 Wood Hall 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

(269) 387-4500 

https://sites.google.com/site/wmubagso/home 

katie.l.suszek@wmich.edu 

 

15. Western Michigan University Extended University Program (EUP) 

32820 Woodward Ave., Ste. 220 

Royal Oak, MI 48037 

(248) 485-4504 

www.wmich.edu/metrodetroit 

craig.boyd@wmich.edu 
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16. Western Michgian University Autism Center of Excellence 

WMU Department of Psychology 

1903 W. Michigan Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

(269) 387-4500 

http://www.wmich.edu/autism 

kim.bancroft@wmich.edu 

 

 

17. ABA Pathfinder 

7171 W. 95th St. Suite 150 

Overland Park, KS 66085 

(913) 787-1555 

www.abapathfinder.com 

blackwood@abapathfinder.com 

 

18. QBS, Inc. 

49 Plain St., 2nd Floor 

North Attleboro, MA 02760 

(508) 630-6370 

www.qbscompanies.com 

agately@qbscompanies.com 

 

19. Behavioral Perspective Inc. 

452 N. Eoala Rd. 

Aurora, IL 60502 

(630) 999-0401 

www.behavioralperspectiveaba.com 

cgizewski@behavioralperspectiveaba.com 

 

20. Behavior Development Solutions 

319 White Ave. 

Middlebury, CT 06762 

(203) 232-0871 

www.behaviordevelopmentsolutions.com 

steve@behaviordevelopmentsolutions.com 
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21. A&C Behavioral Solutions 

38807 Ann Arbor Rd. Suite 3 

Livonia, MI 48150 

(734) 474-2958 

www.developingchildhoods.com 

aliciakendall@acbxsolutions.com 

 

22. Centria Healthcare 

41521 W. 11 Mile Rd. 

Novi, MI 48375 

(248) 299-0030 

www.centriahealthcare.com 

nmulvihill@centriahleathcare.com 

 

23. Autism Home Support 

2723 South State St., Suite 150 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(844) 147-7111 

www.autismhomesupport.com 

mschwyn@autismhomesupport.com 

 

24. Positive Behavior Supports Corp. 

833 Barrington 

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230 

(800) 832-6727 ext. 1075 

www.teampbs.com 

mnolan@teampbs.com 

npostma@teampbs.com 

 

25. Summit Pointe Autism Center 

100 Country Pines Ln. 

Battle Creek, MI 49015 

(269) 441-2700 

www.summitpointe.org 

akp@summitpointe.org 
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Thursday, October 8 
 

Reception 
 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Kalamazoo Room 
Please join us for a special dessert, cash bar, and social hour! 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Little Star Center for their sponsorship 
of this afternoon’s dessert, and Autism Home Support Services for their sponsorship of 
this afternoon’s bar service. 
 

 
 

Poster Session 1 
 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Kalamazoo Room 
1. Allaina Sheltrown, B.S.; Andrew Bulla, M.A., BCBA; Jessica Frieder, Ph.D., 

BCBA-D; and Thomas Ratkos, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

Using Differing Reinforcement Schedules to Break a Response Chain That 
Resulted in Self-Injurious Behavior During Independent Tasks 
In 2014, Western Michigan University began collaborating with the Van Buren 
Intermediate School District, and worked with teachers in different classrooms to 
identify students in need of services. The student, whose data are represented on 
the graph, was selected because of self-injurious behavior (SIB) during independent 
tasks. Assessment determined that the behavior was part of a response chain. 
Systematically, the WMU team faded from a dense schedule of blocking and 
delivery of praise to a time-based schedule. Results of the intervention indicated that 
it was effective at reducing the rate of SIB from 275 to zero per hour. 
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2. Blaire Michelin, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

Simple and Conditional Visual Discrimination Training for Children with 
Autism 
Numerous everyday living skills rely on an individual having an extensive conditional 
discrimination repertoire. Some children with autism show difficulty in acquiring 
conditional discriminations, which can lead to delayed progress through classroom 
curricula. Green (2001) stated that it has been demonstrated that teaching simple 
visual discrimination tasks help cultivate the development of more complex visual 
discriminations. The purpose of this study was to teach two individuals with autism 
simple and conditional visual discrimination tasks. Once the simple discrimination 
procedure was mastered, a conditional visual discrimination procedure was 
implemented. Simple and conditional visual discrimination were taught using trial-
and-error and within-stimulus prompts. 

 
3. Christina Weldy and Jennifer Elia (Behavior Analysis Center for Autism) 

 
The Effects of Habit Reversal Procedures to Reduce Toe Walking 
Habit reversal procedures have been shown to be effective and replicable in over 25 
years of research across many different habits and related behaviors (Miltenberger 
et al.,1998). There is little published research on effective procedures to decrease 
toe walking in children with autism. Toe walking may be socially stigmatizing and 
lead to adverse physical consequences (shortened Achilles tendon).  Decreasing 
this behavior may lead to better ambulation, decreased chances of adverse physical 
effects, and greater social acceptance.  The purpose of this pilot study was to 
evaluate a simplified habit reversal procedure on the frequency of toe walking in one 
participant across two settings. 
 

4. Denice Rios, Stephanie Peterson, Rebecca Wiskirchen, and Ian McElfish 
(Western Michigan University) 

 
Conducting Behavioral Assessments via Teleconsultation 
Currently, the demand for behavior analytic services far exceeds the number of 
individuals that can provide them. Specifically, in rural areas, the lack of access to 
qualified behavior analysts often results in the postponement of services for many 
families. In order to address this problem, researchers and practitioners have begun 
to provide such services via remote technology. The purpose of this study was to 
evaluate the efficacy and feasibility of the remote implementation of various 
behavioral assessments. Specifically, we collaborated with parents and service 
providers to assess the function of problem behavior via a live-view camera. In this 
poster, we provide a case description of one participant whose assessment was 
conducted through the live-view technology. The participant was an 8-year-old boy 
with autism who received behavior analytic services through a public organization. 
Behavior analysts at a university setting provided training, on-going consultation, 
and live feedback to the client’s staff and parents on conducting functional behavior 
assessments and choice interventions. Outcomes of this study provide evidence of 
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the effectiveness of implementing functional behavior assessments via remote 
technology. 
 

5. Emily Abel (Purdue University) 
 

Perceptions of Autism and Full Inclusion:  The Roles of Information and 
Gender 
TBA 
 

6. Jesse Carrington, B.S., BCaBA and Jeana Koerber, M.A., BCBA (Great Lakes 
Center for Autism Treatment and Research) 

 
A Group Staff Management Intervention to Increase Learning Opportunities for 
Children Receiving Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention Services 
The purpose of this intervention was to heighten awareness and increase the 
number of learning opportunities for children receiving EIBI services.  The staff were 
provided a goal, a sheet to record the total number of trials per half hour interval, 
and a frequency clicker to track their current trial rates.  Their group goal was for 
80% of the children receiving services to have a 5% increase in learning 
opportunities per half hour.  If staff met their goal of 80% of children with the 
increase they were entered into a prize drawing for a gift card of their choice. 
 

7. Kristin Hagen, Becky Wiskirchen, and Stephanie Peterson (Western Michigan 
University) 

 
An Evaluation of Concurrent Chains Choice Procedures for Escape Maintained 
Problem Behavior 
The present study assessed the effectiveness of a concurrent chains choice 
procedure as an intervention for escape maintained problem behavior. An eight-
year-old girl eligible for special education services under the label of Cognitive 
Impairment-Mild participated in the study. Assessments included a multiple stimulus 
without replacement preference assessment, a functional analysis, break 
assessment, and a choice analysis. Once an effective intervention was identified, 
the intervention was then implemented in the participant’s general education 
classroom. Results of the present study extend previous studies that have measured 
the effects of manipulating various dimensions of negative reinforcement (i.e. a 
break) as an intervention for escape maintained behavior, with this study focusing on 
duration and quality. While the intervention produced mixed results once 
implemented in the classroom, the highest quality break was accessed most often. 
Overall, the intervention was effective at addressing the participant’s motivation but 
the mixed results may be attributed to academic skill deficits. 
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8. Heather Gilmore, LLMSW and Leasa Androl, M.A., BCBA (Autism Centers of 
Michigan) 

 
7 Steps of Instructional Control to Decrease Maladaptive Behaviors and 
Increase Skill Acquisition:  Case Study 
A case study was conducted to assess the impact of implementing Robert 
Schramm’s “7 Steps of Instructional Control” for a four year old boy with a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder. Pre-intervention data indicated high levels of 
maladaptive behavior and low rates of skill acquisition. The 7 Steps were followed as 
a replacement for the previous maladaptive behavior reduction plan. The results 
indicated that maladaptive behaviors decreased and that skill acquisition increased 
for this child. Reliability was strengthened by providing Behavior Technicians with 
extensive training and continuous monitoring of procedural fidelity by the BCBA. 

 
9. Jennifer Mrljak, M.A., BCBA and Richard W. Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western 

Michigan University) 
 
Using Shaping to Establish Imitative Repertoires 
Some children with autism are unable to acquire imitation despite receiving applied 
behavior analysis therapy meant to teach that and other important repertoires. Many 
ABA programs utilize physical prompting hierarchies either as a component of the 
discriminative stimulus or the correction procedure after an error. But even after 
lengthy exposure to these teaching techniques some children still do not acquire 
imitative responses. This study evaluated the use of shaping as a method to 
establish imitative motor responses in children who were not demonstrating any 
imitative behaviors under the control of the model’s behavior. The primary 
differences from common teaching methods included reinforcing approximations to 
the target behavior and increasing the response requirements incrementally over 
time, in addition to increasing the duration of the model’s actions and fading that 
over time. Three participants acquired a variety of imitative responses. 
 

10. Jennifer L. Freeman, M.A., BCBA; Alissa DeNato; and Richard Malott, Ph.D., 
BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
Transitioning Children with Autism from 1-on-1 Settings to Full-Time Special 
Education Classrooms 
The goal of many early intensive behavioral intervention (EIBI) programs is to 
prepare children with autism to be successful in less restrictive environments. 
However, few studies have detailed the steps necessary to promote a successful 
transition to these educational settings.  We have two children who are currently 
receiving 20 hours a week of 1:1 ABA treatment at the Kalamazoo Autism Center 
and are enrolled part-time in a special education pre-school classroom. Both 
children have also been assigned to attend a full-time educational setting starting in 
the either the summer or fall of 2015. With the goal of aiding each child during their 
transition, this study will involve periodic evaluations of each child’s progress. The 
data of past and current curricula will be examined, and treatment goals will be 
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determined using the Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement 
Program (VB-MAPP), especially the barriers and transitions assessments. We will 
also collaborate with the child’s teachers collect information on the criteria educators 
use to determine success in each classroom. Our intervention will focus on teaching 
these children the necessary skills for success in a less restrictive environment, and 
less on the acquisition of additional academic skills. 
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Friday, October 9 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Lobby Arcadia Ballroom Glens 1 & 2 Glens 3 

 

7:00 - 
8:00 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:00 - 
8:30 

Announcements 

8:30 - 
9:20  

Jane Howard 
Intensive Behavior Analytic and Eclectic Interventions for Children with 

Autism: Some Data for Decision Makers 

9:30 - 
10:20 

Susan Wilcynski 
Evidence-Based Practice of ABA: Where Science Meets Practice 

10:30 - 
11:20 

Mark Sundberg 
What Constitutes a Behavioral Approach to Autism Treatment? 

11:30 - 
1:00 

Lunch (on your own) - please visit the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

1:00 - 
1:50 

Bob Ross Chaturi Edrishina Lloyd Peterson 

2:00 - 
2:50 

Matthew Brodhead Mary Sharp Jonathan Baker 

3:00 - 
3:50 

Steve Goodman 
Advancements in 

 Early Intervention** 
Alan Poling 

4:00 – 
5:00 

Poster Session 2 
Exhibit Expo and Bookstore 
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Friday, October 9 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.  A map is located at the back of your program. 

Prairies 4 & 5 Prairies 6 Stone Theatre Kalamazoo Room 

 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 
7:00 – 
8:00 

 

Exhibit Expo 
and Bookstore 

8:00 – 
8:30 

8:30 – 
9:20 

9:30 – 
10:20 

10:30 – 
11:20 

Lunch (on your own) – please visit the Discover Kalamazoo 
 table for a list of local restaurants 

11:30 – 
1:00 

Katherine 
Pickard 

James Todd Richard Malott 

Exhibit Expo 
and Bookstore 

1:00 – 
1:50 

Wayne Fuqua Heather McGee 
Autism Alliance 

of Michigan 
(AAoM) 

2:00 – 
2:50 

Stephanie 
Peterson 

Practitioner 
Perfection** 

3:00 – 
3:50 

Poster Session 2 
Exhibit Expo and Bookstore 

4:00 – 
5:00 

 
**Symposium with multiple presenters. 

Please turn the page for more information about each event. 
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Friday, October 9 
 

Continental Breakfast 
 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.; Lobby 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Residential Opportunities, Inc. and the 
Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research for their sponsorship of this 
morning's continental breakfast. 

 
Announcements 

 
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom        
 

Keynote Addresses 

8:30 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom    
Jane Howard, BCBA-D, PSY (Therapeutic Pathways/The 
Kendall Centers) 
 
Jane Howard, Ph.D., is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst–
doctoral level (BCBA-D) and a licensed psychologist 
(California).  Dr. Howard received her B.A. in psychology from 
Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts and 
her M.A. and Ph.D. from Western Michigan University.  Dr. 
Howard co-founded Therapeutic Pathways and The Kendall 
Centers where she currently serves as Co-Director.  Located in 
Northern California, these agencies provide behavior analytic 
treatment to pediatric and adolescent populations, including 
comprehensive, intensive intervention to more than 
350individuals diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Dr. 
Howard is Professor Emeritus at California State University, Stanislaus in Turlock, 
California, where she taught graduate courses in behavior analysis and child clinical 
psychology.  While at the University she founded The Center for Direct Instruction, an 
on-campus clinic for children with a range of behavioral and academic needs.  Dr. 
Howard is the co-author of studies on evidence-based treatment for children with a 
range of clinical needs in peer reviewed journals such as The Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, Research in Developmental 
Disabilities, and Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders.  In addition, has made 
numerous presentations at national and international conferences. Dr. Howard is also 
the past President of the Behavior Analyst Certification Board and served as the Public 
Policy Chair for the California Association for Behavior Analysis. 
 
Intensive Behavior Analytic and Eclectic Interventions for Children with Autism: 

Some Data for Decision Makers 

Deciding which treatment to provide to children with autism is among the most important 
decisions made by parents, clinicians, funders, public policy makers. Multiple studies 
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have now compared intensive behavior analytic intervention for young children with 
autism to the most widely available alternative:  eclectic treatment. Intensive, 
comprehensive behavior analytic treatment consistently out performs the eclectic model 
on standardized measures of cognitive functioning, language, and adaptive skills,(e.g., 
Sparkman, Cohen, Green, & Stanislaw, 2005; Howard, Stanislaw, Green, Sparkman, & 
Cohen, 2014). For example, Howard et al (2015) reported that approximately 60% of 
the children who received early intensive behavior analytic intervention tested in the 
normal range of cognitive functioning after 3 years of treatment compared to 25% of the 
children who received eclectic interventions, even when the intervention was specifically 
designed for children with autism.  Similar findings are found when reviewing the results 
of language testing and measures of adaptive skills. Finally, possible reasons as to why 
the eclectic model is widely implemented will be discussed along with possible ways to 
address barriers to the adoption of effective treatment. 
 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Little Star Center for their sponsorship 
of this keynote speaker. 
 
9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom     
Susan Wilcynski, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Ball State University)   
 
Susan Wilczynski is the Plassman Family Distinguished 
Professor of Special Education and Applied Behavior Analysis. 
Before joining the faculty at Ball State University (BSU), she 
served as the executive director of the National Autism Center 
where she chaired the National Standards Project, the most 
comprehensive systematic review of autism literature 
completed to date. She currently serves as the Director of the 
Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders at BSU. She developed 
the first center-based treatment program in the state of 
Nebraska while on faculty at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center and was the first female faculty member with a 
research lab in the psychology department at the University of Southern Mississippi. 
Wilczynski has edited multiple books and manuals on evidence-based practice and 
autism and has published scholarly works in the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 
Behavior Modification, Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, 
Psychology in the Schools, and Education and Treatment of Children. She is a licensed 
psychologist and a board-certified behavior analyst. Wilczynski won the 2011 Wing 
Institute Award for her contributions to evidence-based practice and autism and is 
currently the president of the special interest group on evidence-based practice of the 
Association of Behavior Analysis International. 
 
Evidence-Based Practice of ABA: Where Science Meets Practice 
The evidence-based practice of applied behavior analysis involves the integration of the 

best available evidence gleaned from the literature with professional judgment and 

client values/context. The phrase “evidence-based practice” does not imply that 

practitioners should randomly select among treatments identified in evidence-based 
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practice guidelines or systematic reviews. This presentation reviews each of the 

components of evidence-based practice but highlights the importance of client and 

contextual variables that should influence treatment selection. Behavior analytic 

literature focusing on client variables (e.g., medical conditions that may serve as 

motivating operations) and contextual variables (e.g., environmental and resource 

constraint) will be used to demonstrate why these variables are essential to effective 

clinical decision-making.  Parental role in the determination of client and contextual 

variables will be given a prominent position in the discussion because the least effective 

intervention is the one that is never used. Parents must consider variables other than 

the level of empirical evidence support a given treatment. The recent results of the 

National Autism Center’s National Standards Project 2.0 will be briefly incorporated into 

the discussion in conjunction with a larger focus on providing appropriate behavior 

analytic services to clients on the spectrum. 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank the Behavior Analysis Center for 
Autism (BACA) for their sponsorship of this keynote speaker. 
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.; Arcadia Ballroom 
Mark Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Behavior Analysis Center for 
Autism)      
 
Mark L. Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA-D received his doctorate 
degree in Applied Behavior Analysis from Western Michigan 
University (1980), under the direction of Dr. Jack Michael. He is 
the author of the Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and 
Placement Program (VB-MAPP), and co-author of the original 
ABLLS and the book Teaching Language to Children with 
Autism or Other Developmental Disabilities. He has published 
over 50 professional papers and 4 book chapters. He is the 
founder and past editor of the journal The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, a twice past-
president of The Northern California Association for Behavior Analysis, a past-chair of 
the Publication Board of ABAI, and has served on the Board of Directors of the B. F. 
Skinner Foundation. Dr. Sundberg has given hundreds of conference presentations and 
workshops nationally and internationally, and taught 80 college and university courses 
on behavior analysis, verbal behavior, sign language, and child development. He is a 
licensed psychologist with over 40 years of clinical experience who consults for public 
and private schools that serve children with autism.  His awards include the 2001 
“Distinguished Psychology Department Alumnus Award” from Western Michigan 
University, and the 2013 “Jack Michael Outstanding Contributions in Verbal Behavior 
Award” from ABAI’s Verbal Behavior Special Interest Group. 
 
What Constitutes a Behavioral Approach to Autism Treatment? 
It is clear that the principles and procedures that constitute behavior analysis can have 

a significant impact on individuals with autism.  However, with the recent passage of 
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several insurance bills, many are now claiming to provide behaviorally based services.  

In addition, schools attempting to implement behavioral programs have few guidelines 

as to what actually constitutes a behavioral program. We as professional behavior 

analysts need to define our practice in a way that provides clearer guidance and criteria 

for those claiming or attempting to provide behavioral services. This presentation will 

provide some suggestions regarding what constitutes a behavioral approach to autism 

treatment. 

 

Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Novel Responses for their sponsorship 
of this keynote speaker. 
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Friday, October 9 
 

Breakout Sessions 
 

♦C - Recommended for clinic/center-based practitioners 
■E - Recommended for educators 

●R - Recommended for researchers 
▲P - Recommended for parents 

 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom   
Bob Ross, Ed.D., BCBA-D (Beacon ABA Services)                       
♦C 
Establishing Creative Play in Children with ASD: A Behavior Analytic Perspective 
Part 2 
The training will focus on teaching participants procedures for establishing simple play 
repertoires and procedures for reinforcing the use of these basic play skills in novel 
settings, with novel materials and in novel combinations. The instructor will describe 
creativity and generativity in play skills from a behavior analytic perspective.  All 
procedures will be described in terms of basic principles and demonstrated live or via 
videos. Participants will be taught to use research supported strategies to teach play 
skills and to then to support their generalized and expanded use.  These strategies will 
include (but are not limited to; matrix training (Goldstein & Mousetis, 1989), video 
modeling (MacDonald, Sacramone, Mansfield, Wiltz & Ahearn, 2009), activity schedules 
(MacDuff, G. S., Krantz, P. J., & McClannahan, L. E., 1993),  and the  use of Visual/text 
supports for motor and vocal actions in the context of play scenarios. Creativity will be 
defined using behavioral descriptions with an emphasis on how to support stimulus 
generalization, response generalization and recombinative generalization of play skills. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 1 & 2  
Chaturi Edrisinha, Ph.D., BCBA-D & Jan Graetz, Ph.D. (Oakland University)                       
■E 
Autism and Sexuality Across the Lifespan 
Individuals with ASD may face challenges throughout their lives related to 
understanding their bodies, physical urges, and sexuality. From young children’s issues 
such as discovering their anatomy to puberty and beyond, families often have questions 
on how to navigate sexuality. How can you explain appropriate vs. inappropriate 
behaviors? How do you explain dating and relationships? How can you help your loved 
one maintain their dignity and quality of life when it comes to issues of sexuality? We 
will discuss these topics and as well as offer strategies that may help you address these 
issues. In this interactive session we will in addition discuss some of our triumphs and 
successes as well as share some of less successful clinical cases. 
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1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Glens 3  
Lloyd Peterson, Ed.D., BCBA-D (Compass, LLC)                       
■E 
Behavior Builders!  Disciplinary Alternatives for Students with Social Deficits 
Individuals with social deficits often times have a hard time behaving appropriately in 
school settings, and are typically labeled as disruptive students.  Traditional methods of 
handling these students include demerits, in-school suspension, out-of-school 
suspension, and sometimes even expulsion.  This presentation will discuss alternatives 
to these forms of discipline in the schools.  More specifically, social skills instruction will 
be highlighted as an intervention that helps students behave appropriately in a variety of 
school settings. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Prairies 4 & 5  
Katherine Pickard, M.Phil, M.A., Clinical Psychology Doctoral Student (Michigan 
State University)                       
♦C 
Using Community Partnerships to Reduce Service Access Barriers as They 
Relate to Parent-Mediated Interventions for Families of a Child with ASD.  
Within the autism spectrum disorder (ASD) field, service use disparities have been 

noted to impede under-resourced, ethnic minority families’ ability to access services for 

their child with ASD. This same research has also shown that these families are at a 

greater risk to drop out of ASD services once they do begin. Rates of attrition in ASD 

services are particularly relevant for parent-mediated interventions, and may suggest a 

lack of fit between evidence-based, parent-mediated interventions as they are presently 

being implemented in underserved, community-based settings. This presentation will 

outline the common barriers for families to use parent-mediated interventions. In doing 

so, it will emphasize that more effective service delivery models could be used to create 

parent-mediated interventions that are better able to meet the needs of under-resourced 

families of children with ASD. In doing so, it will highlight the methods and findings from 

recent community-based partnerships that were used to enhance the fit of an exiting 

evidence-based, parent-mediated intervention (i.e. Project ImPACT) for Medicaid 

eligible families in Michigan. 

1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Prairies 6  
James T. Todd, Ph.D. (Eastern Michigan University)                       
♦C 
Guests from Uninhabited Worlds:  ABA and the Eclectic Temptation. 
An apparently growing practice among behavioral treatment providers is to combine 
their offerings with those from other traditions.  The most common version of this seems 
to be a combination of ABA and a so-called “developmental” approach: ABA and 
DIR/Floortime being a prime example.  But, when we also discover ABA combined with 
homeopathy, Reiki, and various forms of energy medicine, we realize that anything is 
possible. The rational often given when ABA is combined with something else is that we 
are “getting the best of both worlds.” The problem is that if we are speaking of autism 
treatment, we currently know of only one inhabited world, finding the rest barren of life.  
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This is not to say that there are not useful practices out there that we have not thought 
of. But, if we are to find something useful on these other planets, more exploration is 
necessary, and hoping that our party will be substantially enhanced by interesting 
extraterrestrials is premature at best. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.; Stone Theatre  
Richard Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University)                       
▲P 
Introduction to Behavior Analysis for Autism Mamas and Papas 
Designed mainly for autism mamas and papas, without neglecting the occasional 
seasoned pro in the audience, realizing those two groups aren't mutually exclusive, and 
with time for input from both groups. What you need to do. What's really hard to do. 
What behavior analysis can and can't do. Welcome to the club. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom  
Matthew T. Brodhead, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Purdue University)                       
♦C 
Strategies for Using Activity Schedules to Promote Independence   
Activity schedules are a type of environmental support that contains visual or auditory 

cues that serve as discriminative stimuli to engage in a sequence of activities.  While 

multiple studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of activity schedules in 

maintaining an individual’s on-task behavior, researchers have only recently begun 

investigating the potential for activity schedules to promote social and on-task behavior 

between peers.  The purpose of this presentation is to provide a background on activity 

schedules and discuss recent and ongoing research that examines how activity 

schedules can control complex social interactions during a complex social game. 
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2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 1 & 2  
Mary P. Sharp, MD (Autism Medical Consulting PLC, Mid-Michigan Autism Association)                       
♦C 
What Else Might Be Going On? A Presentation About Co-Occurring Disorders and 
Comorbidity Associated with ASDs 
The public and many professionals continue to be confused about what ASDs are and 
aren’t. Many wonder why there is so much variation in individuals with ASDs.  This 
presentation will help people understand the co-phenomenon that occur in individuals 
with I/DD and give insight into evaluation, management and most importantly strategies 
for prevention of complicating variables. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Glens 3  
Jonathan C. Baker, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University)                       
♦C 
Considerations and Developments in the Functional Assessment of Behavior 
Through the Lifespan 
The environmental impact on behavior occurs throughout an individual’s lifespan. 

Although a great deal of literature has provided guidance on providing behavior analytic 

support to children and young adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, 

considerably less literature has focused on how those supports can be adapted and 

provided across a person’s lifespan. As medical advances continue to extend the 

expected lifespan for all people (regardless of intellectual or developmental disabilities), 

we are faced with a growing adult and older adult population in need of supports. 

Advancements in certification, licensure, and funding for behavioral services mean that 

more individuals have received support at an early age, but supports may be needed 

throughout life. Research has shown that challenging behavior is not age related – it is 

just as common in early childhood as it is in adulthood and older adulthood. This 

workshop will synthesize the literature on functional assessment of behavior across the 

lifespan, including the assessment of the behavior individuals with Autism Spectrum 

diagnoses, individuals with other intellectual and developmental disabilities, as well as 

individuals with mental health and/or age-related co-morbidities, including physical 

changes and cognitive changes. On Wednesday, Dr. Baker will provide a workshop on 

this material. This presentation will be a condensed version of that work shop, geared 

towards those who are interested in the topic but unable to attend the workshop. 

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Prairies 4 & 5  
Wayne Fuqua, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University)                       
♦C 
A Survey of Evidence-Based Practice and Resource Needs for BCBAs and the 
Development of Video Training Resources 
Evidence-based practice (EBP) in behavior analysis is a multi-component process that 

includes: a) identification of evidence-based behavioral interventions (EBBIs); b) 

selecting or modifying EBBIs based on the unique features of the client, context or 

therapist skills; c) implementing the EBBIs, often as modified to match unique client or 
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context features, with high fidelity; d) continuous evaluation of clinical progress and e) 

modifying EBBIs based on continuous evaluation of treatment success and failure.  

Although the evidence-based practice model is compatible with behavior analysis 

training and BACB ethical guidelines, little is known about the degree to which behavior 

analysis practitioners implement all steps of the EBP process.  This presentation reports 

the results of a survey of behavior analysis practitioners regarding: a) their 

understanding and implementation of EBP in Behavior Analysis and b) the training and 

resource needs for survey respondents who aspire to adopt the EBP model in their 

behavior analysis practice.  Finally this presentation will report on the development of 

video training resources designed to improve the delivery of EBP for children and 

adolescents diagnosed with autism.   

 

2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.; Prairies 6  
Heather McGee, Ph.D. (Western Michigan University)                       
♦C 
Using Behavioral Systems Analysis to Improve the Clinical, Administrative, and 
Supervision Functions in Autism Service Organizations 
Continuously increasing demands for ABA services, ever changing and expanding 
licensure and insurance requirements, and demands for quality supervision provision 
can be overwhelming for even the most well run organization. However, when 
organizations fail to anticipate, understand, and balance these variables (and the many 
others impacting organizational performance), the results can be devastating. This 
presentation will present ways in which organizations can regain control over their 
systems. The focus of the presentation will be on critical system variables that leaders 
should identify, measure, and manage to ensure clients receive effective treatment, 
employees receive effective supervision, and organizations remain financially healthy. 
 
2:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Stone Theatre  
Colleen Allen, Ph.D., Tammy Morris, M.A.CCC-SLP, Jill Matson, PNP (Autism 
Alliance of Michigan)                       
▲P 
MiNavigotor:  Lessons Learned Through Statewide Navigation 
The Autism Alliance of Michigan has been leading the way for families navigating issues 
relating to insurance, health, education, adult services, and employment.  Case studies 
including resources toward resolution of issues are shared from across the State of 
Michigan and across the lifespan. 
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Arcadia Ballroom  
Steve Goodman, Ph.D. (Michigan’s Integrated Behavior and Learning Support 
Imitative) 
■E 
Using Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports to Help Children with Autism 
be Successful in the Gen-Ed Setting  
Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS) is an evidence-based set of 
practices that is currently implemented in over 20,000 schools across the nation. Key  
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features of PBIS include identifying behavior expectations, teaching the expectations, 
reinforcing engagement in the behavior expectations and correcting behavior errors. 
The intensity of supports increases as the magnitude of problem behavior increases. 
More intensive supports are based on functional assessment linked to behavior support 
plan that includes skill development and engineering the environment for success along 
with ongoing progress monitoring and program adjusted as needed. This presentation 
will describe the key principals of Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS) 
and how this PBIS framework can be applied to the general education classroom setting 
to promote success for students with autism. 
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 1 & 2  
Symposium 
♦C 
Advancements in EIBI for Individuals with Autism 
 
Chair:  Jennifer Freeman, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

Kelly Kohler, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 
Matrix Training and Verbal Generativity in Children with Autism 
Children with autism are often taught tacts in the form of single-word nouns and 
verbs, and they may emit specific combinations of nouns and verbs to form 
simple sentences. But they are rarely explicitly taught to emit new sentences 
composed of previously trained nouns and verbs. In this study, we used three-
dimensional matrix training to teach two preschool-aged children with autism to 
tact actions depicted in a video using the subject-verb-object (S-V-O) sentence. 
We trained the three sentences along the diagonal of one matrix. Then we tested 
for transfer to 24 untrained sentences, trained those sentences that had not 
transferred, and repeated the entire procedure with additional S-V-O matrices. 
After 24 to 37 training sessions, both children demonstrated generativity by 
emitting sentences composed of novel combinations of words within both trained 
and untrained matrices. 
 
Joshua Plavnick, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Michigan State University) 
 
Applications of Video Modeling in EIBI 
Video modeling is an instructional procedure whereby a learner is shown a video 
clip depicting a model performing specific behaviors and the learner then has the 
opportunity to perform similar behaviors. Although extensive research has shown 
that video modeling can be efficacious for teaching children with autism spectrum 
disorders (ASD), there are few empirical investigations demonstrating optimal 
components to include within the intervention procedures. The purpose of this 
presentation is to identify and demonstrate components of video modeling that 
appear to influence the success and efficiency of the intervention for preschool 
aged children with ASD. Results from several research studies will be presented 
and videos will be used to model procedures that my research team has 
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identified as particularly beneficial. Examples of intervention components that will 
be presented include embedding observed preferred consequences within the 
videos, using multiple exemplar video models, and creating videos with materials 
or models the child also observes in her environment. 

 
Emily A. Abel, B.S. and Matthew T. Brodhead, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Purdue 
University) 
 
Advancements in Video-based Preference Assessments for Children with 
Autism 
Effective reinforcement strategies are the cornerstone of early-intensive 
behavioral intervention programs for children with autism. Because of the 
importance of effective reinforcement, it is critical that practitioners use strategies 
that result in accurate reinforcer identification. The multiple-stimulus without 
replacement (MSWO) preference assessment, developed by DeLeon and Iwata 
(1996), is one strategy practitioners may use to identify potential reinforcers. An 
MSWO involves the simultaneous presentation of multiple items in front of the 
student. After the student selects an item, he or she then has an opportunity to 
play with or consume it. Then, the remaining items are re-arranged and the 
student is given another opportunity make a selection. This process continues 
until the student selects all items.  
The purpose of this presentation is to review MSWO procedures and describe 
current and on-going research on MSWOs depicted in video format. We will then 
describe strategies for integrating preferred items into classroom settings.  
Finally, we will discuss how practitioners and researchers may continue to 
explore preference assessment methodology in order to help improve choice-
making behaviors and increase autonomy of children with autism. 
 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Glens 3  
Alan Poling, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University)                       
♦C 
Considerations for Pharmacological Effects when Planning Behavioral 
Interventions 
Psychotropic drugs are often prescribed with the intent of improving the behavior, 

broadly defined, of people with autism spectrum disorders.  One purpose of this 

presentation is to overview the kinds of drugs that are used, the reasons for their use, 

the quality of the evidence that supports their use, their effectiveness, and their adverse 

effects.  The second purpose is to consider how the effects of behavioral interventions 

can be influenced by various aspects of drug treatment. 
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3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Prairies 4 & 5  
Marissa Allen, M.S., BCBA; Rebecca Wiskirchen, M.A., BCBA; Yannick Schenk, 
M.A.; Denice Rios, M.A., BCBA; and Stephanie Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western 
Michigan University)                       
♦C 
Functional Behavioral Assessment Communication Over Miles (FBA.COM) 
Functional behavior assessments (FBAs) are empirically supported for identifying the 
causes of aberrant behavior. Conducting an FBA is a crucial first step in identifying the 
effective components of an individualized treatment plan for individuals who engage in 
aberrant behavior.  Trained professionals with knowledge of the various types of FBAs, 
and under what conditions each type should be utilized, should conduct these 
assessments. This includes a thorough conceptual understanding of how to properly 
design, implement, and evaluate the results of a functional analysis. Currently, in 
Michigan, the demand for such services greatly exceeds the number of qualified 
professionals. This is especially problematic in remote locations where resources are 
lacking. One evidenced-based strategy for overcoming such obstacles is providing 
training to professionals via remote technology. This enables clients and care providers 
to receive the services they need in a timely fashion without compromising the quality of 
care. In this presentation, we describe a model of behavioral services delivery via 
remote technology. We also discuss the challenges and successes that we have 
encountered in providing teleconsultation to community mental health (CMH) centers 
and schools throughout the state of Michigan. We will review some of the unique 
challenges that led to our current model of training, as well as outcome and socially 
validity data on the performance of our participants and their clients. 
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.; Prairies 6  
Symposium 
♦C 
Practitioner Perfection 
 
Chair:  Denice Rios, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) 

 
Shawn P. Quigley, Ph.D., BCBA-D and Robert K. Ross, Ed.D., BCBA-D 
(University of New Mexico Medical Group and Beacon ABA Services) 
 
Towards an Understanding of the Required Components of a Behavior Plan 
Behavior Analysts are required to document assessment results and behavior 
change programs clearly and concisely (BACB 4th Edition Task List, 2012; BACB 
Professional and Ethical Compliance Code, 2014; Baer, Wolf & Risley, 1968). 
This documentation often takes the form of an assessment report and/or 
behavior plan. Carr (2008) suggested this process of documentation occurs in 
three stages: identification of appropriate treatments, content of the plan and the 
plan structure/visual layout. However, Carr further stated there is little guidance 
for the content of the plan and the plan structure/visual layout. This lack of 
guidance is further complicated by the recent Registered Behavior Technician 
(RBT) task list requiring knowledge of the essential components of a written skill 
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acquisition and behavior reduction plan” (BACB RBT Task List, 2013). There 
have been previous attempts as resolving this lack of guidance (e.g., Horner, 
Sugai, Todd & Lewis-Palmer, 2000; Kroeger & Phillips, 2007; McVilly, Webber, 
Sharp & Paris, 2013; Vollmer, Iwata, Zarcone & Rodgers, 1992), but the passage 
of time, methodological concerns, dearth of research and other factors, allow the 
lack of guidance to persist. The purpose of this pilot study was to survey behavior 
analysts (i.e., BCBA and BCBA-D) to develop a consensus for the essential 
components of behavior plans (i.e., the necessary content of the plan). Once a 
consensus of essential components is established, subsequent researchers can 
evaluate the validity of perceptions put forth by respondents. Additionally, 
structure and visual formatting of the essential components can be evaluated. 
 
Heather M. McGee, Ph.D. (Western Michigan University) 
 
Are You Informing or Training? There is a Difference. 
Performance-based training, also referred to as “model, lead, test” and 
“behavioral skills training”, requires more than telling and showing. This 
presentation will describe those features of training demonstrated to be the most 
critical in supporting on-the-job performance, along with common training pitfalls 
and how to avoid them. 

 
Deborah Grossett, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LP (Central Michigan University) 
 
Top Ten List of Tips for Training Practitioners in ABA 
Training effective and ethical practitioners in applied behavior analysis (ABA) is 
important and essential for the field to meet the growing demand for services.  
Behavior analytic technology can be employed to successfully shape and 
reinforce behaviors of the next generation of practitioners in ABA.  Tips for 
training potential ABA practitioners will be discussed.   
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Friday, October 9 
 

Exhibit Expo 
 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Kalamazoo Room 
 
1. Behavior Analysis Center for Autism 

9929 E. 126th St. 
Fishers, IN 46938 
(317) 436-8961 
www.thebaca.com 
scox@thebaca.com 

2. Little Star Center
12726 Hamilton Crossing Blvd. 
Carmel, IN 46032 
(317) 249-2242 
www.littlestarcenter.org 
maryr@littlestar.org

 
3. Bierman ABA Autism Center 

16414 Southpark Dr. 

Westfield, IN 46074 

(317) 815-5501, 701 

www.biermanaba.com 

holli@biermanaba.com 

 

4. Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research 

9616 Portage Rd. 

Portage, MI 49002 

(269) 250-8200 

www.autismtreatmentresearch.org 

dsteves@resopp.org 

 

5. Developmental Enhancement Behavioral Health Services 

7086 8th Ave. 

Jenison, MI 49428 

(616) 244-2246 

www.debh.org 

dlaman@debh.org 
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6. Creating Brighter Futures 

3125 Professional Dr. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(734) 926-0740 

www.creatingbrighterfutures.com 

jessica@creatingbrighterfutures.com 

 

7. Residential Options Inc. 

2121 E. Grand River Ave. 

Lansing, MI 48912 

(517) 374-8066 

www.roi-mi.com 

bevins@rio-mi.com 

 

8. Logan Autism Learning Centers 

6339 Atlantic Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

(269) 353-9533 

www.loganautismlearningcenters.org 

bthomas@logancenter.org 

 

9. Braintrust Behavioral Health, LLC 

3320 Tamsin Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

(269) 303-5931 

www.braintrustbehavioralhealth.com 

zdugger@gmail.com 

 

10. Parent to Parent of Southwest MI 

3901 Emerald Dr., Suite D 

Kalamzoo, MI 49001 

(269) 345-8950 

www.p2pswmi.org 

jill@p2pswmi.org 
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11. Autism Alliance of Michigan (AAoM) 

26800 American Dr. 

Southfield, MI 48034 

(844) 463-2266 

www.autismalliancemichign.org 

navigator @aaomi.org 

 

12. Lighthouse Autism Center 

3730 Edison Lakes Pkwy. 

Mishawake, IN 46545 

(574) 387-4313 

www.lighthouseautismcenter.com 

info@lighthouseautismcenter.com 

 

13. AACORN Farms 

2525 Miller Rd. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 270-2402 

www.aacornfarms.org 

cmpinto@pintoproducts.com 

 

14. Behavior Analysis Graduate Student Organization (BAGSO) 

1903 W. Michigan Ave. 3700 Wood Hall 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

(269) 387-4500 

https://sites.google.com/site/wmubagso/home 

katie.l.suszek@wmich.edu 

 

15. Western Michigan University Extended University Program (EUP) 

32820 Woodward Ave., Ste. 220 

Royal Oak, MI 48037 

(248) 485-4504 

www.wmich.edu/metrodetroit 

craig.boyd@wmich.edu 
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16. Western Michgian University Autism Center of Excellence 

WMU Department of Psychology 

1903 W. Michigan Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

(269) 387-4500 

http://www.wmich.edu/autism 

kim.bancroft@wmich.edu 

 

17. ABA Pathfinder 

7171 W. 95th St. Suite 150 

Overland Park, KS 66085 

(913) 787-1555 

www.abapathfinder.com 

blackwood@abapathfinder.com 

 

18. QBS, Inc. 

49 Plain St., 2nd Floor 

North Attleboro, MA 02760 

(508) 630-6370 

www.qbscompanies.com 

agately@qbscompanies.com 

 

19. Behavioral Perspective Inc. 

452 N. Eoala Rd. 

Aurora, IL 60502 

(630) 999-0401 

www.behavioralperspectiveaba.com 

cgizewski@behavioralperspectiveaba.com 

 

20. Behavior Development Solutions 

319 White Ave. 

Middlebury, CT 06762 

(203) 232-0871 

www.behaviordevelopmentsolutions.com 

steve@behaviordevelopmentsolutions.com 
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21. A&C Behavioral Solutions 

38807 Ann Arbor Rd. Suite 3 

Livonia, MI 48150 

(734) 474-2958 

www.developingchildhoods.com 

aliciakendall@acbxsolutions.com 

 

22. Centria Healthcare 

41521 W. 11 Mile Rd. 

Novi, MI 48375 

(248) 299-0030 

www.centriahealthcare.com 

nmulvihill@centriahleathcare.com 

 

23. Autism Home Support 

2723 South State St., Suite 150 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(844) 147-7111 

www.autismhomesupport.com 

mschwyn@autismhomesupport.com 

 

24. Positive Behavior Supports Corp. 

833 Barrington 

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230 

(800) 832-6727 ext. 1075 

www.teampbs.com 

mnolan@teampbs.com 

npostma@teampbs.com 

 

25. Summit Pointe Autism Center 

100 Country Pines Ln. 

Battle Creek, MI 49015 

(269) 441-2700 

www.summitpointe.org 

akp@summitpointe.org 
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Friday, October 9 
 

Reception 
 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Kalamazoo Room 
Please join us for a special dessert, cash bar, and social hour! 
Michigan Autism Conference would like to thank Autism Home Support Services for 
their sponsorship of this afternoon’s bar service. 
 

 
 

Poster Session 2 
 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Kalamazoo Room 
1. Jessica Mattke, M.A. and Leslie Trump, B. A. (Sonya Ansari Autism Learning 

Center) 
 

Using Differential Reinforcement of Vocal Approximations and PECS to 
Increase the Frequency of Vocal Mands 
Jay*, a 5-year-old child diagnosed with ASD with a limited vocal repertoire, was the 
subject of a two-part intervention to increase vocal mands using differential 
reinforcement. This child had been receiving ABA services at the Sonya Ansari 
Autism Learning Center (ALC) for roughly 17 months prior to the intervention. In that 
time, Jay was trained on the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), and 
used that as his main form of communication. Sporadic vocal mands were made, but 
were very inconsistent in terms of frequency and clarity. The intervention that was 
created consisted of two parts: a 30-min intensive training session twice a day, and 
a second part in the natural environment. While developing the intervention, PECS 
data were analyzed to determine items that were manded for the most and if any 
vocalizations were made for those items. The most frequently used vocalizations for 
the selected items were categorized into four levels; the levels determined the 
amount of time with toys or number of edibles he received (e.g. saying “iPad”, a level 
4 word, would result in more time with the iPad than saying “puh”, a level 3 word). As 
a result of the intervention, Jay’s vocal mands increased from an average of five per 
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day during baseline, to 103 per day two months after the intervention began. Data 
were graphed to display the frequency of vocal mands based on what level was 
used; Jay reached a consistent level 4 (full word) response for two items, “cheeto” 
and “iPad”. 
 

2. Katie Mahaffy, M.A., BCBA; Kristi Dumas, B.S.; Kelli Perry, M.A., BCBA; and 
Richard W. Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
Identification of Critical Procedures for Transition from Discrete-Trial 
Classroom to Group Skills Setting 
Educational transitions, when a child moves from learning in one classroom or 
academic setting to another, can be especially difficult for children with autism. 
Intensive early intervention has shown to be an effective intervention for these 
children, but the long-term benefits of this treatment can be impacted by significant 
environmental and instructional differences when moving to another classroom 
(Hanson et al., 2001). While no single skill is a good determinant of success, the VB-
MAPP Transition Assessment addresses a group of critical prerequisite skills to 
learning in a less restrictive environment (Sundberg, 2009). The current project 
presents a data review of the procedures utilized to teach these critical target skills 
in a discrete-trial classroom. Results of this project will aid classroom teachers to 
objectively assess students’ readiness to move into another classroom from a 
discrete-trial setting and implement curriculum that will target critical skills for this 
transition. 
 

3. Kourtney K. Bakalyar, M.A.; Mindy Newhouse, M.A., BCBA, TLLP; and Jessica 
E. Frieder, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
Acquisition of Language for Learning Skills with a Young Child with Autism 
The Language for Learning program was used to increase verbal communication for 
a four-year-old with an autism spectrum disorder.  The child has been receiving early 
intervention for a year and has seen a decrease in problem behavior and increase in 
verbal communication; however, the most recent Verbal Behavior Milestones 
Assessment and Placement Program (VB-MAPP) presented the need for Direct 
Instruction for communication.  The participant has been completing the Language 
for Learning lessons during his typically occurring intervention sessions, four to five 
days a week.  For each lesson, trial-by-trial data were collected noting a correct or 
incorrect response to each trial requiring a verbal or physical response from the 
child.  The child was presented with the next lesson when he responded to 90% of 
the trials correctly.  Data will be displayed in both bar and line graphs showing 
sessions-to-criterion.  Preliminary data demonstrate the participant needed a single 
lesson (example: Book A, Lesson 2) presented multiple days before reaching the 
mastery criterion.  As the lessons progressed, fewer repeated lessons have been 
needed and many lessons only required one presentation.   
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4. Lauren Brouwers and Matthew T. Brodhead, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Purdue University) 
 

Comparing the Effectiveness of Picture Exchange and Gestures in Community 
Settings 
The purpose of this pilot study was to examine the effects of different modalities of 
communication in the natural environment. Specifically, research assistants engaged 
in mands in the form of picture exchange and gestures to grocery store employees, 
and we measured whether or not each mand was reinforced. We also measured the 
social reaction of members of the verbal audience. Even though both modes of 
communication resulted in access to reinforcement, the social responses from 
members of the verbal community varied greatly, further exposing new questions 
and considerations for teaching augmentative communication to children with 
autism. 
 

5. Lilith M. Reuter-Yuill, M.S., BCaBA and Sandie Bass-Ringdahl, Ph.D., CC-A 
(Western Michigan University) 

 
Beyond Problem Behavior:  A Systematic Comparison of AAC Modalities on 
Communication Outcomes 
The purpose of the current investigation is to expand on existing literature evaluating 
aided and unaided AAC modalities and contribute to literature on mand training as it 
relates to topography-based versus selection-based system outcomes.  This study 
compares three popular mand modalities frequently utilized in interventions 
implemented by speech-language pathologists and behavior analysts: (1) speech 
only (2) picture card + speech (3) sign + speech.  Conditions were compared in an 
alternating treatments design for two participants to determine differential modality 
acquisition, problem behavior reduction, communicative gesturing, and speech 
emergence.  Methodological considerations were given to control for the influence of 
transfer of stimulus control procedures by adopting a graduated time delay prompt 
fading procedure and, to the greatest degree possible, minimize the influence of 
response effort variability by employing the lowest response effort possible across all 
conditions.  Results support the “multimodal” conceptual framework and the practice 
of “total communication” and provide evidence against the opposing “incompatibility 
hypothesis.”    
 

6. Mariah L. Cole; Jessica E. Frieder, Ph.D., BCBA-D; and Sean P. Field, M.S., 
BCBA, LLP (Western Michigan University) 

 
The Effects of Parent Training on the Fidelity of the Parent’s Implemented 
Procedures and a Child’s Performance 
Previous studies have demonstrated that there are a variety of effective ways to train 
individuals in the implementation of Discrete Trial Training (DTT). This study applies 
previously established training methods in training parents to implement DTT with 
their children. This evaluation was done by using an AB design on treatment 
integrity.  In addition this study further evaluate the impact of that training on the 
development in the child’s behavioral repertoire. The effectiveness of training is 
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evaluated by performance in baseline and post training of parent’s accuracy of 
implementing DTT programs. The child’s repertoire of daily life skill components was 
also measured, to insure program effectiveness. The children worked on teeth 
brushing during sessions with their parent.   
 

7. Sarah Lichtenberger, M.A., BCBA and Richard W. Malott, Ph.D., BCBA-D 
(Western Michigan University) 

 
Teaching Children with Autism Who Have Difficulty Mastering Auditory 
Discriminations 
Simple and conditional visual and auditory discrimination repertoires are critical 
components of many skills necessary for daily functioning, including communication, 
academic, and daily-living skills (Green, 2001). When auditory discrimination is not 
under instructional stimulus control it can result in delayed acquisition of new skills 
and limit academic progress. The purpose of this study was to teach auditory 
discrimination to children with autism who had little-to-no progress on classroom 
procedures that required auditory discrimination, such as selecting an object from an 
array when given the name of the object as the instruction. Auditory discrimination 
will be taught starting with teaching a particular motor response in the presence of 
an environmental sound, then slowly introducing other sound and response pairings. 
The procedure will use a variety of teaching methods based on the learners’ 
progress. Trial-and-error, shaping, and physical prompts will be used to aid in the 
acquisition of discrimination skills. 
 

8. Andrew J. Bulla, M.A., BCBA; Sarah Schmitt, B.S.; and Jessica E. Frieder, 
Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 

 
The Effects of the “Self & Match” System on Vocal Stereotypy Maintained by 
Attention and Automatic Reinforcement During Independent Work Time 
Vocal stereotypy can have a number of functions, and interventions have been 
developed to address individual functions. However, when vocal stereotypy is 
maintained by multiple reinforcers, interventions can be counter-therapeutic when 
combined. The current intervention was designed to help reduce vocal stereotypy 
maintained by automatic reinforcement and attention. The “Self & Match” system, a 
self-monitoring intervention, was utilized to address both functions. After a specified 
length independent work, both the participant and the researcher would mark 
whether target behavior occurred, and the student could receive a preferred item if 
enough matches were recorded. Intervention was eventually faded out, and the 
behavior remained at low levels during normal classroom management practices. 
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9. Tiffany Stauch, M.A., BCBA and Joshua Plavnick, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Michigan 
State University) 

 
Social Validity of Video-Based Group Instruction for Adolescents with Autism 
and Intellectual Disabilities 
Few studies examine social skills instruction for adolescents with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) and intellectual disabilities (ID) within the public school setting, where 
a majority of these students receive instruction.  The current study investigated 
educators’, participants’, and peers’ experiences with the social skills training 
program, video-based group instruction (VGI), which was used to teach social skills 
to adolescents with ASD and/or ID.  Several teachers implemented VGI in a public 
high school setting 4-5 times a week for 45-50 min sessions. Qualitative data 
analysis of the educator interviews, results of the social validity questionnaires, and 
outcome data of the targeted social skills will be shared. 
 

10. Yannick Schenk, M.A., BCBA and Stephanie Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western 
Michigan University) 

 
Establishing and Testing Conditioned Reinforcers – Comparison of the Pairing 
vs. Discriminative Stimulus Procedures with Individuals with Disabilities 
A common characteristic of individuals with developmental disabilities is a restricted 
range of interest. Developing procedures to establish new reinforcers could promote 
the acquisition of new skills and reduce decreases in motivation related to repeated 
presentation of the same reinforcer or natural shifts in interest. Two procedures have 
been reported in the research literature on establishing neutral stimuli as conditioned 
reinforcers—pairing and the SD procedures. Additional research is necessary to 
determine their effectiveness. The purpose of this study is to (a) to compare the 
pairing and the SD procedures in the development of conditioned reinforcers, (b) 
and to test the effectiveness of the reinforcers using progressive ratio (PR) 
schedules of reinforcement. 
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Sponsors 

 

Western Michigan 
University Department of 
Psychology 

 

Western Michigan 
University Extended 
University Program 

 

Autism Home Support 
Services 

 

Behavior Analysis Center 
for Autism (BACA) 
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Developmental 
Enhancement, PLC 

 

Discover Kalamazoo 

 

 

Great Lakes Center for 
Autism Treatment and 
Research 

 

Learning About Behavior 
(L.A.B.) Lab at Western 
Michigan University’s 
Department of Psychology 
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Lighthouse Autism Center 

 

Little Star Center 

 

Novel Responses, Inc. 

 

Radisson Plaza Hotel and 
Suites 
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Residential Opportunities, 
Inc. 
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Internet Instructions 
 

Please follow the instructions below to access wireless internet in the Radisson Plaza 
Hotel & Suites conference meeting rooms.  Michigan Autism Conference would like to 
thank Lighthouse Autism Center for their sponsorship of this year’s Internet. 

 
1) Set your wireless adapter SSID to:  WMU 
2) Launch a web browser. 
3) If you are not automatically prompted for your log-in information, please type "login" 

in the address bar and press 'Enter'. 
4) Please enter wmu10890 in the access code field, accept the Terms of Service, and 

click the 'Connect' button. 
 
Trouble Connecting? 
If you are experiencing difficulties, please review the following recommended 
configurations: 

 Reboot your computer.  Simply rebooting your computer can fix many common 
issues with connecting to the wireless network. 

 Make sure your wireless device is enabled.  Some laptops have a button to 
turn off the wireless card to conserve battery life.  Please ensure your wireless 
card is activated. 

 Enable the network connection.  Verify that your Wireless Connection is 
enabled in your network settings (if you are using the hotel's wireless bridge, 
verify the appropriate Local Area Connection is enabled). 

 Set your computer to 'Obtain IP Address Automatically'.  Make sure your 
network card is set to get it's IP and DNS information from DHCP. 

 Enable 'Automatically Detect Settings' in your browser connection settings.  
If you have a proxy server setup in your web browser (or have it set to 
automatically detect the proxy), you may be unable to reach the login screen, as 
it will appear to hang.  Disabling the proxy and restarting the web browser should 
take care of the problem. 

 Check Firewall settings.  If you have a Firewall enabled on your laptop, please 
ensure it has been configured correctly to allow you to join the network. 

 VPN passthrough.  Our wireless network seamlessly supports a wide variety of 
VPN clients; however, if you do experience difficulties connecting through your 
VPN, please contact your IT department to determine any additional settings 
your corporate network requires.  Our technical support team will assist in any 
way possible to help you meet your VPN needs. 

 
For further assistance, please contact the Radisson Plaza Hotel & Suites  

24/7 Tech Support at (877) 665-1288. 
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Map of Room Locations 
 

Use this color-coded chart to find each room on the map and to determine the location 
of each presentation.   

 

Lobby Arcadia Ballroom Glens 1 & 2 Glens 3 

 

Prairies 4 & 5 Prairies 6 Stone Theatre 
Kalamazoo 

Room 
Meadows 

 
 
 


