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Michigan Autism 
Conference 

Presented Virtually 
October 2021 

Live presentations 10/6-10/8 
   OnDemand presentations 10/7-11/8 

 
 

Welcome to the 9th Annual Michigan Autism Conference (MAC)! 
This conference is dedicated to providing families, practitioners, and researchers with 

information on a variety of topics related to the assessment and treatment of those 
affected with autism. We hope you will find our conference to be  

informative and enjoyable. 
 
 

 
Live virtual presentations on: 
 
Wednesday, October 6 (workshops require separate registration)    
Thursday, October 7     
Friday, October 8  
 
 
Pre-recorded presentations available from October 7, 2021 - November 8, 2021.  
  
 
Remember to check out our website for more information about Continuing Education 
(CEUs), vendor and expo virtual center, and sponsorship information at 
https://www.michiganautismconference.org 
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Program Content 
© 2021 Michigan Autism Conference/Western Michigan University. All rights reserved. 
This program and parts of this program may not be reproduced without written 
permission of the Michigan Autism Conference. All titles and abstracts are submitted by 
the respective speakers and meet guidelines set forth by the Michigan Autism 
Conference, but inclusion in this program does not represent endorsement by the 
Michigan Autism Conference. All advertisements published in this program are 
submitted by the companies represented in those advertisements. Publication of an 
advertisement does not represent endorsement by the Michigan Autism Conference. 
 
Video Recording Policy 
Video recording of conference events is not permitted without written permission from 
the Michigan Autism Conference. Attendees of the 2021 Michigan Autism Conference 
may be video recorded by a MAC-approved videographer. The Michigan Autism 
Conference reserves the right to use these videos in advertising materials. Attendees 
may not make monetary or other claims against the Michigan Autism Conference for the 
use of these videos. 
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Michigan Autism Conference is thankful for the assistance 

and efforts of the following organizations for providing 
support every year: 

 

Discover Kalamazoo 
Provided assistance with the 
information table and speaker 
welcoming. 

 

Foxy Learning LLC 
Provided assistance with MAC’s 
website. 

 

Image Stream 
Provided assistance with 
audio/visual needs. 

FoxyLearning LLC
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ASK Family Services  
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organizing parent scholarships. 

 

 
Western Michigan 
University Department of 
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Michigan Autism Conference is thankful for the assistance 

and efforts of the following organizations in making the 
Michigan Autism Conference virtual this year! 

 

Foxy Learning LLC 
Provided assistance with MAC’s 
website. 

 

CVENT 
Offering our presentation via virtual 
format and offering technological 
support.  

 

Image Stream 
Provided assistance with 
audio/visual needs. 
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How to Access MAC 2021 Virtual Attendee Hub  
 
In order to view our live and on-demand content, you must sign-in to the 
MAC 2021 Attendee Hub. The Attendee Hub is your one-stop shop for the 
conference schedule, live session links, on-demand recorded sessions, 
posters, exhibitors, and more!! 

 
How do you access the Attendee Hub?? It’s easy!  

Just follow this link: https://cvent.me/gRWePn 
 
Once you click the link, you will be asked to enter your name and email. Be 
sure to use the name and email address tied to your registration. 
Once you sign in, you will receive an email and text message with the 
verification code required to “unlock” the event!  

 
That’s it, you’re in!   

 
If you have any difficulty logging in, don’t worry!! We’re here to support you. 
The MAC team and CVENT staff will be standing by to answer your 
questions by email or phone: 
 

• MAC Team: psyc-mac@wmich.edu 
• CVENT Support: +1 (833) 714 – 3088 

o (Available 10/4 – 10/8, 9:00am – 9:00pm EDT) 
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Wednesday, October 6 Live Presentations 
The color-coded bars indicate the recommended audience. For info on accessing the 

virtual Attendee Hub, see page 8.  
  

Register online at https://www.michiganautismconference.org/registration 

 

9:00-
12:00 

8-Hour BCBA 
Supervisor 
Training* 

 
McGee & 

Garza 

 

Life Skills 
Instruction 

 
McGreevy 

 

 Practice-
Based 

Coaching 
 

Tenney-
Blackwell 

 

 

   

   

   

Please visit the Poster Hall on the Attendee Hub to see our virtual expo booths! 

1:00- 
4:00 

8-Hour BCBA 
Supervisor 

Training 
(cont.)* 

 
McGee & 

Garza 

 

 Life Skills 
Instruction 

(cont.) 

 
McGreevy 

 

Micro-
aggressions 

 
Rios 

 
 

Functional 
Analysis 

 
Fisher 

 

    

    

    

  

6:30-
7:30 

Candice M. Lake, Julie Calley, Mary Whiteford,  
John Bizon, Curtis Hertel, & Mike Dow 

Advocacy in Action: A MIBAP Conversation with  
Michigan’s Legislative Leadership 

 
 
 
 

 
Note: *This workshop runs from 8 am – 5 pm in accordance with BACB 
supervision requirements.  
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Wednesday, October 6 
 

Live Virtual Workshops 
 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Heather M. McGee, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
Katie Garza, Ph.D., BCBA (Trenton Corporation) 
Heather M. McGee is an Associate Professor of Psychology and 
Co-Chair of the Industrial/Organizational Behavior Management 
graduate programs at Western Michigan University (WMU). She 
received her B.S. (1998), M.A. (2003), and Ph.D. (2004) from 
WMU. Dr. McGee is also co-founder of Performance Blueprints, 
a performance improvement consulting firm specializing in 
helping small businesses, non-profits & human service settings 
by providing a variety of consulting and training services. Dr. 
McGee has designed, developed and implemented 
organizational performance solutions in a variety of industries and settings, including 
autism service agencies, the pharmaceutical industry, education, and health and human 
services. These solutions have included performance-based instruction, performance 
management, behavioral systems changes, and lean sigma initiatives. Dr. McGee is the 
former Executive Director of the Organizational Behavior Management (OBM) Network 
and serves as an associate editor for the Journal of Organizational Behavior 
Management (JOBM), and is on the editorial board for Behavior Analysis: Research and 
Practice. Additionally, she serves on the Board of Directors for ALULA, and on Advisory 
Boards for Empower Behavioral Health and Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies. 
 
Dr. Katie Garza is an Organizational Behavior Management 
Specialist at Trenton Corporation Anticorrosion Materials. She 
received her B.S. in 2011, M.A. in 2013, and Ph.D. in 2018 from 
WMU. Dr. Garza has a background in behavior analytic 
treatment for both adults and children with developmental 
disabilities in addition to her background in organizational 
behavior management. She has trained staff to implement 
treatment plans and has implemented performance management 
and process-improvement initiatives in both group home and 
center-based settings. Dr. Garza has designed several 
instructional packages for trainees working toward BCBA 
certification and has designed and disseminated tools for tracking and evaluating 
trainee progress from the RBT to the BCBA level. She has coordinated supervised 
experience for trainees seeking certification to ensure they receive comprehensive and 
high-quality learning opportunities. Dr. Garza has consulted with several organizations 
to design and deliver staff training and to analyze and improve organizational systems. 
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BCBA 8-Hour Supervision Training  
Behavior analysts providing supervision must complete an 8-hr approved supervision 
training and supervision coursework However, the 8-hr training and supervision course 
alone may not be sufficient. Supervisors training people to become Board Certified 
Behavior Analysts typically serve in other professional roles outside of that of BCBA 
supervisor. These roles may effectively compete with the responsibilities of supervising. 
Having materials to reduce the effort of supervising may increase the likelihood of 
supervisors carrying out the full process of behavioral skills training, which would help 
increase the proficiency with which their supervisees can perform the skills outlined in 
the BACB Fifth Edition Task List and Supervisor Training Curriculum Outline 2.0. The 
purpose of this workshop is therefore to satisfy the BACB 8-hr supervision training 
requirements as well as to introduce some tools for increasing the efficiency and 
effectiveness of supervision and facilitating the process of behavioral skills training for 
BCBA supervisors. This training program is based on the BACB Supervisor Training 
Curriculum Outline 2.0, but is offered independent of the BACB. 
*8 BACB Supervision CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Patrick McGreevy, Ph.D., BCBA-D, (Patrick McGreevy, Ph.D., P.A. 
and Associates) 
Patrick McGreevy received B.S. and M.A. degrees in Psychology 
and Special Education, respectively, from the University of Iowa. He 
was a special education teacher for eight years, working with 
children and young adults with moderate-to severe developmental 
disabilities. He received the Ph.D. degree in Education from Kansas 
University under the guidance of Ogden R. Lindsley. He has served 
on the faculties of the University of Missouri-Kansas City, Louisiana 
State University, the University of Central Florida, and the Florida 
Institute of Technology. He is the author of Teaching and Learning in 
Plain English, an introduction to Precision Teaching, and the founder 
and first editor of the Journal of Precision Teaching and Standard 
Celeration Charting. He is the author of ten journal articles and a book chapter on 
teaching verbal behavior. He is the first author of Essential for Living, a functional skills 
curriculum, assessment, and professional practitioner’s handbook based on B. F. 
Skinner’s analysis of verbal behavior for children and adults with moderate-to-severe 
disabilities. For the past 30 years, he has provided consultations for children and adults 
with developmental disabilities in school districts, residential programs, and hospitals, 
specializing in the simultaneous management of aggressive and self-injurious behavior 
and the teaching of communication and language skills to individuals with limited 
repertoires. He has given hundreds of presentations and workshops, and is the recipient 
of the Ogden R. Lindsley Lifetime Achievement Award of the Standard Celeration 
Society. 
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Teaching Life Skills Using Essentials for Living and Small Group Instruction  
Many teachers, curriculum coordinators, and behavior analysts are struggling with 
what to teach children with moderate-to-severe disabilities or limited skill repertoires, 
including many children with autism. In public schools, they are often instructed to 
adhere to the Common Core State Standards, while in private behavior analysis 
programs they are often offered only developmental curricula designed to help young 
children catch up to their typically-developing peers. When they look for alternative 
sources of more functional skills, they often find few available options. Dr. McGreevy will 
describe Essential for Living, a verbal behavior based functional, life skills curriculum 
and teaching manual, and demonstrate how to use this instrument and small-group 
instruction with children and adults with moderate-to-severe disabilities. 
*6 BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Kristin Tenney-Blackwell, M.A., LLP, IMH-E (Consultant) 
Kristin Tenney-Blackwell, M.A., LLP, IMH-E, has been working 
with children, families and educators for over twenty years and 
is passionate about promoting young children’s social and 
emotional well-being in an effort to support resiliency and 
readiness for school. In addition to her private practice, she 
has been active in providing consultation and guidance for 
organizations such as Vanderbilt University, Pyramid Model 
Consortium, ZERO TO THREE, the Devereux Center for 
Resilient Children, Erikson Institute, Head Start, and Early 
Head Start. Kristin has also worked extensively with 
caregivers and teachers helping promote infant and young 
children’s social and emotional well-being, as well as efforts to 
prevent and respond to challenging behavior. Her portfolio includes work in national- 
and state-level early childhood education and mental health initiatives, in addition to 
coaching, reflective supervision, training, resource development, research, and 
evaluation of early childhood projects.  
  
Practice-Based Coaching: An Overview 
This interactive session will provide an introduction to Practice-based Coaching (PBC) 
and how it can be used to support implementation of interactional and instructional 
practices that ensure children’s access to and participation in inclusive settings. The 
PBC framework will be presented and discussed and examples of PBC in action will be 
shared. 
*3 BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs 
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1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Denice Rios, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Georgia Southern University) 
Denice Rios, Ph.D., BCBA-D is an Assistant Professor at 
Georgia Southern University (GSU) -Armstrong Campus. She 
currently teaches coursework under the Verified Course 
Sequence at GSU for their BCaBA course sequence. Dr. Rios 
earned her bachelor’s and master’s degree from California 
State University, Northridge under the advisement of Dr. Ellie 
Kazemi and her doctoral degree in Behavior Analysis from 
Western Michigan University under the advisement of Dr. 
Stephanie Peterson. Dr. Rios’s research interests include 
evaluating effective strategies for the delivery of behavior 
analytic interventions via telehealth, examining effective staff training strategies (e.g., 
feedback), and the assessment and treatment of severe problem behavior.  
 
  
Understanding Microaggressions: Implications for Using a Science of Behavior to 
Promote and Support Safe and Inclusive Environments 
Microaggressions are defined as daily verbal and non-verbal assaults directed toward 
people from historically marginalized and stigmatized groups. When compared with 
overt acts of racism, microaggressions can cause just as much, if not more, 
psychological damage. Individuals from historically marginalized groups experience 
microaggressions in the workplace at an alarming rate, with Black/African American 
women experiencing the most out of any group. Over the last 10 years, social 
psychologists have done a lot of work to research the effects of microaggressions and 
have evaluated ways to address them in many different contexts. Often diversity and 
inclusion trainings use this body of literature to educate and bring awareness to the 
concept in order to help address the issue in work spaces. However, research on these 
types of trainings show mixed results in terms of their effectiveness. One reason we 
may see mixed results is because of the subjectivity inherent in the definition. 
Subjective definitions leave room for interpretation which can be problematic when 
trying to teach the concept of microaggressions. In this interactive workshop, Dr. Rios 
will review the literature on microaggressions and outline examples on how we can use 
the research in concept teaching and learning to help objectively define 
microaggressions which serves as the foundation for employers and others to develop 
an in-house curriculum that effectively teaches the concept of microaggressions. 
Additionally, Dr. Rios will outline a model that organizations can adopt to bring 
awareness, train their staff, and help reduce microaggressions in the workplace.     
*3 BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
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1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Wayne Fisher, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Rutgers University Center for Autism 
Research, Education, and Services) 
Wayne Fisher is the Henry Rutgers Endowed Professor of 
Pediatrics in the Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, the 
inaugural director of the Rutgers University Center for Autism 
Research, Education, and Service (RU-CARES), a board 
certified behavior analyst at the doctoral level (BCBA-D), and a 
licensed psychologist. He was previously a tenured professor at 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center and at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine and the Kennedy 
Krieger Institute, where he built clinical-research programs in 
autism and developmental disabilities with international reputations for excellence. He 
has published over 200 peer-reviewed papers in over 30 different behavioral and/or 
medical journals, including: the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis; Pediatrics; the 
Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders; the Journal of Developmental and 
Behavioral Pediatrics; and The Lancet. Fisher has had near-continuous federal grant 
support for his research for over 20 years. He is a past editor of the Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, a past president of the Society for the Experimental Analysis of 
Behavior (SEAB), a fellow in the Association for Behavior Analysis International. He is 
the recipient of (a) the Bush Leadership Award; (b) the APA (Division 25) Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to Applied Behavioral Research; (c) the UNMC Distinguished 
Scientist Award; (d) the University of Nebraska system-wide Award for Outstanding 
Research and Creativity Activity; (e) the SEAB, Don Hake Translational Research 
Award from APA (Division 25), and (f) the Outstanding Mentor of Graduate Students 
Award from the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  
  
Recent Advances in the Functional Analysis and Treatment of Destructive 
Behavior 
Functional analysis (FA) is an individualized assessment designed to evaluate a 
person’s destructive behavior in relation to environmental events that may affect the 
future probability of that behavior. It is designed to identify (a) the environmental 
contexts in which destructive behavior is likely and unlikely to occur; (b) the 
consequences that reinforce destructive behavior; and (c) specific interventions that will 
effectively reduce destructive behavior. In this workshop, I will show how FA methods 
have (a) increased our understanding of how environmental antecedents and 
consequences affect destructive behavior; (b) facilitated the development of novel and 
effective treatments, and (c) produced simpler and more efficient interventions. Next, I 
will show how descriptive data can be used to develop alternative functional analyses 
for idiosyncratic functions of destructive behavior displayed by individuals with autism. 
Finally, I also will focus on: (a) recent research on establishing-operation manipulations 
that can be used to prevent extinction bursts when treatment is initiated; (b) stimulus-
control procedures that can be used to promote the rapid transfer of treatment effects to 
novel therapists, contexts, and caregivers; and (c) the use of behavioral momentum 
theory to prevent resurgence of problem behavior when caregivers do not implement 
treatment procedures with high procedural integrity. 
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*3 BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Live Kick-Off Presentation 
 

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.           
Candice M. Lake, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LLP (Michigan Behavior Analysis 
Provider, Rep. Julie Calley (R) (MI House of Representatives), Rep. 
Mary Whiteford (R) (MI House of Representatives), Sen. John Bizon, MD (R) (MI 
Senate), Sen. Curtis Hertel (D) (MI Senate Minority Leader) & Mike Dow (Michigan 
Behavior Analysis Provider Association) 
 
Advocacy in Action: A MiBAP Conversation with Michigan’s Legislative 
Leadership 
MiBAP will begin by defining their advocacy purpose, process and accomplishments in 
the last year. As Michigan’s Behavioral Health Service delivery system is in the midst of 
structural change, the Panel will discuss different perspectives in the Behavioral Health 
Integration with the physical healthcare system. Any changes must ensure more and 
easier access to necessary ABA services for families and more streamline/ uniform 
administrative processes for the ABA providers. This panel discussion, with the 
legislative leaders championing the change, will summarize the legislative intent of the 
recent legislation advanced by the House of Representatives and Senate. The needs of 
the children with Autism and their families must be understood and prioritized as the 
changes are debated, re-considered and finalized. The panel will describe their position 
and emphasize the expected improvement in experience of the children with autism, 
their families and providers of ABA services in Michigan. The panel will also participate 
in Q and A with the participants. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
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Thursday, October 7 Live Presentations 
The color-coded bars indicate the recommended audience. Presentations highlighted in 

grey indicate keynote addresses. 
For info on accessing the virtual Attendee Hub, see page 8. 

 

Presentation Information 

9:30 – 
10:20 

Stephanie Peterson 
Conceptualizing Self-Determination from a Behavioral Perspective: The Role 

of Choice, Self-Control, and Self-Management 

 
 
 
 

11:00 
– 
11:50 

Cathleen C. Piazza 
Treating Food Selectivity as Resistance to Change 

 
 
 
 

1:30 – 
2:20 

Susan Wilczynski 
Ableism and Sex: We Need to Comprehensively Address Quality of Life 

 
 
 
 

3:00 – 
4:20 

Virtual Poster Session  
(Accessible through the virtual Attendee Hub!) 
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Thursday, October 7 
 

Live Virtual Presentations 
 

9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.          KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Stephanie Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Western Michigan 
University) 
Stephanie M. Peterson, Ph.D. is Associate Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Western Michigan University. She earned her 
doctorate in Special Education at The University of Iowa in 1994.  
She is also Professor of Psychology and the previous chair of the 
Department of Psychology. Previously, she taught at Gonzaga 
University, Utah State University, The Ohio State University, and 
Idaho State University. Her primary research interests are helping to 
decrease chronic severe behavior problems in children with 
developmental disabilities. Specifically, she studies choice making 
in the treatment of problem behavior, functional communication 
training, reinforcement-based interventions for children with problem 
behavior, concurrent schedules of reinforcement in the treatment of 
severe problem behavior, functional analysis of problem behavior, and teleconsultation. 
She also has interests in applications of behavior analysis to educational interventions 
and teacher/behavior analyst training. She has served on a variety of editorial boards, 
including the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis and Behavior Analysis in Practice 
and is currently the editor of Behavior Analysis in Practice. She also served as a Senior 
Editor for Education and Treatment of Children for many years. She served two 3-year 
terms on the Board of Directors for the Behavior Analyst Certification Board and has 
been appointed by the Governor of Michigan to the Michigan Board of Behavior 
Analysts, Michigan’s licensing board for behavior analysts. She served as the President 
of the Board for two years. 
 
Conceptualizing Self‑Determination from a Behavioral Perspective: The Role of 
Choice, Self‑Control, and Self‑Management 
We found that in most cases, people consider the goal of education to be developing 
a self-determined individual. Self-determination is an abstract term. Behavior 
analysts may find this term difficult to define. Therefore, it may be difficult to 
observe and measure whether “self-determined behaviors” have developed. Many 
other service providers use this term frequently; thus, behavior analysts working 
with these service providers must come to terms with this concept in order to better 
collaborate. We argue that self-determination can be operationally defined with the 
concepts of choice, self-control, and self-management. By using the measurable 
behaviors included in these concepts, we believe that services can be developed to 
teach self-determination skills. This presentation, based on a paper published in 2020, 
explores these concepts and how they can contribute to an operational definition of self-
determination, and ultimately, help behavior analysts work with other providers to 
effectively teach self-determination to individuals with developmental disabilities. 
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*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 
11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.           KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Cathleen C. Piazza, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Rutger’s University and Children’s 
Specialized Hospital) 
Cathleen C. Piazza, Ph.D. received her Ph.D. from Tulane 
University and completed a predoctoral internship and 
postdoctoral fellowship at the Kennedy Krieger Institute at 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She is a 
professor in the Graduate School of Applied and Professional 
Psychology at Rutgers University and the founding director of 
the intensive Pediatric Feeding Disorders Program at Children’s 
Specialized Hospital in New Jersey. She previously founded 
and directed the Pediatric Feeding Disorders Programs at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center’s Munroe Meyer-Institute 
and the Marcus Institute at Emory University. She also served 
as the director of the Pediatric Feeding Disorders Program at 
the Kennedy Krieger Institute at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She is a 
licensed psychologist and a board-certified behavior analyst – doctoral. Dr. Piazza and 
her colleagues have examined various aspects of feeding behavior and have developed 
a series of interventions to address one of the most common health problems in 
children. Her research in this area has been among the most systematic in the field and 
has established empirical support for applied behavior-analytic interventions for feeding 
disorders. Dr. Piazza is a former Editor of the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, a 
past president of the Society for the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, a fellow in the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International, a recipient of the American 
Psychological Association (Division 25) Distinguished Contribution to Applied Behavior 
Analysis Award, and a recipient of the Association of Applied Behavior Analysis 
International Outstanding Mentor Award. 
 
Treating Food Selectivity as Resistance to Change 
Change-resistant behavior, such as rigid and selective food consumption, is a core 
symptom of autism that can have significant negative consequences for the child 
(Flygare Wallén, Ljunggren, Carlsson, Pettersson, & Wändell, 2018; Levy et al., 2019). 
In the current study, we used a matching-law-based intervention (Fisher et al., 2019) to 
treat the change-resistant feeding behavior of 7 young children with autism. The feeder 
gave the participant a choice between his or her change-resistant food and an 
alternative food during free- and asymmetrical-choice conditions. Alternative-food 
consumption increased for 2 participants during asymmetrical choice when the feeder 
provided a preferred item for consuming the alternative food and no programmed 
consequence for consuming the change-resistant food. Alternative-food consumption 
increased for the other 5 participants after the feeder exposed at least one food to 
single choice in which the feeder guided the participant to put the bite of alternative food 
in his or her mouth if he or she did not do so within 8 s of presentation. Effects of the 
single-choice contingencies maintained during reversals and generalized to other 
alternative foods the feeder did not expose to single choice. These results are important 
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because we taught participants to consume alternative foods even when their change-
resistant foods were present, which is more like typical mealtime situations in which 
children have choices among foods.  
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 
1:30 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.        KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Susan Wilczynski, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Ball State University) 
Dr. Susan Wilczynski is the Plassman Family Distinguished 
Professor of Special Education and Applied Behavior 
Analysis. She regularly works to expand her scope of 
competence on the topic of sexuality for autistics and the 
influence of ableism on the practice of behavior analysis.  
Susan is the Coordinator for the ABAI’s Practice Board and 
is currently Associate Editor for Behavior Analysis In 
Practice. Earlier in here career, she served as the 
Executive Director of the National Autism Center, where 
she chaired the first National Standards Project. In addition, 
she developed the first center-based treatment program at 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center and was the first 
woman with an active research lab in the Psychology Department at the University of 
Southern Mississippi.  Susan has edited or written multiple books including her most 
recent book, “A practical guide to finding treatments that work for people with autism” 
and published scholarly works in the Behavior Analysis in Practice, Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, Behavior Modification, Focus on Autism and Other Developmental 
Disabilities, and Psychology in the Schools. She is currently editing a book on transition-
aged autistic individuals and a special issue on international applications of small n 
design in the schools. She is a licensed psychologist and a board-certified behavior 
analyst.  
 
Ableism and Sex: We Need to Comprehensively Address Quality of Life 
Sexuality is a key feature of the intersectional way we define our identities as human 
beings. Healthy, consensual sexual expression leads to a higher quality of life for most 
people. Sexuality education can help people understand their own sexuality as well as 
how to manage their intimate relationships with others. Yet, sexuality education is 
painfully limited for disabled individuals, with a particular paucity of sexuality of 
education for autistic people. This presentation describes the reasons sexuality 
education is woefully insufficient for autistic people including, but not restricted to the 
ableist views held by most neurotypical adults. Practitioners should self-assess their 
own biases about disabled people, in general, and autistic individuals, in particular, if 
they seek to produce socially meaningful improvements in their clients’ lives. Caregivers 
who self-assess the biases they have learned from the larger culture may be better 
prepared to support a complete human experience for their autistic family and friends. In 
addition, practitioners and caregivers need to recognize the harm heteronormative 
assumptions they have likely adopted can cause for many autistic people. This 
presentation serves as a starting point for practitioners and caregivers to understand the 
relationship between ableism and sexuality education for autistic people. Strategies for 
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becoming more comfortable with the topic of sexuality will be offered to help participants 
to explore the role they can play in diminishing discrimination against autistic people 
and focusing on quality of life in a more comprehensive way.  
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Information
• Verified Course Sequence (VCS) approved by the Association for Behavior

Analysis International (ABAI)
• ABAI accredited graduate programs

• Mentorship model

Masters and Doctoral 
Degree Programs in 
Behavior Analysis

Want more information?
• Program Admission:
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Friday, October 8 
The color-coded bars indicate the recommended audience. Presentations highlighted in 

grey indicate keynote addresses. 
For info on accessing the virtual Attendee Hub, see page 8. 

 

Presentation Information 

9:30 – 
10:20 

 
Rick Kubina 

Examination of Linear and Ratio Graphs: Implications for Future Visual 
Displays of Behavior 

 

 
 
 
 

11:00 – 
11:50 

Nasiah Cirincione-Ulezi 
Advancing the Practices of Humble Behaviorism and Cultural Humility in 

Behavior Analysis 

 
 
 
 

1:30 – 
2:20 

Ilene S. Schwartz 
Applied Behavior Analysis and Special Education: Blending Approaches to 

Meet the Needs of Preschool Children with ASD 

 
 
 
 

3:00 – 
4:20 

Michael Cocchiola 
Toilet Training Children with Autism and Other Developmental Delays: 

An Effective School-based Program 

 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to check out the virtual Expo Booth on the Attendee Hub! 

 
 

 



 
 

22 
 
 

Friday, October 8 
 

Live Virtual Presentations 
 
9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.          KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Rick Kubina, Ph.D., BCBA-D (CentralReach, LLC) 
Rick Kubina Jr., Ph.D, BCBA-D is CentralReach’s Director of Research 
and a Professor of Special Education at The 
Pennsylvania State University where he teaches 
courses on methods for teaching reading, behavior 
analysis, and experimental design. Rick graduated 
from Youngstown State University where he had 
Steve Graf as an advisor and then received a Masters 
and Ph.D. from The Ohio State University under John 
Cooper. 
 
Rick conducts wide-ranging research in the area of 
Applied Behavior Analysis and Precision Teaching. 
He also served as the editor of the Journal of 
Precision Teaching and Celeration. Rick has 
dedicated his professional career to helping behavior change agents such as teachers, 
behavior analysts, and other helping professionals efficiently change behavior through 
effective teaching and measurement such as Precision Teaching. Rick co-founded a 
software called Chartlytics, which was acquired by CentralReach in 2018. At 
CentralReach, Rick explores how technology can accelerate superior outcomes for all 
those seeking to engender professional and personal success and his ongoing research 
will help shape the future of CentralReach’s clinical solutions. 
 
An Examination of Linear and Ratio Graphs: Implications for the Future of Visual 
Displays in the Science of Behavior 
Line graphs and visual analysis have served as the engine of evaluation and decision 
making for applied behavior analysis. The advantages of line graphs include providing 
treatment data visually and summarizing a person's performance across a given time 
interval. Line graphs also communicate the sequence of treatments, the time spent in 
treatment phases, and the magnitude of behavioral change. Yet visual analysis has a 
history of low interrater reliability and inconsistent judgments. Other criticisms include 
the lack of universal decision rule and the lack of any meaningful statistics. The solution 
to all of the previously listed problems may lie in a standard ratio graph. The following 
experiment examines the extent to which behavior analysts could accurately detect a 
trend and reliability make a decision based on three conditions: a linear graph with a 
trend, a linear graph with a quantified slope, and a ratio graph with a celeration value. 
The results and implications of the study suggest a healthy path forward for visual 
analysis and the analysis, evaluation, and communication of data via ratio graphs. 
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11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.           KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Nasiah Cirincione-Ulezi, Ed.D., BCBA (Capella University) 
Dr. Cirincione-Ulezi is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst, with 
a Doctorate degree in Education from Loyola University of 
Chicago. She holds a Master’s degree in Special Education 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago, and a Master's degree 
in Educational Leadership from the American College of 
Education. Currently, she is the Faculty Director in the 
Psychology Department at Capella University. She is CEO & 
Founder of ULEZI, LLC, Co-Founder of Pivot 2 Inclusion and 
Shaping Leaders. She serves as a court appointed special 
advocate, for children in the Illinois foster care system. She is 
also an Advisory Board member for Black Applied Behavior 
Analysts, an Advisory Board Member for the NEXT for Autism 
organization, Board member for the Illinois Association for Behavior Analysis and an 
Affiliate Chapters Board Member for the Association for Behavior Analysis International. 
Dr. Cirincione-Ulezi serves as a subject matter expert for the Behavior Analysis 
Certification Board and has published in the Journal Behavior Analysis in Practice. Her 
research interests include supervision, mentoring, leadership and culturally humble 
practice within the field of ABA. She is a champion for equity, diversity and inclusion and 
is deeply committed to using her skills and experiences, paired with the science of 
applied behavior analysis, to empower the lives of the people she supports and serves, 
in positive and meaningful ways.  
 
Advancing the Practices of Humble Behaviorism and Cultural Humility in 
Behavior Analysis 
Empirically based literature suggests that the practices of humble behaviorism and 
cultural humility by practitioners in the field of behavior analysis may lead to more 
positive outcomes for stakeholders.The concept of humble behaviorism has been 
written about in behavior analytic journals as far back as 1991. In his article, Humble 
Behaviorism, Neuringer hypothesized if behaviorists were more humble, their 
effectiveness as scientists would increase (Neuringer, 1991). Additionally, more 
contemporary work around the conceptual framework of cultural humility, moves beyond 
the individual accountability addressed with humble behaviorism to address power 
differentials and institutional accountability, at an organizational level (Fisher-Borne et 
al, 2015). This continuing education event will serve to deconstruct and explain humble 
behaviorism and cultural humility, as well as, identify empirically based methods for 
advancing these practices to promote positive outcomes for stakeholders, in the field of 
behavior analysis. 
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
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1:30 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.           KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Ilene S. Schwartz, Ph.D., BCBA (University of Washington) 
Dr. Ilene Schwartz is a professor in the Area of Special 
Education at the University of Washington and the Director 
of the Haring Center for Inclusive Education at UW. She 
earned her Ph.D. in child and developmental psychology 
from the University of Kansas and is a board certified 
behavior analyst (BCBA-D). Dr. Schwartz has an active 
research and professional training agenda with primary 
interests in the area of autism, inclusive education, and the 
sustainability of educational interventions. She serves on a 
number of editorial review boards including the Topics in 
Early Childhood Special Education and the Journal of 
Early Intervention. Dr. Schwartz is the director of Project DATA, a model preschool 
program for children with autism that has been in operation since 1997 and was started 
as a model demonstration project with OSEP funding. She is currently working on 
projects to improve the quality of instruction students with disabilities receive in charter 
schools and strategies that can be used to improve access to services for young 
children with ASD in under resourced areas.  
 
Applied Behavior Analysis and Special Education: Blending Approaches to Meet 
the Needs of Preschool Children with ASD 
Applied behavior analysis is hands down the most effective treatment for young children 
with ASD. Many children with ASD receive ABA services at private clinics or from 
private providers who work with them at home. Many children with ASD, especially 
those from low-income homes, only access the services to which they are entitled 
through IDEA (the federal special education law). There are often conflicts between 
behavior analysts who work for behavioral health agencies and teachers and behavior 
analysts who work for public schools about what services should be provided to young 
children with ASD and how these services should be provided. The purpose of this 
presentation is to describe how private BCBAs and public school personnel can work 
together to meet the needs of young children with ASD. I will describe a school based 
early intensive behavioral intervention that has sustained in Washington state for over 
20 years and provide strategies that can be used to ensure that all children with ASD 
receive the quality of services to which they are entitled. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
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3:00 p.m. – 4:20 p.m.               BREAKOUT SESSION 
Michael A. Cocchiola, Jr., M.S., BCBA (Capitol Region Education 
Council) 

 
Toilet Training Children with Autism and Other Developmental Delays: An 
Effective School-based Program 
Current literature regarding toilet training for children diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorders (ASD) focuses on smaller case studies, typically with 
concentrated clinical support. Limited research exists to support an effective 
school-based program readily implemented by school staff. This program 
provides an effective "intervention package" for toilet training children with ASD 
who demonstrated limited success before implementing this program in the 
school setting. The intervention relies on positive reinforcement, operant learning 
and shaping to teach toileting skills. The program has been effective across 
multiple school settings with noted success. Learning occurred in typical school 
settings with a clear understanding that the intervention was a process of 
systematic learning over a longer period of time than previous research 
suggests. Paraprofessionals implemented the program with minimal clinical 
supervision. Toilet training readily transferred to the home setting once the skill 
set was in place at school. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
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PRE-RECORDED PRESENTATIONS 
This year, MAC offers a variety of pre-recorded presentations from our breakout session 
speakers. Pre-recorded presentations are available through November 8, 2021. 
Presentations below are listed in alphabetical order by last name of the first author. 
 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Elian Aljadeff, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Kinneret Academic College, Israel) 
 

Immediate Feedback: A Misconception of a Recommended Practice 
Feedback is a common and evidence-based practice to improve performance. 
While feedback is widely used and researched in the training and educational 
settings, the literature does not provide a clear and consistent definition for 
feedback. Due to the unclear definition, two misconceptions are evident in the 
feedback literature: (a) immediate feedback is more effective then delayed 
feedback, and (b) feedback serves as a consequence to behavior. In this talk the 
misconceptions of immediate feedback and the function of feedback will be 
discussed in light of the vague definition of feedback in the behavioral literature. 
A clearer definition which meets all seven dimensions of applied behavior 
analysis will be suggested and recent study results will be presented to propose 
that feedback serves as an antecedent to performance and therefore should be 
provided immediately before the behavior. The talk will end with a number of 
suggestions for future research. 
*SW CEUs and SCECH CEUs 
 

 
Natalia A. Baires, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale) & Melanie R. Martin, M.A., BCBA, LBA (University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign) 

 
A Call to Action: An Intersectional Examination of Disability and Race 
Models in Behavior-Analytic Practice 
For behavior analysts, the professional and ethical codes set forth by the 
Behavior Analyst Certification Board demand a certain level of competency when 
predicting and influencing socially significant behavior. With the United States 
population becoming increasingly racially and ethnically diverse, and disability 
being prevalent among different races and ethnicities, behavior analysts should 
practice ongoing cultural humility in order to engage in practice that is effective 
and responsive to diverse populations, and works to disrupt the maintenance of 
ableist perceptions of autism spectrum disorders and related disabilities. This 
presentation will begin by reviewing different models of disability (e.g., social 
model, medical model, moral model), followed by a review of Disability Critical 
Race Theory (DisCrit), which emphasizes the intersectionality of race and 
disability, as it applies to the context of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). A 
greater understanding of these approaches can address some of the ableist 

    

    



 
 

27 
 
 

practices in ABA highlighted by individuals in marginalized communities (e.g., 
racial, ethnic, and disability). Moreover, actionable steps behavior analysts can 
take to promote inclusive practices and address structural inequities will be 
discussed. 
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 

Emily Bouck, Ph.D. (Michigan State University) 
 

Supporting Students with Autism and Developmental Disabilities in 
Mathematics via Manipulatives  
This session will share research and practical strategies for supporting students 
with autism and developmental disabilities in mathematics via virtual 
manipulatives. The researcher will share research regarding the efficacy of virtual 
manipulatives in and of themselves, as compared to concrete manipulatives, and 
as part of a manipulative-based instructional sequence. Further, the presenter 
will share practical strategies for making decisions regarding virtual manipulative 
use, including options, considerations for implementation, and advantages and 
limitations. The presentation will also include a focus on using virtual 
manipulatives in a face-to-face environment as well as online environment. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Adam M. Briggs, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Eastern Michigan University) 
 

Functional Analysis Methodology: Implementation Barriers, Methodological 
Refinements, and Decision-Making Strategies for Improving the Safety, 
Efficiency, and Practicality of Assessing Severe Challenging Behavior in 
Practice  
Functional analysis (FA) methodology is a well-established standard for 
identifying the precise conditions that maintain problem behavior (Hagopian et 
al., 2013), thus leading to the development of effective, function-based 
interventions (Beavers et al., 2013; Hanley et al., 2003). Previous research has 
demonstrated that interventions based on FA outcomes are more effective than 
those that are not (Didden et al., 1997; Kurtz et al., 2011). Although considered 
best practice, many behavior analysts have reported not conducting FAs prior to 
intervention due to several common implementation barriers (e.g., risk of harm, 
insufficient time; Oliver et al., 2015; Roscoe et al., 2015). Over the past decade, 
a tremendous amount of research has been conducted to address these 
commonly reported barriers to FA implementation (e.g., JABA Special Issue on 
FA methodology, 2013, volume 46, issue 1). Methodological refinements from 
these cutting-edge studies offer a wide variety of solutions to address previously 
described barriers, thus resulting in an overall improved approach toward 
conducting FAs in practice. The purpose of this presentation is to provide an 
overview of traditional FA methodology, describe previously reported barriers to 
incorporating this methodology into practice, review how recent research on 
methodological refinements have attempted to address these barriers, and 
discuss how practitioners can incorporate these evidence-based techniques into 
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their clinical practice to improve the safety, efficiency, and practicality of 
implementing FAs of severe challenging behavior. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Angela Capuano, Ph.D., BCBA-D (University of Michigan-Dearborn) & 
Kim Killu, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LLP, LBA (University of Michigan-Dearborn) 

 
A Model for Addressing Pseudoscientific Practices in the Treatment of 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
Pseudoscientific practices are commonly used and promoted in the field of 
developmental disabilities. Behavior analysts should anticipate encountering 
such treatments in practice and understand their ethical obligations with regard to 
these practices. This presentation will present a model to prepare behavior 
analysts for how to address situations in which clients may ask them to use 
pseudoscientific practices, as well as reviewing resources for ethical guidance 
and evidence-based practices. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 

Krista Clancy, Ph.D., BCBA, LP, LBA (Wayne State University) 
 

Everyday Leadership: Ethical Supervision for Practitioners 
Most behavior analysts get into the field because they love working with kids and 
seeing the progress that their clients make with well-designed interventions 
based on Applied Behavior Analysis. However, most behavior analysts don’t 
realize when they enter the field that a large part of their job will be training and 
supervising others implementing those procedures. Also, because the field of 
Applied Behavior Analysis is growing so quickly, those who earn their BCBA are 
expected to provide supervision to those training in Applied Behavior Analysis 
shortly after gaining their own certification. This is why learning to train and 
supervise is so important. Good supervision promotes great future practitioners, 
effective outcomes for our clients, and satisfaction from clients and staff. We 
need to make sure that those we support are getting the proper mentoring to 
ensure that Applied Behavior Analysis services continue to be services that 
people seek, and that the staff and supervisors that are working in the field 
remain motivated to stay in the field and promote its growth. This presentation 
will help practitioners understand what evidence-based supervision is, how to 
effectively train and supervise others, and how to evaluate your own skills as a 
supervisor and set realistic goals for yourself. 
*BACB Supervision CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Chaturi Edrisinha, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Oakland University)  
 

Integrating Sexuality for Individuals with Autism 
The human body experiences biological, social and emotional changes 
regardless of disability or ability. Sexual awareness is normal. Sexual feelings 
are normal. Talking about sex, teaching about sex, and making informed 
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decisions about sex are difficult topics for educators. This presentation will 
address ways to integrate a sexuality curriculum and embed sexuality related 
concepts for school-aged individuals with autism. 
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 

 
Marisa Fisher, M.S.A. (Michigan State University) 
 

Descriptions of Bullying Experiences of Adolescents with ASD: Differences 
between Parent and Student Report 
Adolescents with ASD, experience high levels of bullying victimization (Sterzing 
et al., 2012). Reports often come from either self-report questionnaires or parent-
report, both of which may be inaccurate (Jia et al., 2018). Adolescents with ASD 
may not understand what constitutes bullying, and parents may not be aware of 
their child’s experiences. This study compared descriptions of bullying 
victimization from adolescent and parent interviews to better understand bullying 
experiences and to provide more comprehensive and accurate insight into ways 
to effectively address this problem. Eighteen adolescents with ASD or intellectual 
disabilities (14 male; 10-15 years old) were interviewed and, for twelve of the 
children, a parent was also interviewed separately. Questions were related to 
bullying as a concept, experiences of bullying, and how those experiences 
impacted the child. Interviews were analyzed separately with a content analysis. 
Four themes emerged: (1) differences in how adolescents and parents describe 
and perceive bullying, with parents being more aware of relational bullying and its 
impact; (2) parent noticing the impact of disability on experiences, with the 
adolescents rarely mentioning disability; (3) child as an inconsistent narrator, 
often having trouble understanding and describing bullying experiences; (4) 
dichotomy in how school involvement in bullying and victimization is reported and 
perceived, with parents and adolescents being both pleased and displeased with 
how the school was handling bullying issues. These results have implications for 
how we understand and measure bullying experiences among adolescents with 
ASD. We need to develop better tools to assess bullying of adolescents with 
ASD. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Jason Guild (Haugland Learning Center/ New Story Schools Ohio) & 
Kathy Fox, M.A. (Haugland Learning Center/ New Story Schools Ohio) 

 
Making Data Collection Easy in Classroom Settings 
In many schools and clinical settings, staff report that they collect data frequently 
but aren't sure what the data they collect are used for or how it leads to changes 
in student or client programming. At New Story Schools Ohio (formerly Haugland 
Learning Center), we focus on collecting and organizing data to maximize 
student progress and make sure staff who work with students directly are 
involved in the entire process. Three types of assessment are used to gain a 
clear picture of student performance: micro, meso, and macro. Classroom staff 
receive frequent coaching and feedback regarding instruction, assessment and 
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data collection. In addition, meta analysis of all levels of classroom data is 
performed regularly. This presentation focuses on how data collection and 
analysis can be done easily and efficiently to ensure maximum student progress. 
Examples, challenges, and successes will be discussed.  
*BACB Learning CEUs 
 

Breanne Hartley, Ph.D., BCBA-D (LittleStar ABA Therapy) 
 

The Training Curriculum for Supervisors of ABA Technicians in Autism 
Programs  
The Training Curriculum for Supervisors of ABA Technicians in Autism Programs 
is designed to train supervisors and aspiring supervisors in evidence-based 
methods of supervising staff who provide ABA (applied behavior analysis) 
services for people with autism. The content is based on over four decades of 
ABA research and application on staff training and supervision as well as the 
authors’ hands-on experience. The content includes critical supervision 
knowledge and skills coinciding with the Behavior Analysis Certification Board 
(BACB©) task list for effective supervision, and provides the BACB’s required 
eight hours of supervision training. The curriculum is performance and 
competency-based, requiring trainees to meet classroom and on-the-job criteria 
to successfully complete the training. The Curriculum content is relevant for 
supervisors of staff providing ABA services across a variety of settings, including 
center-based programs, homes, schools, and clinics. 
*BACB Supervision CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Lisa Huckleberry, A.A. (Family Center for Children and Youth with 
Special Health Care Needs) 

 
Supporting Caregivers of Children with Special Needs through Peer-to-Peer 
Support 
This workshop will give an overview of the Family Center for Children and Youth 
with Special Health Needs and the Family Center Parent-to-Parent Support 
Network. We will discuss the effectiveness of peer-to-peer support using a 
national evidence-based parent-to-parent model and how it can be used to 
decrease isolation and caregiver stress. In addition, we will discuss the unique 
needs of caregivers, the importance of self-care, ways to support caregivers, and 
share resources. 
*APA CEUs 

 
Cassandra Joss, M.A. (Utica Community Schools) & Annette 
Christiansen, NBCT, M.A. (Michigan Education Association) 

 
A Whole Child Approach to Classroom Management 
In this session, experienced educators will discuss specific strategies that can be 
used to create a well run classroom that creates a safe and predictable 
environment for all students. The strategies that serve ASD students are 
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important for all students and work to create classrooms that support equity and 
inclusion. Though geared toward educators, it offers suggestions for parents and 
advocates to help them encourage educators to create support environments. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Kristen Kalymon, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LP (University of Michigan) 
 

Assessment and Treatment of Challenging Behaviors within an Outpatient 
Clinic 
BCBA ethical codes mandate the use of a functional assessment prior to 
implementing treatment. Accurately identifying a function and selecting an 
appropriate treatment are fundamental skills for any practitioner. Students learn 
the importance of functional behavior assessment and selecting functionally-
relevant interventions; they are not often taught how to select the best alternative 
given the limitations of the environment. While experimental functional analyses 
are the gold standard of assessment methods, most practitioners face barriers to 
their implementation. Difficulties include low probability for observing problem 
behaviors with limited time for observation, training requirements to carry out the 
analysis, and the physical space required. Several studies suggest that using 
descriptive functional evaluation methods, such as Antecedent- Behavior-
Consequence (ABC), are a nice alternative due to their ease of administration 
and results often closely align with functional analyses. Following functional 
assessment, practitioners must select appropriate treatments. It can be 
challenging for practitioners to simultaneously consider all of the relevant client 
and environmental variables that impact treatment selection. Several groups 
have created decision-making algorithms for selecting treatments for problem 
behavior. These algorithms ask practitioners to consider the goals of the 
intervention, needs of the child, resources needed for implementation, and 
limitations of the environment by considering questions that will lead to 
differential treatment selection. This talk will give an overview of the clinical use 
of descriptive functional assessment and decision-making algorithms used within 
an outpatient clinic where resources are limited, caregivers are responsible for 
implementation, and environments are unable to tolerate increased rates of 
problem behavior.  
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Jeana Koerber, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Great Lakes Center for Autism 
Treatment and Research) 

 
Transitioning Adolescents with Challenging Behavior from a Residential 
Program Back to the Community Setting 
This presentation will discuss a residential program designed for youth with 
autism who engage in high rates of aggression and self-injurious behavior and 
the transition process back to community settings. Partnerships with other 
community providers are integral to a successful transition so tools and tips will 
be discussed as a mechanism for success. The residential process in the state of 
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Michigan as a whole will also be discussed along with what can be done in a 
community setting to help support individuals who have a history of engaging in 
high rates or intensity of challenging behaviors. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 

 
Jennifer Korinek, M.A., LMSW (Van Buren ISD)  
 

Looking at Autism Differently 
This session will provide participants with an overview of autism spectrum 
disorders (ASD), helping attendees to understand and use the characteristics of 
ASD to the student’s advantage. The content focuses on a new way of thinking 
about behaviors associated with ASD, while introducing participants to 
interventions and universal supports that increase social and academic 
engagement and independence for students with ASD. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Michael Kranak, Ph.D., BCBA-D. (Oakland University) & Natalie 
Andzik, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Northern Illinois University) 

 
How to Keep Winning Friends and Influencing People: Recommendations 
for Teaching Behavior-Analytic Professionalism 
With the upcoming BACB Fifth Edition Task List and Supervisor Curriculum 2.0, 
supervisors will be tasked with not only teaching, but also evaluating the "soft 
skills" of their supervisees. A more apt name for this skill set may be behavior-
analytic professionalism. Unfortunately, recent data from surveys indicate that 
few view teaching behavior-analytic professionalism as part of their 
responsibilities, and that they do not know how to teach these skills. These skills 
are necessary in every individual's professional repertoire, as they are essential 
in facilitating collaboration and obtaining buy-in. Thus, it's imperative that 
supervisors be equipped with the skills required to teach and evaluate behavior-
analytic professionalism. In this presentation, we will describe (1) a 
recommended training model rooted in behavioral skills training for teaching 
behavior-analytic professionalism, (2) how to get supervisee buy-in, (3) how to 
operationally define relevant behavior-analytic professionalism skills, and (4) 
multiple examples of relevant examples and how to teach/evaluate them. 
*BACB Supervision CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Fraga Mariana, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA (Henry Ford Health System)  
 
Stuck in the ER with Nowhere to Go: Lessons Learned from Collaborating 
with Emergency Departments  
Due to lack of residential beds, insufficient insurance coverage for evidence-
based treatments and lack of community resources, patients with autism 
spectrum disorders and developmental disabilities are spending days, weeks and 
sometimes months in Emergency Departments. These patients are medically 
cleared but need to stay in the hospital because they do not have a place to go 
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that can provide the specialized care they need for their complex behavioral 
needs. This not only affects the patient with ASD and their families by delaying 
care but also impacts the ability of the hospital to provide life-saving care to other 
patients. During this presentation, the presenter will review the lessons learned 
as a BCBA collaborating with medical providers, nurses, medical assistants and 
physicians from Emergency Departments from Metro Detroit. 
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 

 
Rose A. Mason, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Purdue University), Jennifer Smith, 
Ph.D. (Purdue University), Amanda Austin, M.S., BCBA (Purdue University) 

 
ParaImpact: Teacher-As-Coach Model to Support Paraprofessionals 
Implementation of Systematic Instruction  
Paraeducators who provide special education services may not have prior 
knowledge or training in working with students with autism. Yet they are often 
tasked with serving the educational needs of students with more significant 
needs without adequate on-the-job supports. Furthermore, while special 
education teachers may be trained in serving students with diverse needs, they 
are much less prepared to serve the needs of the paraeducators in their 
classroom and support implementation of instructional practices of the 
paraeducator. ParaImpact aims to address some of this need by providing 
special education teachers with a professional development opportunity to adopt 
research-based coaching practices to effectively work with their paraeducators to 
teach students with autism. The professional development package includes 
online modules, video exemplars, and resources to facilitate implementation. 
Results of cross-site preliminary studies evaluating the efficacy of ParaImpact will 
be discussed. Implications for practice and future research will also be 
addressed. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Amy Matthews, Ph.D., BCBA (Grand Valley State University), Carrie 
Carr, M.Ed., Katy Foster, M.Ed., Lindsey Harr-Smith, M.A., CCC-SLP, & Kathy 
Hickok, M.Ed., BCBA  

 
Peer to Peer Support Builds Meaningful Social Relationships 
Peer relationships are critical for students with ASD, however opportunities for 
social engagement are often limited. For example, only 29% of high school 
students with ASD get together with friends at least once per week (Lipscomb et 
al., 2017). Instead, much of their day is spent among adult providers and family. 
Although teaching specific social skills may result in some improvement in social 
behaviors, a comprehensive approach to building relationships is more socially 
significant and long-lasting. Peer mediated instruction and interventions (PMII) 
are an evidence-based practice with a behavioral and social learning foundation 
that involves teaching peers without disabilities ways of engaging individuals with 
ASD in meaningful social interactions within the natural environment. The 
Statewide Autism Resources and Training Project (START) is funded by the 
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Michigan Department of Education to bring evidence-based interventions to 
schools to support students with ASD. START has worked with schools for 
twenty years to establish a comprehensive PMII program, called Peer to Peer 
Support, in each building that educates students with ASD. Implemented in more 
than 700 elementary and secondary schools—and involving more than 3,000 
students with ASD and more than 14,000 peers—these programs offer social 
opportunities and inclusive experiences during the school day and extracurricular 
activities. In this presentation, staff from START and school professionals from 
Intermediate School Districts will describe this program and share their 
experiences with peer to peer support including qualitative and quantitative data 
that demonstrates the impact on students and school culture. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Cody Morris, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Salve Regina University) & 
Jessica Detrick, M.A., BCBA, LBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

Toward an Understanding of Assent with Individuals with Communication 
Difficulties  
Seeking and obtaining assent from clients and research participants is an 
important component of behavior analytic practice and research. However, 
typical assent procedures primarily rely on spoken and written communication 
that may not be feasible for individuals with significant communication difficulties. 
Thus, practitioners serving individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and 
related developmental disabilities (DD) who have limited communication abilities 
may need to utilize alternative methods for seeking assent. The purpose of this 
presentation is to introduce assent and related terms and concepts, discuss the 
importance of assent, and propose practical strategies for obtaining assent with 
clients who cannot assent through traditional means. 
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
 

Christie Nutkins, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LP, LBA (Kent Intermediate School 
District), Abbey Mix, LMSW, BCBA, LBA (Kent Intermediate School District), Todd 
Jones (Kent Intermediate School District), & Keith Hutchins (Kent Intermediate School 
District) 

 
Supporting our Learners: Development and Implementation of a Relevant 
Educational Curriculum for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
Other Complex Needs. 
This presentation will highlight the reasons and research behind the development 
of the newly adopted curriculum for our Center-Based Programs: The Lincoln-
Pines Curriculum. An overview of the assessment, skills targeted, and progress 
monitoring will be provided along with the staff feedback and plans for future 
direction following our first year of implementation. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
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Christie Nutkins, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LP, LBA (Kent Intermediate School District) & 
Abbey Mix, LMSW, BCBA, LBA (Kent Intermediate School District) 

 
Trials and Tribulations of Practical Functional Assessment (PFA) and Skills 
Based Treatment in a Public-School Setting 
This presentation will provide an overview and future direction of conducting 
practical functional assessment and skills-based treatment within a school 
setting. Additionally, it will provide feedback from a variety of school 
professionals who participated in the implementation of this assessment and 
intervention. Participants will discuss benefits, barriers and general take-aways 
from their individual experience with the process.  
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Cathy Pratt, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Indiana Resource Center for Autism)  
 

ABA and School Partnerships: Promoting Collaboration  
School age children who attend ABA programs and are transitioning to school 
must be prepared for this shift in settings. ABA providers and clinicians must also 
be aware of the challenges and strategies involved in facilitating a smooth 
transition. This presentation will articulate skills children should be taught while in 
ABA to prepare them for a school setting. Other topics provide input on transition 
strategies, clarify the differences between ABA and school programming, 
describe strategies that are and are not appropriate for a school setting, and 
discuss the role ABA therapists can/may continue to take once the student enters 
the school program. This session also highlights the logistics and considerations 
when ABA therapists enter a school program. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Lilith Reuter-Yuill, M.S., BCBA, CCC-SLP (Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale & Comprehensive Speech and Therapy Center), Lina Slim, Ph.D., BCBA-
D, CCC-SLP, & Marissa Swanson, MA, BCaBA, CF-SLP 

 
An Introduction to Interprofessionalism: Considerations for Behavior 
Analysts that Work on Cross-Discipline Treatment Teams  
Are you a practitioner working on a team with professionals from other 
disciplines? If so, this presentation is for you! Collaborative service delivery 
models have gained considerable popularity in healthcare, education, and clinical 
settings. Behavior analysts are likely to find themselves working on clinical teams 
with nonbehavioral colleagues with overlapping and complementary scopes of 
practice. Given that behavior analysts have received minimal training on how to 
effectively collaborate with nonbehavioral colleagues, barriers to communication 
and collaboration are bound to occur (i.e., ethical dilemmas). This presentation 
provides a brief introduction to the different collaborative service delivery models 
with an emphasis on interprofessionalism. The Interprofessional Education 
Collaborative (IPEC) Framework and its four core competency domains will be 
presented and interpreted through a behavior-analytic lens. A behavioral account 
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to constructs commonly associated with interprofessional educational and 
collaborative practices including cultural sensitivity and responsiveness, cultural 
humility and reciprocity, empathy, and compassion will be discussed. This 
presentation will highlight the qualities and strengths that behavior analysis 
brings to interprofessional collaboration and interprofessionalism. 
*BACB Ethics CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs 
 

Mandy Rispoli, Ph.D., BCBA (Purdue University) 
 

Training Providers to Conduct Trial-Based Functional Analysis 
Behavioral interventions developed from a functional behavior assessment (FBA) 
are more likely to be effective than interventions that are not function-related 
(Carr, 1994). Further, the quality and fidelity of FBAs are positively correlated 
with student educational outcomes including reduction in challenging behavior, 
increases in appropriate behavior, and improved academic performance (Cook et 
al., 2012). Trial-based functional analysis (TBFA) can be used as an effective 
and efficient approach to confirm FBA results, thereby increasing the likelihood 
for effective function-based intervention. Preparing school personnel and ABA 
providers to conduct systematic TBFAs with fidelity is one means of increasing 
school capacity to assess student challenging behaviors. This session will 
illustrate a model to prepare service providers to conduct TBFA. Data from single 
case design studies evaluating this model will be presented. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 

 
Ron Sandison (Author, Speaker, & Autism Advocate) 
 

Overcoming the Hopeless Complex 
80% of people with autism experience severe depression, anxiety or other 
mental health issues. During COVID-19 many of these individuals, due to social 
isolation and a change in routine, developed a hopeless complex. A hopeless 
complex hinders growth and independence, creates fear of the future, and can 
cause regression of previous learned skills. Educators, professionals and parents 
will learn practical ways to create a hope complex by developing a healthy self-
efficiency mindset. Sandison shares his own journey with autism and depression 
and how he overcome a hopeless complex by developing self-determination. A 
hope complex empowered Ron to have a career in the mental health field, a 
family, and a national platform in the autism community.  

 
Naomi Swiezy, Ph.D., HSPP. (HANDS in Autism Interdisciplinary 
Training and Resource Center; Indiana University School of Medicine)  

 
Bridging for Success in Autism: Training and Collaboration Across 
Community Systems  
Based upon basic premises of long-term practice and research, the HANDS 
(Helping Answer Needs by Developing Specialists) in Autism® Model Training 
Curriculum and Framework was developed in 2004. It was noted that 
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professionals would benefit most from an active learning process that would 
allow them to better comprehend and envision the application of EBPs thus 
increasing the feasibility and ability to apply, maintain and generalize information 
to their natural settings for individuals with ASD and related disabilities. The 
specific curriculum content and delivery of the HANDS in Autism® Model is novel 
in its approach with recognition that no single intervention or strategy is equally 
effective with all individuals, and personnel require a “toolbox” approach to 
intervention. As such, the Model adheres to a comprehensive set of strategies 
with solid empirical support. The HANDS in Autism® Model adheres to a 
progressive, systematic approach to training the curriculum, framework, and 
process to increase the likelihood that strategies will be adopted, utilized and 
integrated into practice. This presentation will introduce the HANDS Model, the 
variety of applications, outcomes and lessons learned as well as the resources 
available to support application across schools and other community practice 
settings and contexts. 
*SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 

 
Melissa Tuttle, Ph.D., BCBA, LP (Central Michigan University), 
AnnMarie Bates, M.S., CCC-SLP (Central Michigan University), & MaryBeth Smith, 
M.A., CCC-SLP (Central Michigan University) 

 
Making Meaning of Diagnostic Reports: How Assessment of Autism Can 
Inform a BCBA's Practice 
In Michigan, children and adolescents typically participate in a comprehensive 
diagnostic evaluation to determine whether their symptoms are indicative of 
autism spectrum disorder prior to beginning applied behavior analysis services 
(Blue Cross Blue Shield and Blue Care Network of Michigan, n.d.; Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services, 2021). These evaluations are 
lengthy and summarize important personal information about the individual’s 
history, development, present symptoms, and current level of functioning 
(Hyman, Levy, & Myers, 2020), all of which is relevant to the work of a behavior 
analyst. The ability to extract relevant data from these records could save 
behavior analysts time and reduce the likelihood of duplicating some of the 
procedures. Additionally, greater understanding of diagnostic reports may allow 
for improved communication with families, a better understanding of the client, 
and greater mutually beneficial collaboration across professionals involved in 
other aspects of the client’s care. In this session, we will explain the diagnostic 
evaluation process, provide an overview of diagnostic reports and the importance 
of the information it provides, discuss how to use diagnostic reports to inform 
your practice, and explore the utility of interprofessional collaboration for high-
quality client care. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
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Thomas J. Waltz, Ph.D., LP (Eastern Michigan University) 
 

Barriers to Implementing Behavioral Programming: Considerations Before 
and During Acceptance and Commitment Therapy  
Behavior analysts work with a variety of treatment program implementers 
including technicians, family caregivers, educational staff, and allied 
professionals. Recently, there has been increased emphasis on the use of 
Acceptance and Commitment Therapy (ACT) strategies to address perceived 
motivational and verbal barriers to implementing treatment plans by these 
various stakeholders. While ACT strategies can be useful tools for facilitating 
program implementation there are a variety of skills-based and contingency 
management strategies at the behavior analyst’s disposal that should be 
considered prior to or concurrent with implementing ACT. This session will focus 
on the broad assessment of barriers and the functional application of behavioral 
interventions to support treatment program implementers.   
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 

 
Seth Whiting, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Louisiana State University Shreveport) 
 

Developing Delay Tolerance and Self-Control in Autism: Bridging the Gap 
between Research and Practice  
Impulsivity, or the tendency to allocate responding to obtain more immediate, 
smaller reinforcers rather than waiting for more valuable, delayed reinforcers, is a 
frequent problem in autism populations. For individuals with impulsive 
tendencies, delays to reinforcement may produce teaching difficulties or 
challenging behaviors and function as a barrier to success in the natural 
environment where delays are common. However, if self-control, or making a 
more optimal choice despite delays to reinforcement, is examined as an 
interaction between the current environment and the individual’s learning history, 
problems with impulsivity may be overcome. Research on environmental factors 
which influence self-control such as delay duration, magnitude of reinforcement, 
the illusion of control, and discriminability of contingencies will be discussed. 
Additionally, applied methods to provide individuals with a learning history to 
successfully tolerate delays such as progressive schedules, concurrent activities, 
and group contingencies will be reviewed. Last, implications for treatment will be 
discussed, including recommendations to promote positive choices for short-term 
benefits and recommendations to train delay tolerance for long-term benefits for 
clients with autism. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, and SCECH CEUs 
 

Gili Yahav, Ph.D., BCBA (Lior Center)  
 

Parent Training: A Critically Important Component of Effective In-home 
Service Delivery for Young Children with ASD 
Parents of young children with ASD in the ages of 2-10 are usually involved but 
not always active in the behavioral treatment program of their child. In the 
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beginning of the in-home treatment, parents indicated that knowledge was 
required for them in order to succeed in an effective interaction with their child. 
We found that effectiveness increases when parents are involved but also active 
in the daily living family time at home while guided for proactive interaction. 
Parents got a personal training program which included theoretical and practical 
elements with the child, while the program treatment 1:1 was implemented in 
treatment room by behavioral therapists. Parent training was found as a critically 
important component of effective in-home service delivery for young children with 
ASD. 
*BACB Learning CEUs, SW CEUs, SCECH CEUs, and APA CEUs 
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Virtual Poster Session 

The virtual poster session will occur from 3-4:20 pm on Thursday, October 7. MAC 
offers two types of poster presentations: research-focused and personal journey. 
Research-focused posters involve presenters describing evidence-based research 
projects related to service delivery and support for individuals diagnosed with autism or 
other developmental disabilities. Personal journey posters involve presenters 
describing a personal journey of an individual with autism or other developmental 
disabilities, or a personal journey of a caregiver/friend of an individual with autism or 
other developmental disabilities. Presentations are organized in alphabetical order by 
author’s last name, with the presenting author in bold.  
 

Research-focused Posters 
 
Adrienne Bohlen, B.A. (Western Michigan University), Alyssa McElroy, M.A., BCBA, 
LBA (Western Michigan University), Jessica E. Van Stratton, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA 
(Western Michigan University), & Mindy Newhouse-Oisten, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA 
(Summit Pointe) 
 

On DeMAND: Mand Training in the Classroom 
 
Hanna Crosley, M.A. (Purdue University) 
 

Evaluating Implementation Fidelity of Peer-Mediated Interventions to 
Enhance Social Communication: A Systematic and Quality Review 

 
Maya DasGupta, M.S. (Duke University) 
 

The Impact of Parental Socioeconomic Status on Diagnosis and Risk of 
Development of Autism Spectrum Disorder on School-Aged Children 

 
Jessica Dow, BCBA (Acorn Health) 
 

Exploring the Behavioral Health Index (BHI) 
 
Sydney Harmon, B.S. (Western Michigan University) & Daphne Snyder, M.A., BCBA, 
LBA (Western Michigan University) 
 

The Effects of Increased Rate of Instruction and Praise on Student On-Task 
Behavior 

 
Olivia Harris, BCaBA (HealthCall Behavioral Health Services) & Jessica Osos, BCBA 
(HealthCall Behavioral Health Services) 
 
 

The Effects of a Game-Based Treatment on Intraverbal Responding 
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Sydney Hull, B.A. (Western Michigan University), Erin Baum, M.A., BCBA (Western 
Michigan University), & Sacha T. Pence, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 

Evaluating Efficacy of a Shaping Procedure to Increase Glasses Wearing 
Tolerance 

 
Leanne Latocha, B.S. (Western Michigan University), Jessica Detrick, M.A., BCBA, 
LBA, Kelsey Stapleton, M.A., BCBA, LBA (Western Michigan University) & Stephanie 
Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Western Michigan University) 
 
 

The Acceptability of Consultative Behavior Analytic Service Provided via 
Telehealth 

 
Molly Mattes, M.A., BCBA (Western Michigan University) & Sacha Pence, Ph.D., 
BCBA-D (Western Michigan University) 
 

Using a Concurrent Operant Preference Assessment to Evaluate Functional 
Reinforcers for Multiply Maintained Behavior 

 
Andrea Peterson, M.A., BCBA (Eastern Michigan University), Adam M. Briggs, Ph.D., 
BCBA-D, LBA (Eastern Michigan University) & Jaimie Barr (Eastern Michigan 
University) 
 

Prevalence of Autistic Children Who Experience Delays to Behavioral 
Therapy in Michigan: A Summary of Survey Data Describing Caregiver 
Needs During This Time 

 
Denise Poole (Georgia Southern University) & Jennifer L. Wertalik, Ph.D., BCBA 
(Georgia Southern University) 
 

Effects of Video Prompting with a Point-of-View Perspective to Teach Daily 
Living Skills to Individuals with Autism: A Systematic Literature Review 

 
Ali Schroeder, M.S., BCBA, LBA (Western Michigan University), Jessica Detrick, M.A., 
BCBA, LBA (Western Michigan University) & Kelsey Stapleton, M.A., BCBA, LBA 
(Western Michigan University) 
 

Restriction Removal Process: Case Example #1 
 
Grace Sylvester, B.S. (Western Michigan University), Kelsey Stapleton, M.A., BCBA, 
LBA (Western Michigan University), Jessica Detrick, M.A., BCBA, LBA (Western 
Michigan University), & Stephanie Peterson, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA (Western Michigan 
University) 
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Restriction Removal Process: Case Example #2 
 
Kohei Tagashi, Ph.D., BCBA-D (Behavior Solutions) 
 

Training Family Members to Implement Behavior Analytic Programs: A 
Case Report from a Science-Based Practitioner in Japan 

 
Chandler Wentz, BCBA, LBA (Wayne State University) 
 

A Virtual Behavioral Training Program for Caregivers to Promote Positive 
Behavioral Outcomes in Children on the Autism Spectrum 

 
 

Personal Journey Posters 
 
Andrea Mata, M.S. (Michigan State University) 
 

Serving Individuals with Severe Developmental Disabilities (DD) and 
Intellectual Developmental Disabilities (IDD) Helped me Navigate the 
Neurodivergence Brain and Allowed Me to Disseminate a Wealth of 
Knowledge 
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Virtual Vendor/Exhibit Expo 
Exhibitor booths will be accessible on the Attendee Hub under the “Exhibitors” tab at the 
top of the home screen. Not sure how to access the Attendee Hub? Check out page 8 
for instructions. Learn more about each of the agencies below, send them a question 
via virtual chat, or drop into their “live” hours! They will be available throughout the main 
conference days, October 6 – 8. This is an alphabetical listing.  

ASK Family Services 
 
Braintrust Behavioral Health 
 
Foxy Learning 
 
Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and Research 
 
Lighthouse Autism Center 
 
Sparks Behavioral Services 
 
Spectrum Autism Center 
 
Total Spectrum Care 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

44 
 
 

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors! 
 

Shining Star Sponsors 

 

Braintrust Behavioral Health 
https://braintrustbh.com/ 

Contact: Zach Dugger 
zach@braintrustmi.com 

(269) 303-5931 

 

Great Lakes Center for Autism 
Treatment and Research: A 

program of Residential 
Opportunities, Inc. 

https://www.autismtreatmentresearch.org 
Contact: Darci Stevens 
dstevens@resopp.org 

(269) 250-8292 
 

 

Sparks Behavioral Services 
https://www.sparksbehavioralservices.com/ 

Contact: Taylor & Steve Sparks 
Steve.sparks@sparksbehavioralservices.com 
Taylor.sparks@sparksbehavioralservices.com 

(248) 894-1966 

 

 
Spectrum Autism Center 
https://spectrumautismcenter.com/ 

Contact: Leasa Androl 
leasa@spectrumautismcenter.com 

(989) 702-2082 
 

 

Total Spectrum Care 
https://www.totalspectrumcare.com/ 

Contact: Trisha Evans 
(844) 263-1613 

Trisha.evans@totalspectrumcare.com 
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Diamond Sponsors 
 

 

Foxy Learning 
https://foxylearning.com/ 

Contact: Eric Fox 
(360) 358-5502 

fox@foxylearning.com 

 

Lighthouse Autism Center 
https://lighthouseautismcenter.com/ 

Contact: Maggie Gendel 
maggieg@lighthouseautismcenter.com 

(574) 408-1912 
 

  
 

 
 

 

Gold Sponsors 
 

 

ASK Family Services 
https://www.askforkids.org/ 

Contact: Latrieva Boston 
LatrievaB@askforkids.org 

(269) 350-2753 
 

 


